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FOREWORD 


Love is what the world needs. This is the reason why the world 
is longing for peace and brotherhood more than ever. 


Love and peace are the strongest bonds to unite people 
irrespective of religion, language or race. 


We really need leaders, exemplary Men who can bring all the 
people together in a union of Love and Respect. These men have 
hearts great enough to love everybody and they can embrace 
Mankind. They must be known and introduced to the generations to 
come. 


This book presents such a man, Pope John XXIII, Angelo 
Giuseppe Roncalli who regarded all the human beings as his 
brothers and his friends and who dedicated his whole life to peace 
on earth. 


Roncalli, who stayed for a long time in Istanbul as the Vicar 
Apostolic of the Catholic Church before he became pope, was a true 
friend of the Turks and admired Atattirk. The Turkish People 
considered him as one of them and welcomed him who used to say: 
love the Turks». 


The Turkish people, who have a sense of friendship, will never 
forget Roncalli and will always leave the door to frienship and love 
wide open as he had started to open it up. 


We would like to congratulate all Christians for the Beatification 
of Pope John XXIII on 3 September 2000 and once again remember 
friendly and respectfully Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli. 


M. Istemihan TALAY 
Minister of Culture 
of the Republic of Turkey 


Preface 


It is a great honour for me to write the introduction to this 
biography of Pope John XXIII prepared for the citizens of the great 
Turkish Nation, in response to a request of the National Committee 
for the beatification of Pope John XXIII and Rinaldo Marmara, so 
as to tighten the bonds of friendliness between the various 
constituents of society under the light of hope glimmering on the 
Christians’ faces. 


I am filled with a deep emotion, here in Sotto il Monte, when I 
think of the splendid and enchanting city on the Bosphorus and of 
the vast land Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli visited as a priest, a 
humanist and all Men’s friend. 


In 1935, in one of his prayers we all say, referring to the first 
Pentecost of the Christian era, he hoped God Almighty would work 
the same miracle again: 


«Even if the tongues of fire cannot be seen, the hearts are burning 
inside. The Lord’s charity softly burns. The world around us is 
swiftly changing. The most remarkable social palingenesis in the 
history of the world is taking place. Who knows God’s mistery ? It is 
our turn to follow the great ways opened up for us». 


From his right soul, faithful to God and devoted to others, there 
came his warm voice echoing in the Vatican caves and I can still 
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hear today: «O Lord, we beg You again and again, send Your Spirit 
to renew the earth». 


This is the prayer of a calm and wise man who humbly works to 
set up new human relations «based on truth and justice, inspired 
by charity and liberty» (Pacem in terris, 168). 


This is how Roncalli lived in Istanbul for nearly ten years, from 
1935 to 1944. He did not pretend to reach the Promised Land, a 
source of never-ending comfort; he simply planted a few seeds with 
the feeling that — as he wrote in his Diary of a Soul - «n a few 
years’ time I will certainly be rewarded» (1936). 


More than fifty years after the end of his mission in Turkey, 
souvenirs and remembrances of the past come up on the shores of 
the Bosphorus. He is honoured with the Church that sent him to 
this blessed country: he is honoured by the clergy, the religious 
congregations, the Catholic congregations and all the other 
congregations, the eminent local representatives of European 
countries, the Turkish authorities and the whole nation. 


How can one forget the tokens of friendship he gave and 
received ? All these testimonials prove that nothing has been lost, 
flowers always blossom when Spring comes as if it were magic. 


Roncalli remained in Istanbul for ten years as an estimated, 
respected and admired guest but he could not set up direct 
relations with the country’s government. However when he left, on 
30 December 1944, someone held him a hand first: His Excellency 
Numan Rifat Menemencioglu, the Turkish ambassador recently 
appointed in Paris and former permanent under-secretary of the 
department of Foreign Affairs in Ankara; the same man held his 
hand when he left France after he was appointed Cardinal and 
Patriarch; the same man came to Venice to say his last good-bye to 
his friend. 
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A few years later, Menemencioglu congratulated Roncalli for his 
election to Papacy and foresaw the establishment of new closer 
relations between Turkey and the Vatican. They were the outcome 
of continual friendly visits which the people had understood and 


the wise Heads had well interpreted. 


Some time after John XXIII’s election, the Apostolic Delegate in 
Istanbul informed the Vatican that Menemencioglu was not well. 
Soon the Pope sent a message to his friend through Mgr Angello 
Dell'Acqua from the State Secretary, telling his former partner he 
was worrying and praying for him. By return of post, the dying man 
wrote to him that the Pope’s message had comforted him and he 
kept it by his side on his bed, just in case. 


When John XXIII heard of his friend’s death, he prayed for him 
and celebrated a Mass for the eternal rest of a man who was 
righteous and generous by nature, and to show his gratitude for all 
that he had done for his country and for all the people he had met 
during his political and diplomatic career. 


My friends and all the inhabitants of Istanbul I consider as my 
friends and I dearly love in God's faith and in our common Father 
Abraham's worship, will forgive me if I tell you what I said from the 
deepest of my heart at that time: 


- Holy Father, Menemencioglu now stands in the Assembly of the 
Righteous. 


- How do you know ? 
- He was holding a pass in his hand: your message. 


John XXIII did think of Menemencioglu on 11 April 1960 when 
His Excellency Nureddin Vergin, the first Ambassador of the 
Turkish Republic to the Holy See, presented his credentials. The 
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Pope answered this diplomatic gesture with an address «extremely 
congenial and confident to the brave sons of Turkey «who are 
heading to a new promising youth full of noble promises and ready 
to an active cooperation to establish a real peace between the 
nations». 


Written with affection by Rinaldo Marmara with the help of my 
friend Mgr Georges Marovitch, this book will depict their former 
fellow-citizen to the Turks. He is now standing and smiling on Erol 
Sarafyan’s painting so as to cheer us up. 


He was famous for his shrewd mind and the countries he stayed 
in, as a pastor and not as a tourist, were set in his daily prayers 
like precious stones: 


«Every day for my divine office I think of France at prime (6 
a.m.), Turkey at tierce (9 a.m.), Greece at sext (noon), and Bulgaria 
at nones (3 p.m.). And I pray for the living and the dead». 


Towards the end of his pontificate, he was comforted by two key 
political figures: KAmuran Géorgtin (19/12/1962), the young Mayor 
of Istanbul and Cemal Erkin (20/03/1963), the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Turkish Republic. 


This friendly conversation is constantly repeated in the Turkish 
houses and paves the way to the new generations’ destiny aiming 
at a larger and more efficient co-operation between the people on 
earth: 


«To evoke the flowered shores of the Bosphorus is for me the 
revival of the courteous hospitality I was greeted with; it is also a 
way to bring back to my mind a series of bright and peaceful 
meetings spread out over the years before the Second World War. 


When it broke out, Turkey was - and meant to be — out of the 
armed conflict. Thanks to it, there were great accomplishments in the 
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Jields of aid, transmissions of messages for parted families, efficient 
concern for so many victims of this enormous plague, and ail this 
has to be remembered». 


The Christians from Turkey rejoice and remember the prophetic 
words of the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I at the beginning 
of John XXIII's pontificate: 


A man came, sent by God 
His name was John (John I, 6). 


The Christians are concerned with loving, from the deepest of 
their hearts, their own co-religionists, the Jews, the Muslims and 
all the men and women of good will, and give to the citizens of 
Istanbul and Turkey the flowers John XXIII had given to Celal 
Bayar, the President of the Republic, on 11 June 1959: 


«Mr President, - We are very glad to say it again ~ We are very 
happy to meet you here in Rome in the Vatican. 


During Our stay in Turkey We learnt a fine phrase which is 
currently used when someone leaves or continues his trip: God bless 
you and may roses blossom on your way ! 


Let Us complete the happiness caused by your noble visit and 
relive the dear memories of Our long stay on the flowered shores of 
the Bosphorus and vast Anatolia, telling you in your mother tongue 
what We learnt and made all the Christians there repeat: Blessed be 
Thou, O God ! Blessed be Thy name ! 


Tanri mtibarek olsun 
Onun aziz adit mtibarek olsun 


We pray God to protect the Turkish People and We beg Him from 
the deepest of Our heart to pour divine blessings on the people and 
the executive». 
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«<Allahtan, Tiirk Milletini muhafaza etmesini diler, gerek halki, 
gerekse Devletin idare makaminda bulunan Biiyiiklerini takdis 
etmesini buttin kalbimizle arzu ederiz». 


+ Loris Francesco Capovilla 
John XXIII’s former Secretary 


Sotto il Monte Giovanni XXIII, 19 March 2000 
LXXV anniversary of Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli’s 
appointment to Bishopric 
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Introduction 


We do feel honoured by His Excellency Mgr Capovilla’s writing 
the preface, undoubtedly inspired by his master Pope John XXIII's 
kindness and modesty, to this modest book. We also thank him 
very much for providing invaluable assistance, letters, telephone 
calls, photographs and other source material. 


First of all, the author wishes to thank very much Dr. Imren 
Aykut, Former Minister of the Environment, The Republic of 
Turkey, who, as soon as she examined this book, devoted herself 
so that it could be issued in time for John XXIII's beatification. This 
would have been impossible without her competent efforts. We are 
also very grateful to her for displaying the best illustration of 
universal brotherhood with this publication. 


This book, written in a rather short time, has only be achieved 
through the cooperation of innumerable partners. We do express 
our gratitude to: 


His Excellency Mgr Louis Pelatre, faithful to John XXIII’s 
teaching in his «motu proprio» dated 29 February 1960 which 
stressed the importance of archives to preserve the works of the 
Church. He encouraged, supported and helped us in the writing of 
the History of the Latin Church in Istanbul from its origin as «a 
spiritual source for future generations» in which this volume will 
take a pre-eminent place. | 
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Mgr Georges Marovitch, like a conductor with his magic stick, 
indicated the sources to consult, provided us with the necessary 
texts and managed to guide us through this work. Endowed with 
the spirit of ecumenism imitated from Mgr. Roncalli's, working 
without break on interreligious relations, Mgr Marovitch embodies 
the image of «universal brotherhood» in the Vicariate. 


Reverend Father Lorenzo Piretto showed us the way in the maze 
of the Dominican Library and pointed at the major works. We must 
thank him and Reverend Father Giuseppe Gandolfo for their warm 
welcome. They have let us get into the archives of their house and 
have given us a priceless hand in the writing of the History of the 
Vicariate. 


Reverend Father Luigi Iannito, a Conventual, followed Mgr 
Roncalli’s steps and shook the old Levantine traditions when he got 
the Vicariate’s faithful to know and say the prayers in Turkish. We 
thank him for granting us permission to consult the archives on 
Roncalli's history. 


Reverend Father Pierre Cornée, the Provincial of the Lazarists in 
Paris and Reverend Father Yves Danjou, our former teacher, 
allowed us to work in their archives. Reverend Father Emile 
Toulemonde did the same in Istanbul and Michel Goupil, the head 
of St Benoit School offered us free copies of all the documents. Let 
them all be thanked for it. 


Reverend Father Giuseppe Giorgis, a Salesian, put at our 
disposal the rich collection of photographs from the Holy Spirit's 
cathedral in Istanbul. 


Reverend Father Aloys, a Capucin, has always been ready to 
help us with his huge knowledge of the history of the Vicariate as 
well as Reverend Father Alain Fontaine, an Assomptionnist, who 
authorized us to work in the famous historical archives. 
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We are very grateful to His Eminency Cardinal Luigi Poggi who 
granted us permission to work in the Vatican Secret Archives and 
His Eminency Cardinal Josef Tomko in the Archives of the 
Congregation for Propagating the Faith. 


Mr Elio Campomizzi, a trustful Roman frtend, always ready to 
help, has promptly provided us with valuable books on the subject. 


Finally let us thank Mrs Marie-Paule Masson, Vice-President of 
Paul Valéry University in Montpellier, who was at the origine of this 
work because of her teaching on historiographical study and her 
guiding in the technique of research. 


It is impossible to mention all the Good Samaritans who helped 
us in a way or other. May Pope John XXIII remember them and 
bless them all when time comes. 


x * 


The only aim of this work is to introduce the former Apostolic 
Delegate in Turkey and Greece, the Administrator of the Istanbul 
Vicariate, to all the Christians and Non-Christians of Turkey so 
that they can get to know him and love him who had been so fond 
of them at first sight. 


This work is meant for all those who are interested in this 
Saint's life during his rather short stay in Turkey, which has not 
been much written about. The only value of this volume lies in the 
collection of all the most important documents of the time and of 
more recent years when, as Pope John XXIII, Roncalli continued 
his diplomatic relations with Turkey, a country that was so dear to 
his memory and to his heart. 


May this book contribute to the cooperation and peace between 
the Men of different races, nationalities, religions, in Istanbul, in 
Turkey, all over the world and urge people to follow Mgr Roncalli’s 
example for «a universal brotherhood». 
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Nearly 800 years ago, right from this very land of Anatolia, 
Mevlana, a famous mystic and poet, appealed to all the people on 
earth: «Come... whoever you are... unfaithful, pagan or idolater... 
Come as you are...». Mgr Roncalli added: 


I feel all the more inclined to pray and support the spirit of peace 
on this ancient, glorious and beloved land of Turkey, a land where 
Catholics, Natives and Foreigners live and work and where we are 
pleased to give evidence of the sincere love for Peace which leads the 
Heads of the State and the people...». 


Didn't Mgr Roncalli urge his faithful to go beyond the differences 
which prevented them from being united to other religions and to 


pull down the barriers between the Men of good will of all the . 


nations ? 


In his wish he agreed with Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk who said on 
occasion of the Balkan Conference in October 1931: «The only way 
to make people happy is to do one’s best to make them come closer 


to each other...». 


The author of this book followed the same goal in doing his 
research on Roncalli. As a faithful to Mgr Roncalli’s spirit he cared 
more about «what joins rather than what separates and causes 
oppositions...» confirmed by: «The memory of my nearly ten year 
long, happy and peaceful stay in Turkey where, standing above any 
political or biased consideration I only cared about my spiritual 
mission and I was animated with a deep feeling of understanding, 
respect and love for the Turkish people. I have never cast the 
slightest shadow on my personal and work relationships with the 
authorities of the country». 


In order to preserve the originality of the texts, we have 
reproduced them without any alterations preserving the capital 
letters and the quite elaborate form of some expressions. We have 
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also kept some of Roncalli’s speeches in Italian, his mother tongue 
and the texts of the laws in Turkish. Inspired by the same spirit of 
«universal brotherhood» we wish this book were an illustration of 
the social milieu in which the Apostolic Delegate carried on his 
mission; multilingual. 


* * * 


The author of this volume was not old enough to be acquainted 
with this high rank prelate when he was in Turkey, but he can give 
evidence of the deep feelings of kindness and friendship Mgr 
Roncalli had left among those who had met him. He remembers 
with great emotion the tears of joy of his grandfather who was 
listening to the radio and heard about the former Apostolic 
Delegate’s election to the Apostolic See. 


* oe * 


Without going over the learned analyses which have already 
been written about John XXIII, we would like to stress a few points 
which have caught our attention during this study and in 
particular Roncalli’s loyalty that has never been altered in spite of 
time and distance. 


As soon as he arrived in Turkey, he set the tone to his 
relationships with the local authorities and he mentionned it in his 
first address to his flock on 6 January 1935: «Yesterday I paid 
homage to the highest state representative of this unrivalled city of 
Istanbul to which Nature, History and Art have given such a 
supreme beauty that one cannot help but admire it». 


Mgr Roncalli knew very well that he would have no 
representation to carry on in Turkey apart from his spiritual and 
pastoral mission. But in any circumstances his presence showed 
and he managed to express his esteem and gratitude to the civil 
authorities. This brought him a sincere admiration from part of the 
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highest members of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It resulted in 
the visit of the Turkish Prime Minister Adnan Menderes to Pie XII 
on 1 February 1955. Let us quote his Excellency Ihsan Sabri 
Caglayangil: «He had built up excellent relations based on mutual 
respect with the local authorities. There had been no diplomatic 
relations between Turkey and the Holy See yet. But he knew how to 
find opportunities to pay his homage when he went to Ankara to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. At that time Mr Numan Menemencioglu 
was the General Secretary for Foreign Affairs and a close friendship 
started between them which was to grow closer when they met in 
Paris». Such a friendship, going over the limits of the Turkish State, 
expressed itself in Paris, Venice and Rome where the prelate who 
had become Pope cared about his friend’s health and prayed for his 
everlasting Turkish friend when he died. 


From the very first years of his stay in Turkey Mgr Roncalli 
wrote in his Diary of the soul: « love the Turks, I do appreciate the 
natural qualities of this people who has got a ready way on the 
roads of civilisation. 


But his love for the Turks was not due to the circumstances of 
his stay in Turkey. Crossing the borders of the country, his feeling 
moved to Rome with him when he became pope. In 1960 in a 
telegram he sent to the Istanbul Vicariate on the occasion of St 
John Chrysostomus’s day, John XXIII stated that he kept «a sweet 
memory of his stay on the shores of the Bosphorus (...» and 
concluded: «with special wishes of prosperity for the lifelong beloved 
Turkish People». 


In his answer to his Excellency Mgr Francesco Lardone on the 
occasion of the second anniversary of his coronation John XXIII 
added «his wishes of prosperity for the lifelong beloved Turkish 
People». 
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It has to be noted that friendliness was reciprocal. On the 
announcement of his coronation, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Fatin Rustii Zorlu declared: « am glad to know that His Holiness 
perfectly knows Turkey where, as an Apostolic Delegate, he has 
already been the representative of the Catholic Church. I am 
particularly glad to see Turkey’s friend in the Holy See». 


Celal Bayar, the President of the Turkish Republic, went to visit 

the new Pope John XXIII on Thursday 11 June 1959. This meeting 
gave the former Apostolic Delegate in Turkey the opportunity to 
recall his memories of Istanbul and to express again his 
friendliness for the Turkish People: «We are particularly glad of your 
visit, Mr President. After living for ten years in Istanbul in Turkey as 
We did, what rich impressions, what enchanting memories for Our 
mind ! First of all, memories of the natural beauties the Creator 
endowed your country with. During Our visits to the different regions 
of Turkey, We have often admired those famous places whose 
names come to Our mind at once: The Bosphorus, Izmir, Bursa, the 
Islands in the Marmara Sea... What enchanting landscapes that no 
longer come out of the mind of the man who has ever been happy 
enough to contemplate them ! Not to mention the treasures of art and 
culture amassed on your land in the course of the centuries,already 
evoked by the name of the famous St Sophia ! (...) Your Nation ! 
Illustrious President, what improvements in this quarter of a century 
from 1935 to nowadays ! Let Us evoke with a particular pleasure the 
Jirst meeting, non offical indeed, but full of sincere and respectful 
Jriendliness We had in Ankara with he who was only the Head of 
Foreign Affairs (Numan Menemencioglu), and We had to meet again 
on friendly terms in Paris for nearly ten years. Thus, as you can see, 
We continued to care about Turkey, so_ far from Us though so near to 
Our heart». 


Further to this visit and in order to strengthen the friendly ties 
between theVatican and Turkey, both states decided to establish 
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official diplomatic representatives. His Excellence Mgr Francesco 
Lardone was the first Apostolic Internuncio in Turkey and Mr 
Nureddin Vergin, the first Turkish Ambassador in the Vatican. 
Hence it is at the time when John XXIII was the Pope that lasting 
relations could be settled between both states. 


On Wednesday 20 March, Feridun Cemal Erkin, the Turkish 
Minister of Foreign Affairs met Pope John XXIII. The Holy Father 
welcomed him with a speech filled once again with the memory of 
his stay in Istanbul. 


In 1960, when he unveiled a commerative tablet evoking Mgr 
Ronealli’s stay at the Istanbul Delegation, General Refik Tulga 
concluded his address with a highly symbolic sentence: «Pope 
Roncalli is the first Turkish Pope in History». 


Mgr Roncalli had a high opinion and esteem for Atattirk. His 
Excellency Ihsan Sabri Cagliyangil will state that «his admiration 
came from his love for the man who had given his country not only 
independence and freedom but who was constantly doing his best 
to lead it on the way to contemporary progress». 


* * * 


Mgr Roncalli’s loyalty is to be found in his logic of «universal 
brotherhood». In the farewell address he made when he left 
Bulgaria he said: «According to an ancient Catholic tradition in 
Ireland, candles are burnt on the window sills on Christmas Eve to 
show St Joseph and the Virgin Mary, looking for a shelter in the Holy 
Night, that there is a family waiting for them inside the house with 
plenty of food by the fireplace. Wherever I am, even in the world’s 
end, if a homesick Bulgarian comes by my house, he will find the 
candle burning on my window. He will only have to knock at the 
door and it will be opened for him whether he be a Catholic or an 
Orthodox: (...) he can come in, I will kindly offer him my hospitality». 
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In his address for Whit Sunday on 28 May 1944 in Istanbul, 
Mgr Roncalli carried on the same subject: «Jesus has come to pull 
down these barriers, He died to proclaim universal brotherhood; 
charity is the main point of His teaching, love is what unites Him to 
all the human beings, He who is the first of our brothers, and what 
joins Him with us to His Father. 


For Mgr Roncalli all the human beings were his brothers and he 
went on in the same logic until he died and soon after «a trustful 
hand» lit a candle on his window sill to tell the world that good Pope 
John XXII had ended his mission on earth and from that very 
moment he would keep listening to his brothers from Heaven. 


Next September Pope Roncalli will be beatified. May «his 
burning candle» be a rallying point for all the Men of Good Will ! 
May they be inspired by his words and work for peace on earth ! 
Then his dream for universal brotherhood will come true. 


Rinaldo MARMARA 
Marsillargues, 14 April 2000 
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Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 


Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli! was born on 25 November 1881 in 
Sotto il Monte near Bergamo, in a simple family of farmers whose 
origine? dates from the beginning of the 15th century. He was 
baptized? on the same day in the parish church Santa Maria di 
Brusicco. He spent the first eleven years of his life in his natal 
village and was deeply influenced by the example and advice of his 


! His father, Giovanni Battista Roncalli, married Marianna Mazzola in 1877. 
Angelo was the fourth of their thirteen children. 

2 Martino Roncalli is mentionned in a notarial document dated 26 August 1418, 
in the archives of Bergamo’s bishopric: «Martinus dictus Maytinus filius quondam 
Tomasi de Roncalliss. GIOVANNI XXIII, Il Giornale dell’'Anima e altri scritti di pietd, 
Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura, Roma, 1965, quarta edizione, p. 454. 

3 Extract from his baptism certificate: «Anno MILLES Octing. Octuag. Primo Die 25 
nov. — Ego Franciscus Rebuzzini Par. huj. Ecclesiae S. Io. Baptae Submontis baptizavi 
infantem hodie natum ex legitt. coniug. Io Bapt. Roncalli et Mazzola Marianna e 
Brusicco hujus paroeciae: cui impositum est nomen Angelus Joseph. Patrinus fuit 
Xaverius Roncalli filius Jo. Baptae hujus Paroeciae. —- In quorum fidem sacerdos 
Franciscus Rebuzzini parochus». Idem, p. 456. 
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godfather and great uncle Zaverio+, a man of principles and a 
model Christian. 


Algesi described the everyday life of the Roncalli family in which 
the young Angelo was brought up and filled with true human 
values: «In the evening the whole family used to gather around the 
large kitchen table to say the rosary. During the long winter 
evenings Uncle Zaverio, the grandfather's brother and -a bachelor — 
used to read the Bible and Da Ponte’s Meditations. These were brief 
times when the adults’convincing and contemplative attitude was a 
better teaching than the words from the books. Early in the morning, 
in Summer as well as in Winter, the family used to get up for the first 
mass. It was often still dark but the stingy and balmy air must have 
been bracing (...). On Sundays, dressed in their best clothes which 
were renewed every two or three years, the family used to attend a 
second mass. In the afternoons they used to walk back to church to 
listen to the parish priest’s cathechism. The church was not far from 


_ the house; it belonged to the Brusico district. Outside on the hill there 


stood the ancient and exquisite Roman Church of San Giovanni: it 


4 In 1912 at his great-uncle'’s death, this is what the future Pope wrote about his 
model Christian life: «Fu l'uomo giusto della Divina Scrittura. Semplice, retto, timorato 
di Dio; nell’umilta delle sue origini, e nella vita modesta dei campl, ebbe vivo e profondo 
il senso di Cristo e la sapienza delle cose celesti da lui appresa nell’orazione e nella 
lettura incessante di ottimi libri spirituali. Sua delizia principale fu la chiesa; sempre tl 
primo ad entrarvi il mattino, era l'ultimo ad uscirne la sera. Lo spirito Jfervoroso di 
preghiera santificé il suo lavoro quotidiano, il suo cibo, le sue notti, tutta intera la sua 
vita, Attraverso le vicende di un secolo agitato serbé fervido ed affettuoso, sino 
all’ultimo di, l'entusiasmo della sua giovinezza per la devozione al S. Cuore di Gesu, 
per la causa di Cristo, della Chiesa, del Papa, per le opere cattoliche, di cui fu umile, 
ma convinto apostolo fra 1 buont lavoratori della campagna. Morendo non lascid 
ricchezze, né bent di terra, ma esempi preclart e indimenticabilt alla famiglia e alla 
parrocchia, di illibato costume, di amore al lavoro, di fede semplice, vivissima, operosa, 
di illuminata pieta, di mortificazione. Il sac. Angelo Roncalli, che glt Ju dileitissimo 
pronipote, e da lui fu sorretto nei suoi primi passi verso l'altare, raccomanda la 
memoria benedetta del compianto zio alle preghiere di quanti ne apprezzarono le elette 
virtt cristiane e gli vollero bene, parenit, conterranei, amici». Ibid., p. 457. 
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was the mother-church of the parish and the believers used to go on 
pilgrimage for feast days».5 


On 13 February 1889 he was given the Confirmation by Mgr 
Gaetano Camillo Guindani and on 3 March he received the Holy 
Communion in private. He started his studies in Sotto il Monte 
Elementary School but it was Carvico's priest, Father Pietro Bolis, 
who taught him Latin so that he could attend the third class in 
Celana Middle School. A few months later as he was exhausted by 
the long daily trips®, he definitely got into Bergamo Seminary in 
1892 and he remained there until 1900. In 1895 at the age of 14 
he was tonsured. In January 1901 young Roncalli was granted a 
scholarship by the «Canonico Flaminio Cerasola» foundation and he 
continued his studies in «Apollinare» Seminary in Rome. He 
stopped for a year in the army from November 1901 to 1902 and 
obtained his degree in theology in July 1904. On 10 August he was 
ordained as a priest in Santa Maria Regina Coeli’s in Monte Santo 
in Rome. On the next day he celebrated his first mass in Saint 
Peter's? 


In 1905 Roncalli was appointed secretary to the Bishop of 
Bergamo, Mgr Giacomo Maria Radini Tedeschi. This prelate, who 


5 L. ALGESI, Jean XXIII, Marietti, Roma, 1964; translated by J. THOMAS- 
D'HOSTE, P. Lethielleux, Paris, p. 10-11. 

6 Little Angelo, who was only 10, had to walk eight kilometers a day. 

7 «But this unforgettable day was to be remembered because of another event. He 
was in the middle of the crowd and wanted to see the Pope. When Pius X went by, the 
person who was with him said: Your Holiness, here is a young priest from Bergamo 
who said his first mass this morning. The Pope stopped and turned to him. Angelo was 
so happy with this meeting that he told the Vicar of Christ again the promise he had 
done in the morning. The Pope answered: I thank you and bless you. Be faithful to 
your promise. He walked away then turned back and asked: When will you sing your 
Jirst mass in your village ? On Assumption Day, he answered. The Pope thought for a 
minute. He must have been thinking of the Lombardian and Venetian villages as he 
repeated: Assumption! What a celebration! Let the bells ring again and agains. L. 
ALGESI, Giovanni XXIII, op. cit., p. 34. 
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to like this country». In his farewell address he gave free rein to this 
liking in which his logic of «universal brotherhood» could be 
perceived and later in Istanbul it was to be openly expressed in his 
sermon for Whit Sunday on 28 May 1944. Here are some passages 
of this public address published in <dstina», Sofia’s Catholic 
newspaper: 


«I bless you too, my dear brethren; remember me. I will always 
remain Bulgaria’s devoted friend, come hell or high water. According 
to an ancient Catholic tradition in Ireland, candles are burnt on the 
window sills on Christmas Eve to show St Joseph and the Virgin 
Mary, looking for a shelter in the Holy Night, that there is a family 
waiting for them inside the house with plenty of food by the 
fireplace. Wherever I am, even in the world’s end, if a homesick 
Bulgarian comes by my house, he will find the candle burning on my 
windowsill. He will only have to knock at the door and it will be 
opened for him whether he be a Catholic or an Orthodox: (...) Being 
from Bulgaria is enough; he may come in, I will kindly offer him my 
hospitality».1 


12 From L. ALGESI, John XXII, op. cit., p. 110-111. 
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Apostolic Delegate to Turkey and Greece 
Administrator of the Latin Vicariate of Istanbul 
1935 - 1944 


Mgr Roncalli’s arrival in Istanbul 


On 5 January 1935, Mgr Roncalli, the Apostolic Delegate to 
Turkey and Greece, the administrator of the Istanbul Vicariate, 


arrived on the shores of the Bosphorus and was to remain there 
until 1945. 


As soon as the people in the Istanbul Vicariate heard about Mgr 
Roncalli’s appointment, they started ringing the cathedral’s bells 
«to bring the good news in all directions». On the following Sunday, 
25 November 1934, the clergy and the faithful invited by Mgr 
Dell’Acqua, came to the cathedral for the Thanksgiving Te Deum. 13 


13 V, DEL GIORNO, Chroni ili f 
: , ques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, Vi 
I, typed work, Istanbul, 1983, p. 1094. PaGNoe 


JOHN XXIIl FRIEND OF THE TURKS .....cccccccsessesccsssseceeecsscerseseeceees 7 


The clergy and the faithful had already met Mgr Roncalli. In 
1927 he had come for the first time to Istanbul to attend Mgr Rotta 
in the consecration of Mgr Jean-Frangois Philippucci, the 
Chancellor of the Vicariate, who had been appointed Archbishop of 
Athens (25 mars 1927). In 1931, on 15 August, he had attended 
Mgr Margotti for the consecration of Mgr André Cesarano, General 
Vicar, who had become the Archbishop of Manfredonia. He had 
been acquainted with his future parishioners during his two 
retreats in Istanbul, in 1928 and in 1931, and when he stayed 
either as the Apostolic Visitor for the Georgian nuns or on the 
occasion of the seventh centenary of St Anthony of Padua’s death 
and the sixteenth centenary of the Ephesus Council. 


He arrived in Istanbul nearly incognito without making a fuss 
on Saturday 5 January 1935. On the day after, for Epiphany, he 
solemnly entered the Holy Spirit's cathedral. This is how it is 
reported in the cathedral’s Chronicon: 


«January 6,1935 will remain a famous day in the history of the 
Apostolic Vicariate of Istanbul: the sun was not shining but the 
radiant face of the hero of that family celebration made up for it. Mgr 
Roncalli, who had come incognito from Sofia on Saturday morning, 
was greeted by the clergy, the religious congregations, the faithful in 
his cathedral on Epiphany Sunday... They were all deeply touched 
by the pious way the prelate kissed the Great Cross he was 
presented by Mgr Collaro, in accordance with the rubric. This cross 
symbolised the one he was going to carry on his shoulders. The 
same feeling prevailed when Mgr Roncalli sprinkled the crowds with 
Holy Water and walked across them later, blessing them paternally 
and keeping on smiling. Not to mention the oath of loyalty after the 
reading of the pope’s bulls setting him in his function. During this 
canonical act of respect, Mgr Roncalli not only held out his ring to 
everybody but he also gave a paternal sign of peace with a few 
words nobody will ever forget».'4 


14 |, ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 116-117. 
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The New Pastor’s first public address 


This is the speech Mgr Roncalli made in the Holy Spirit’s 
cathedral on 6 January 1935 on the day he was enthroned: 


«My dear brethren, 


Here Iam with you ! You were looking forward to meeting me: I 
have been told and written that I was in your thoughts and in your 
hearts long before the Holy Father had entrusted me with this 
apostolate which makes me your pastor. I came because I was 
ordered to and I obeyed. Hence you are not responsible for my 
election. However you are responsible for the charity and honour 
with which you have welcomed me today as an evidence of your filial 
devotion and I am grateful to you. God bless you now and forever! 


For weeks I have had to fight with all my heart to leave other 
sons I had to care for these last ten years and who have always 
been — and I will repeat it again and again — a cause of conciliation 
and complacency and I will never forget them for the rest of my life. 
And now, here is my heart open for you like my blessing hands, you 
who are my new spiritual family. Will I be able not to love you ? Will 
I be able not to put myself to the service of your souls and whenever 
it is necessary to sacrifice myself for them ? May God help me ! 


I have decided to come to you on this glorious Sunday of the 
Epiphany of Our lord, on the first day of my new mission so that it 
meant a common self sacrifice to Jesus and a second consecration 
to Him. 


The Wise Men came from the East to adore the new-born Savior. 
What a vision in the narrative of the Gospel ! What a first solemn 
offering ! What a spiritual consecration ! After adoring Him they took 
the treasures they had brought from their countries and offered them 
to the Holy Infant_from Bethleem: gold, incense and myrrh. From the 
Fathers’ teaching, you know that these treasures symbolise the 
three virtues which characterize Christian life all over the world for 
ever and ever: charity, devotion and self sacrifice. 
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Charity, aurum, consists in the research and love for God, love for 
Jesus in all and for all: and as regards the relationships with our 
brethern, in the strong feeling and manifestation of brotherhood as 
described by St Paul (1 Corinthiens13, 4-7): be charitable, be kind, 
do not be envious or haughty, adapt to all situations, trust 
everything, hope for everything, endure everything.... You know very 
well what the outcome will be. 


My dear brethern ! Could we find something better to express the 
duty and praise of the pastor you are expecting me to be ? You know 
very well and everybody knows that I have not been sent to you as 
a politician or a tradesman: I have an only and exclusively religious 
mission. This is what I want to do and I will only do. I am looking for 
your souls, to make you move along your spiritual life which leads 
to prosperity in civil and social life. Thanks to the Lord’s charity we 
will be spared from evil which offends the Lord and His gospel. 
Charity is also the burning flame which stimulates the citizens’ noble 
actions in their private and public lives. 


O Jesus of Bethleem: accept this gold of my charity Iam offering 
You in such a sacred day along with the offering of the hearts of all 
these brethern so that Your spirit rejoices in me and in them. 


Incense, thus, prayer, religious devotion which rises from the 
souls and like a balmy cloud flies up, fills the temple and surrounds 
the altar. 


I know by experience that the Catholics of Istanbul have been 
used to show their devotion, that they love their churches and the 
sacred function and, that they are regular communicants. If we pray, 
if we praise the Lord, our souls will find serenity again in spite of our 
modern lives'tribulations. God speaks directly to our hearts but He 
comes closer to us and the Christian feeling becomes more perfect 
when we pray, when heaven and earth join in the adoration and 
supplication for what we need, each of us and us all, in our families 
and in our society! 
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I intend to imitate on this particular point the splendid examples 
of my predecessors who loved not only to be present but also, by 
their personal devotion, to render more edifying the sacred rites 
which are frequently and carefully celebrated in this cathedral and 
in all the main city churches. And in the light of this mystical 
elevation around the Holy altars, in the middle of the perfumed 
clouds of incense, Iam pleased to evoke the unforgettable figures of 
the two last Apostolic delegates I had been delighted to admire here 
where they had invited me so often for great feasts and who seemed 
to be preparing me to their succession: first, Mgr Margotti in 
particular whose enthusiasm for the House of the Lord, for Church 
discipline, for all the noble and saint deeds, stirred up his generous 
heart to perform great enterprises for the Church. Then let me evoke 
Mgr Rotta’s sweet and delicate figure for the words and the 
examples he gave to the children in particular to encourage them to 
the different forms of devotion. Each of them had his particular spirit 
but they both praised the Lord: Omnis spiritus laudet Dominum. I 
feel so humble before these prelates, splendors of the Catholic 
Bishopric, and Iam filled with fear when I think I am their successor. 
However I would like to display the characteristic values, to set 
myself in their mid-way and honour their traditions as I have been 
asked, to work in the same direction and follow the precious and 
wise dispositions they suggested. 


In the Holy Catholic Church, like in the peoples’ lives — except for 
the doctrinal and moral basis of the natural and supranatural social 
order — there is a constant change: the new circumstances of time 
and place bring forth new ways of life and new religious missions. 
In that respect,blessed is he who knows how to adapt himself to 
time changes, to follow the souls’ needs, to find the right tone in all 
circumstances and prepare the future. 


The spirit of devotion represented by the second offering of the 
Holy Wise Men to the New born in Bethleem is to be found in the 
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will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. 
In his law the islands will put their hope. 


Let us all pray together, my beloved Brethern so that these words 
may contribute to comfort you and me at the end of my mission: let 
us pray our blessed Jesus the Wise Men are adoring today as their 
King, today and for ever the First Pastor and Bishop of the souls, so 
that our lives should be virtuous and saint and a sparkling crown of 
joy should be put on the Shepherd’s head on his last day».15 


Mgr Margotti’s inheritance 


Mgr Roncalli arrived in the Vicariate when there were still 
tensions!6 due to the reforms!” made by his predecessor Mgr 


15 LE FLAMBEAU, Marsel Linguri, Istanbul, November 1961, no. 9, p. 3-5. 

16 Mgr Margotti had met the hostility of all the religious congregations except the 
Italian ones. «He was too zealous, made too many reforms, had difficulties to get on 
well with people and his Apostolic authority was too Italian. Much could be said about 
his interventions in the organisation and the status of the religious congregations, the 
Catholic communities which had had - especially the French ones - a lot of privileges 
and a supremacy for years. If Mgr Margotti had tried to go further in his reforms, there 
would have been a clash between the Delegation and the Representives of the French 
Congregations in Rome». Message dated 24 August 1934 from the French 
ambassador in Ankara, Kammerer. Quai d'Orsay, series E Levant, sub-series Turkey 
1930-1940, b. 607, From R. MOROZZO DELLA ROCCA, «Roncalli diplomatico in 
Turchia e Grecia (1935-1944), Cristianesimo nella storia, Edizioni Dehoniane, 
Bologna, June1987, volume VIII/2, p. 35, note 5. 

17 By a decree dated 8 December1932, Mgr Margotti informed the clergy that the 
first synod in the Vicariate history would take place after the fourth Sunday in Lent, 
on Thursday 30 March 1933. The second meeting took place on Friday 31 March. 
The synodal laws published in a small booklet came into effect from 16 April 1933. 
«The synod aimed at the enforcement of the Church's universal laws for the sake of the 
Vicariate’s good order and spiritual promotion. This booklet was particularly useful for 
the Istanbul Vicariate because the different congregations followed their countries'own 
habits or personal initiatives. How long did these laws come into effect ? A very short 
time. It is very difficult to set up a solid and equal order for all in Istanbul because of 
the large number of congregations, their various nationalities, their former privileges 
and ancient rituals. (...) After Mgr Margotti’s departure and in spite of Mgr Roncalli’s 
apparent respect for the synodal laws, they were soon forgotten and things went back 
to normal. V. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, 
op. cit., p. 1025-1032. 
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Margotti. However his serenity and optimism proceeding from a 
sweet and moderate temper fortunately contributed to re-establish 
authority and to reconcile the opponents as well as to preserve Mgr 
Margotti’s reputation. 


This is how Algesi described the critical situation Mgr Roncalli 
was confronted to which was characterized by a slight split 
between the Delegation and the Istanbul Clergy: «But Mgr 
Margotti’s burning ardour, his refusal to care about futile 
sensitiveness and his up to date methods which were common in the 
Italian dioceses, had not been undestood and were considered as a 
breach in the traditional rights and privileges which were simply 
going too far. Hence there was inevitable tension; reports in Istanbul 
and in Rome were against him, even in Greece similar difficulties 
arouse: the Holy See admitted the Delegate’s value but decided to 
give signs of moderation and called him back as he was facing a 
confrontation he would never be able to come out of by himself. 
Unfortunately diplomatic life has always been full of similar 
episodes». 18 


Mgr Roncalli’s methods were totally different, he was extremely 
patient: «Instead of ordering he would prefer persuasion, invitation, 
and he would rather wait for favourable circumstances for what he 
had suggested».19 In short, he tried to regain confidence without 
destroying what had been built by his predecessor. 


In his report dated 20 March 1935 Mr Kammerer, the French 
ambassador in Ankara, made more explicit the difference between 
Mgr Roncalli and his predecessor: «vho was always looking for 
honours and pomp. Mgr Roncalli had taken hold of his see without 
any fuss, he had been good hearted and had nearly hidden himself. 
This wise prelate, who arrived in Turkey when the situation was 


18 L. ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 117. 
19 Idem, p. 118. 
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stability of the eternal principles of the Church and in this changing 
external circumstances. 


O blessed Jesus: accept the perfume of the incense I will burn 
around the altar. Surround my life and those of these new brethern 
with a balmy cloud that earthly troubles will penetrate only to find 
relief and reasons to deserve eternal bliss. 


The troubles of life on earth ! Ah ! beloved brethern. I would like 
not to speak about them because today I can only see happiness. If 
I remained silent I would betray my mission as a Father and a 
Pastor from the first day. 


Christians must bear their crosses. A gentle modern Saint, as he 
was going to die, uttered these hard words: My Jesus told me that 
the children of His love are all bound to be crucified to death. Hard 
words: crucified to death; but what a glorious doctrina ! Doesn't the 
shadow of the Cross lie on Bethleem's grotto ? Haven't the Wise Men 
brought myrrh, a symbol of repentance and sacrifice, as a third 
present to the new-born King? 


My beloved brethern: you are feeling the weight of pains, your 
shoulders are bending under the weight of life misfortunes, your 
souls are sad because you cannot clearly see the future, let me 
comfort you, let me relieve your pains from now, in the first hour of 


our meeting. 


In order to do one’s duty in life one has to sacrifice oneself. Don’t 
believe that the children of this century who do not hope ina 
condoling religion will fulfill their duties without pain. Their lives are 
more painful than ours ! But we bear our sufferings with serenity, 
with dignity and it makes them light and sweet. 

My beloved Brethern, here I am offering Jesus, before the altar, 
my myrrh, my sacrifice. When I accepted to come here, I have 
already told you, I had just obeyed orders. You have greeted me so 
honestly and so kindly, I have always so much esteemed the clergy 
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and the Catholics of Istanbul that I find it so easy to obey orders. 
But my mission is still a self sacrifice. 


My beloved brethern, I will join in your sacrifice, hence we will 
bear our crosses together: we will go towards Jesus with our hands 
and hair filled with this sacred myrrh which is the symbol of eternal 
glorification. Si compatimur et conglorificemur. 


As great as this sacred liturgy can be, today’s celebration will 
come to an end: after my solemn blessing in the name of the Holy 
Father you will all go back to your everyday lives ! I will quietly start 
my mission among you. I would like you to consider my example as 
a convenient direction to follow and an encouragement in the 
fulfillment of your duties as Catholics and as citizens. As citizens as 
well. Because a Catholic is a complete human being. He 
communicates the virtue of his religion in every single moment of his 
life, even his social life. 


As soon as I arrived here I went to pay homage to the highest 
State representatives in this unrivalled city of Istanbul in which 
Nature, History and Art have given such a supreme beauty that one 
cannot help but admire it. I have considered this action as the 
Jfullfilment of my first duty. As a Christian and as a Catholic we have 
been brought up in the school of Reddite “quae sunt Caesaris 
Caesari: et quae sunt Dei Deo: Give back to Caesar what is 
Caesar's and to God what is God’s, (Luke 20, 25). 


As for the outdoor forms of my mission, as short as Iam, I cannot 
promise you much. I hope God’s grace will help me in my fatherly job 
and in my spiritual and religious duty. I do not want to profane the 
words of the Holy Bible in using them for my humble person. 
However I cannot help but admire these splendid words from Isaiah: 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I 
delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the 
nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the 
Streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick 
he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he 
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rather critical, immediately understood that, first of all he had a very 
unpleasant mission to fulfill. Then two serious mistakes had to be 
corrected: the dissatisfaction of the Latin religious communities of 
Istanbul against Mgr Margotti who was reproached with beeing too 
authoritarian and tactless with them( they wanted their autonomy to 
be preserved ) and his clumsy attempts to establish relationships 
with the Government and the Turkish Authorities. Mgr Roncalli came 
to Turkey unnoticed. When he was in Sofia he had been told that the 
new Italian ambassador was going to come to Istanbul on the same 
day and on the same express train as he was to arrive. He found it 
more auspicious to choose another date so as to spare himself 
compromising meetings and too patriotic greetings. As soon as he 
arrived he went to the Police authorities to introduce himself and get 
a residence permit. He was particularly satisfied to get very soon a 
permit which is normally granted to foreign Consuls».?° 


Mgr Roncalli had noticed that «the softer his way to order was 
the faster and more generous his collaborators complied with it. He 
was considered as the leader of the religious celebrations in the 
Catholic Parishes of Istanbul. He did not try to make his Cathedral 
the center of all the manifestations of Catholic life but he let each 
church organise the celebrations one after the other. He enjoyed 
visiting people rather than summonning them and he always acted 
very tactfully: he used to arrive on tip toe».?1 


20 Message from Kammerer dated 20 March 1935, Quai d'Orsay, series E Levant, 
sub-series Turkey, 1930-1940, b. 607. From R. MOROZZO DELLA ROCCA, 
«Roncalli diplomatico in Turchia e Grecia (1935-1944), op. cit., p. 37-38. 

21 L, ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 122. 
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Some significant events during 
Mgr Roncalli’s Vicariate in Turkey 


It is impossible to mention all the events which took place 
during Mgr Roncalli’s stay in Istanbul so I have selected the most 
significant ones which have influenced the Vicariate’s life and at 


the same time, thrown a light on the Apostolic Delegate and 
Administrator’s character. 


* Oe 


At the very beginning of his stay in Turkey, on 13 June 1935, 
the law?? which forbade the wearing of religious clothes in 


22 Law dated 3 February 1935, no. 2/1958: published in the official paper dated 
18 February 1935, no. 2933. This law forbade the representatives of all religions (the 
Muslims, the Jews, the Christians) to wear religious clothes or signs in public and 
came into effect on 13 June 1935. Here is the reproduction of the first 4 articles of the 
law composed of 11 articles: «Madde 1 — Herhangi din ve mezhebde olurlarsa olsunlar 
mensub olduklart din ve mezheblerin usul ve teamiillerine gére mabed ve ayinlerde 
Tuhani kisve tagimakla miikellef olanlar mahalli Hiiktimetlerince alakadar olanlardan 
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public23 came into effect. Mgr Roncalli wanted to set an example 
and to have a photograph of his clergy and himself in non-religious 
clothes taken on the day this law was put into operation so as to 
mark the changes which had taken place. After the celebration the 
priests without their religious clothes marched out of St Anthony's 
and were rather embarrassed by the church-goers staring at them: 
«In the middle of the oldest priests who found it hard to wear a suit 
they had not put on for so long, the bishop was standing more 
relaxed than ever, smiling, as if amused, to make people realise that 
obviously appearances could be deceptive. He did not want to 
impose either a uniform or a colour for the clothes: the clergy was 
advised to wear strict dark clothes and nothing more».24 


* * 


From 15 to 22 December 1935 Mgr Roncalli made his religious 
worship at the Delegation with the cathedral’s priests. 


* * * 


Here is how Mgr Del Giorno described Mgr Roncalli who, for ten 
years, devoted his life to the Vicariate of Istanbul: «Mgr Roncalli 
was unpretentious with the children and humble with modest people 


alinacak listeler mucibince ancak mabed ve ayinlerde ruhani kisve tasumaga mezun 
addolunurlar. Madde 2 — Her din ve mezhebin ruhanilerini ayut ettirmek igin kabul 
edilen her tiirlu kisve, alamet ve isaret ruhani kafet addolunur. Madde 3 - Mabedler 
her din ibadetine mahsus ve usule muvafik olarak teessiis etmig olan kapalt 
mahallerdir. Madde 4 — Hiikiimet her din ve mezhebden miinasib gérecegi yalruz bir 
ruhaniye mabed ve ayin haricinde dahi ruhani kiyafetini tasiyabilmek igin verebilecegi 
muvaffak miisaadeler ile bir mtisaade muiiddetinin hitamunda onun aynt ruhani 
hakkinda yenilenmesi veya bagka bir ruhaniye verilmesi hakkindaki muameleye aid 
teklifler Dahiliye Vekdletince yapuir. Ve karar Icra Vekilleri Heyetince verilim. 

23 VY, DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. 
cit., p. 1097-98. «Mgr Roncalli advised all the priests, nuns and monks to obey the law 
and he respected it himself. The Catholics'force does not come from appearances but 
fom Christ’s spirit (...). Mgr Roncalli’s common sense and optimism had made_ these 
changes easier for the old (...). At first Mgr Roncalli used to wear a black suit with a tie 
or a bowler. Later he put on a Roman collar and a felt hat». 

24 |, ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 135. 
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without renouncing his dignity, condescending, friendly, patient, 
comprehensive. He knew how to catch the attention of those who 
were listening to him in private conversations as well as in his 
addresses. He used to say sweet words inspired by faith and 
charity. We can rarely hear the words of the Lord whereas futile 
speeches are common. People were pleased to listen to him even 
when he spoke French. Even if he made grammar and vocabulary 
mistakes he expressed deep thoughts, which was more important25, 
More than once he admitted he was reluctant to have to talk ina 
language he could not speak properly but he used to say that this 
slight humiliation could be fruitful: the simplest sermon could be the 
most efficient. Hence on Sundays he used to do the catechism of 
perseverance himself before an audience of about 15 to 20 persons 
who were the nuns from Sion most of the time. On the contrary, in 
his mother tongue he proved equal to his task: he was fluent though 
he selected all his sentences which were well built, polished and 
meaningful. He was particularly careful in writing letters he enjoyed 
reading to his regular friends. He used to read a lot especially at 
night: religious books or not, and thanks to his good memory, he 
increased his vast knowledge in history, patristic, litterature and art. 
His humble manners made people feel confident and talk to him. It 
helped him a lot in his ministry. He never refused to attend a 
ceremony even the simplest one whenever he was asked to. When 
the father is here and makes a speech, his children are all glad to 
listen to him. Towards the end of his Vicariate, he was always ready 
to celebrate the weddings of those who asked him for and other 
private ceremonies (...)».26 


2 

° iden p. 124: «When we read his speeches in French, we noted that they were 
very deep in their theological and biblical meaning but they were never abstract or 
Beconvincing. His style comprises both density and simplicity which made him sound 
like great preachers such as Bossuet». 

26 i 
fi ae GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. cit 

p. -1101. : 
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In the St Louis Inter-ritual Seminary, there were mainly 
students who came from villages of Anatolia and Azebaijan and 
Mgr Roncalli enjoyed talking to them about his family, his humble 
living conditions, the hard work in the fields and in particular how 
happy he had been to grow in such a family background where God 
was traditionally feared. In return he liked these youngsters to tell 
him everything about their families, their villages... thus he was 
their father or rather they were his brothers. Such a behaviour was 
unusual to the other teachers and could have made him less 


f Reverend Raymond Philippucci reports what Friar Imbert 
li Stanislas said about Mgr Roncalli he had met in Bulgaria and how 
/ | he depicted the expressive personality of «the Charity Diplomat»: 


i}! «Mgr Roncalli was good to everybody and he looked as if he were 
| everyone’s best friend. Everybody felt as if they were his personal 
in friends. He did not act for shelfish motives but he truly offered 
himself to all the people who met him. Such a show of kindness is 
rarely met».27 


Father Arthur Droulez from St Benoit’s, in his unpublished prestigious. However Mgr Roncalli would rather make use of 
| | report about Mgr Roncalli, wrote about this good prelate: «He did heartiness in his teaeie BIgRHEr: He almed at pe Ue them to be 
et have affection for his priests, they were met with pleasant reception more generous to others in spite of their hard daily lives.29 

i} at the Apostolic Delegation and he even invited them for meals. lam He used to keep his parents’photography by his bedside. He 
|i proud of having been invited many times as a preacher along with used to refer to his father, Giovanni Battista Roncalli, who had 
| | Mgr Descuffi and some others. We used to speak Italian which was instilled in his children’s minds'his great piety, his love for work 
| | what he preferred but it was mere chatting and we felt totally and his trust in Divine Providence.3° 


| 1 relaxed. He used to burst out laughing when he quoted The Fiancés 


He used to love speaking about his family and it proved they 
; | by Manzoni (...}».28 
[| 


were always in his mind. On the day of his coronation he said to 


{| / de Mgr Capovilla who was his private secretary at the time: « was 
| Father Righi, Mgr Roncalli’s secretary in Istanbul from 1] thinking of Reuse in Soo hacen of my father and mother. on 
i September 1939 to 24 August 1943, in his book entitled «Papa et May 1942 in a conversation with the students of the Armenian 
| F Giovanni XXII sulle rive del Bosforo» - Pope John XXIII on the shores Sisters of the Immaculate Conception School in Pangalti, he told 
of the Bosphorus ~ intended to «open a window of Mgr Roncalli’s them how his mother wanted her baby boy to remain by her side 
‘| house in the old Pangalti district where, as the Holy See’s when she went for the washing up. To the Sisters of Our Lady in 
| | Representative and as the Latin Congregation's Pastor, he led a life Sion he tle this meaningnl episode oF his Tis: on a saeeed 
i I, comparable to a light which could not be turned out, made of virtue afternoon his une eavenle pantie dozing during ag are aes 
F | and happiness». Here are some interesting sketches he made in his lesson. Young Giovanni woke him up and told him to listen 
4 1 se ERE carefully to the priest. His uncle, who was rather surprised, 


I | Silenced him and said: < know my cathechism by heart, | know 
I 27 R. PHILIPPUCCI, «A hundred years ago, the Holy Spirit basilica was turned 
| into a cathedral by Pope Pius IX», LE FLAMBEAU, Marse! Linguri, Istanbul, June- 28 V. U. RIGHI (Mgr.), Papa Giovanni XXII sulle rive del Bosforo, Edizioni 


July 1976, no. 6, p. 10-11. ; Messaggero, Padova, 1971, p. 19-20. 
a 28 A. DROULEZ, Mes souvenirs de l'épiscopat de Mgr. Roncalli, unpublished 30 Idem, p. 21. 


‘| manuscript, 32 pages, 1961, p. 28. St Benoit's archives, Istanbul. 
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what the priest is talking about so I can sleep. But you are just a 
child and you have not learnt your cathechism yet so you must be 
attentive so as to learn it».3! 


In 1939 Mgr Roncalli’s sisters, Ancilla and Maria, came to spend 
some holidays at their brother’s. They helped with the housework 
and with the nuns‘daily chores. Mgr Roncalli used to pay a visit in 
the daytime and they used to speak in their local Bergamo 
language about the recent news from the village. Mgr Roncalli had 
always been grateful to his sisters to have followed him in the 
different stages of his life so as to preserve this close link with his 


relatives. 


He enjoyed reading the letters he wrote to his family during the 
night to his secretary when they were having a light breakfast.3? 


They both used to visit the sick priests and nuns, the poor in 
the hospitals, the cripple in Artigiana, and the orphans in Bebek... 
When he was the Pope he never stopped spreading all over the 
world his message for generosity.° 


During his stay in Istanbul he wrote his will and wished the 
following words were engraved on his tombstone: «<Obedientia et 
Pax» - Obedience and Peace -.34 


He used to take the tram in Istanbul just like any other citizen 
or a taxi in case of emergency. He used to pack himself when he 
was invited to a celebration. He selected his religious clothes and 
he never forgot to take a needle and black and white thread, which 
Pope Pius XI had advised him to do: «never forget a needle and 
black and white thread ... one never knows». He could not help but 
be admired by all the congregation in acting in such a way. 


31 Ibid., p. 18, 22 et 24. 
32 Ibid., p. 25 et 28. 

33 [bid., p. 35. 

34 bid., p. 41 
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He spent ten years among his parishioners like an ordinary man 
and he never had any sign of his rank except for his bishop ring. 
He used to wear a cassock and a Roman collar when he was in his 
house even if it was very hot in Summer. He was always ready to 
welcome any unexpected guest.35 


He used to go to Ferik6y burial place to pray on the tombs of the 
cathedral priests, of the religious families or former friends’ones.36 


The cathedral priests who lived nearby were: Mgr Rocco Collaro, 
the archdeacon and _ parish priest; Mgr Joseph Guillois, the 
chancellor; Mgr Jean-Baptiste Philippucci, the vice-chancellor; Mgr 
Vittorio Del Giorno, the vice-curate; Mgr Nicolas Salahas, the vicar; 
Mgr Nicolas Vuccino, the Uskiidar parish vicar and Father 
Athanasios Taoussi, the choir master.37 


* * 


Mgr Roncalli’s heart was particularly moved by simple people. In 
February 1937 the old cathedral's sacristan Jeremy died in hospital 
and Mgr Roncalli attended his funeral to show that the Church, the 
Lord’s image, cared about the poor as much as the rich. 


* * * 


On 25 July1937 Mgr Roncalli, the Bishop in charge of the 
consecration, with Mgr Alexandre Guidati, the Archbishop of 
Naxos-Tinos and Mgr Paul Kirecyan, the Archbishop of the 
Catholic Armenians annointed Mgr Grégoire Vuccino from the 
Augustines of the Assumption in Kadikdéy, promoted to the 
Bishopric of Syra island in Greece.38 


* * 


35 Ibid., p. 41 et 42. 

36 Ibid., p. 48. 

37 Ibid., p. 65. 

38 R, PHILIPPUCCI, «A hundred years ago, the Holy Spirit basilica was turned 
into a cathedral by Pope Pius [X», LE FLAMBEAU, op. cit., May 1976, no. 5, p. 11. 
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From 12 to18 December 1937 Mgr. Roncalli made his religious 
worship with the clergy at the Delegation. 


* * * 


On 30 January 1938 the 15th centenary (438-1938) of the 
transfer of St John Chrysostomus’ s relics from his exile place 
(Comana Pontica) to Constantinopolis was celebrated in the 
Istanbul Vicariate. Mgr Roncalli wanted to glorify the Defender of 
Faith and the Primacy of the Roman Pontiff with special 
celebrations. On Sunday 23 January a mass in Byzantian rite was 
said by Mgr Denis Varouhas in the Greek Catholic chapel in 
Hamalbasi. On 27 January a mass in Armenian rite was celebrated 
at St Mary’s Catholic Armenian cathedral in SakizaBac by Mgr Paul 
Kirecyan. On 30 January at 10 in the morning Mgr Roncalli 
celebrated the pontifical mass at the Holy Spirit's cathedral. After 
reading the Evangile in Turkish he commented on the parabole of 
the Good Shepherd in Italian. The cycle of celebrations ended on 6 
February.°9 


* * 


In a decree dated 2 February 1938 Mgr Roncalli announced his 
next pastoral visit which started with a preparatory Triduum 
preached by Father Arthur Droulez, a Lazarist from Saint-Benoit. 
On 6 March 1938, on the first Lent Sunday, the pastoral visit 
solemnly began in the Holy Spirit's according to the rules of the 
«Liber Pontificalis». After visiting the city’s different parishes, the 
Apostolic Delegate went to meet the Latin Congregations of Minor 
Asia. His pastoral visit ended on 31 December 1938.49 


* OR 


39 VY. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. cit.. 


p. 1112-1113. . 
40 Idem, p. 1113-1114. R. PHILIPPUCCI, «A hundred years ago...», OP. cit., p. 11. 
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On 19 July 1938 the Eucharistic procession for Corpus Christi 
took place for the first time in the Latin burial ground in Ferikoy, 
up to that moment it had been celebrated in the middle of the city 
in the Pera district. 


Father Athanase conducted the hymns. Two temporary altars 
were placed in the roundabouts of the cemetery. The final 
benediction with the monstrance was given by Mgr Roncalli in front 
of the chapel.4! 


OK OK 


On 10 February 1939 on the verge of the First World War, Pius 
XI died after offering his life for the peace on earth. Mgr Roncalli 
was deeply upset at this loss. At noon soon after he heard about it, 
the flag at the Apostolic Delegation was flured and craped. Mgr 
Roncalli announced the death of the Pope in a decree on the same 
day and informed about the decisions he had taken in such 
circumstances: «We are very sad at the annoucement of the death 
of the Holy Father and our hearts are full of sorrow. Pius XI has 
reached the end of his working day full of glory at a time of serious 
doubts and more serious troubles. May his last blessing be 
accounted for the quietness and peace for the whole world. Our 
duty, as fervent Catholics, is obvious: we have to pray for him, 
gather our prayers around his mortal remains and beg the Lord to 
give his noble soul heavenly joy, he who devoted his whole life to the 
service of the Catholic Church and of Mankind. The superiority and 
the broadmindedness he had often shown in such a long life allow 
us to think that, around the blessed memory of the Holy Father there 
will be a union along with the Catholics of all those who have faith 
in Jesus Christ, even if they belong to other religious confessions, of 
all those who believe in Truth, Justice and Generosity which is the 


41 A. DROULEZ, Mes souvenirs de l'épiscopat de Mgr. Roncalli, op. cit., p. 16; St 
Benoit's Archives, Istanbul. 
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most precious element of human progress whatever the time and the 
people may be (...)». On Sunday 19 February 1939 the funeral 
ceremony took place in the Holy Spirit’s cathedral in mourning 
adornments. Mgr Roncalli had cared himself about the decoration 
of the church. A huge portrait of Pius XI had been craped and set 
above the main entrance to the church. Two flured and craped 
pontifical flags joined the two side tribunes of the front door. Inside 
the church, in the middle of the central nave, a catafalque whose 
top was covered with the pontifical coulours had been placed. The 
white papal tiara was standing on it. The columns were covered 
with red and purple veils hanging from their capitals contrasting 
with this mourning display as if to signify that the pope was dead 
but the Church was still alive. In his decree dated 10 February Mgr 
Roncalli had precised: «However, my dear Brethren, there is no 
state of uncertainty. At the pope’s death, during the short period of 
the changing of the supreme government, there comes the age-old, 
spontaneous and simple cheering from the deepest of the souls: hail 
to the Pope ! I give you my sad regards and I bless you». 


On both sides of the central nave there were the diplomatic 
corps and the representatives of all the religious confessions. The 
choir, conducted by Father Athanase, perfectly performed the 
famous Mass of Palestrina in 6 parts. At the end of the celebration 
Mgr. Roncalli said the funeral oration in French dotted with 
personal remembrances: «f had been following Don Achille Ratti 
(Pius XI) for 13 years and I had learnt to know and to love him in 
Milan in 1909 in the Ambrosiana Library (...). On 2 February 1922, 
in the evening I saw Cardinal Ratti on his way to the Conclave and 
gave him all my wishes in his contribution to giving the Church a 
pope who would devote himself to Peace and Missions throughout 
the world. — Could you imagine any other outcome to the conclave ? 
he told me with a smile. And when I saw him come out of the pope’s 
apartments for the first time on the morning of 7 February, a few 
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hours after his nomination, remembering my wishes he told me: 
Have you seen what has happened ? Facing all these 
responsibilities one may shudder[...). After his election the first 
problem aroused: was he going to give the blessing to the crowds 
from the big outside balcony of St Peter’s or to follow his 
predecessors’ ways ? He thought for a moment then determinedly 
said: My name is Pius which is a peace name; I will give the blessing 
to the city, to Italy, to the whole world from the outside loggia. Such 
a behaviour is significant enough to reveal a man’s character.(...) 
When I met him for the last time last September he told me: for the 
Church future I am not fearful, God keeps his promises». 


The final blessing was said in five different rites and languages: 
Arabic by the Patriarcal Vicar Chami; Slovak by Archmandrite Ivan 
Nikolov; Greek by Mgr Varouhas; Armenian by Mgr Kirecyan; and 
finally Latin by Mgr Roncalli. «The whole Catholic Church with all 
the different languages, rites and practices was united in prayer for 
the eternal rest of his unique Chiefs soul, which made this 
celebration an illustration of the Church’s universal nature.42 


* ¥* * 


Mgr Roncalli did not know that, while he was paying this last 
homage to the Holy Father, his mother, Marianna Mazzola, had a 


serious stroke which was going to cause her to die on 20 February 
1939. 


Pius XI’s death had prevented Mgr Roncalli from travelling. On 
22 February he wrote a letter to his family and said about his 
mother: «She has always been in my mind, night and day, in my 
Prayers and conversations, in my trouble and when I had a short 
Sleep at night, and I said to myself: she is far from me and she is 


42 The developments about Pius XI's mourning ceremony are influenced by: V. 
DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. cit., p. 1118- 
1127; L. ALGESI, Giovanni XXIII, op. cit., p. 124-126. 
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suffering and I am suffering here when I think of her; but our 
sacrifice is dear to the Lord and we will all be blessed for it. When 
Ancilla ( his sister) wrote that she (his mother) would have liked to 
see him again but if she could not they would meet again in heaven: 
these words have cheered me up and they are cheering me up now. 
Yes, indeed, we will all meet again in heaven if we remain loyal to 
the teachings that our very dear mother has given us. Her most 
remarkable virtues were simplicity and kindness (...}».4° 


On 21 March 1939, 30 days after the death of his «beloved 
mother, in a letter to Father Montico, Mgr Roncalli thanked the 
whole congregation of St Anthony's for their participation in his 
mourning. He said that he had not forgotten the funeral celebrated 
on 28 February in this very church on the seventh day after his 
mother’s death.*4 


* * * 


In a decree dated 2 March 1939, Mgr Roncalli announced the 
election of the new pope Pius XI: «Habemus Papam ! We have a 
pope. We have not waited for a long time. Few hours were enough to 


43 A. MELLONI, Il Giornale dell’Anima, diari e scritti spirituali, Istituto per le 
Scienze Religiose, Bologna, 1987, p. 537, note 6 (Familiari, I 459-460). Translatec 
from Italian by the author. 

44 ARCHIVES OF THE CONVENTUALS in St Anthony's. Mgr Roncalli’s letter, datec. 
21 March 1939, to Father Giorgio Montico, the Superior of the Conventuals, Istanbul... 
to thank him for his condolence message and prayers for his departed mother.«Rev.me 
e caro Padre Superiore, Nel compiersi del XXX giorno dalla morte della mia cara mamma. 
tengo ad esprimere, anche per iscritto, a lei ed ai suai religiosi il sentimento della mic 
gratitudine per la partecipazione che vi compiaceste prendere al mio filiale dolore. Nor: 
dimenticheré mai il solenne funerale celebrato a S. Antonio il 28 febbraio — in die septime 
— riuscito cosi nobile e cosi decoroso, Non solo mi commosse la vostra preghiera: mo 
Vinvito da voi fatto a molti a pregare per l'anima benedetta della defunta e per me. 
Questa cosi pronta compreensione delle intimita pit sacre del 


consolazione. E sono gratissimo ai Padri di S. Antonio che, questa consolazione, 
procurano con tanta larghezza e con tanta bonta ed indulgenza (...}. 


nostro spirito nei giorn! 
della pena ed in quelli della letizia, che avverto nei rapporti fra il vescovo ed i suo: 


collaboratori nel ministero delle anime qui ad Istanbul é per me motivo di purissime: 
me Ici 
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the Church to find youth again. There were very few changes and 
plenty of splendor in the succession to the Apostolic See. Cardinal 
Pacelli, who devoted his life to the immediate service of the Holy See 
and who was for the last nine years the departed Pope’s most 
intimate partner, is now the Apostolic Heir and keeps the blessed 
name (...) And beyond the Christian flock who belonged to the 
former pope, he can see God's children full of respect, 
comprehension and gratitude. So that the ministry of truth, order, 
peace that Divine Providence granted to him may be carried out for 
the salvation and the sanctification of the souls and contribute to the 


world’s prosperity and real progress. Let us gather in the churches 
to thank and pray our Lord».*5 


On 12 March a solemn thanksgiving «Te Deum» was celebrated 
for the coronation of Pius XIJ at the Holy Spirit’s cathedral. 


Ok O* 


Because of Pope Pius XI’s death and Pius XIl's election, the 
relations between the Sister Churches reached a turning point. 
Mgr Roncalli was responsible for it: «At the death of Pius XI, further 
to an invitation of the Apostolic Delegate, the Patriarch was 
represented in the funeral mass celebrated at the Holy Spirit’s. 
Another Orthodox representative had been given the seat of honour 
during the thanksgiving celebration for Pope Pius XII’s election. On 
27 may 1939 Mgr Roncalli had personally come into action with a 
visit to the Phanar. Patriarch Benjamin, who was with the Heliopolis 
Metropolitan and the Laodicea Metropolitan, had honoured him and 
Mgr Roncalli had thanked him in the Pope’s name for their 
Participation first, in the mourning, then in the joy of the Catholic 
Church. This meeting had been undoubtedly the first_for centuries. 
For those who knew about the usual tension between both 


45 i 
V. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. cit. 
P. 1129-1131; (Notizie storiche, volume II, p. 424-426). 
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Churches, this event had been extraordinary in spite of the efforts of 
the Press to neglect it. - It is a simple courteous meeting between 
the two Churehes — a Greek Orthodox paper in Istanbul noted. But 
the Apostolic Delegate was convinced that the way to unity was to 
be full of these meetings and signs of respect. He believed he was 
right when he thought that the highest barriers could be pulled down 
with hearts».4® 


* OK * 


On 9 July 1939 there was the first centenary of the Foundation 
of the Little Sisters of the Poor and Mgr Roncalli wanted a public 
celebration just like the nuns’action for the poor whatever their 
religions or nationalities could be. In his sermon during the 
ceremony celebrated in the cathedral, Mgr. Roncalli praised such a 
charitable work and supported the ones he called «the Great Little 
Sisters of the Poorm. 


* * OK 


From 12 to 18 November 1939 Mgr Roncalli made his religious 
worship at the Jesuits’ in Ayazpaga. 


* * 


For the centenary of the Charity Sisters’ arrival in Istanbul, Mgr 
Roncalli made a speech at St Benoit’s on 10 December 1939 which 
is probably the best example of his carefully prepared and 
documented way of preaching. Starting from the Scriptures he 
ended in a moral teaching and a spiritual encouragement for the 
sisters mentionning numerous historical references. It is to be 
noted that the first miracle John XXIII accomplished was the 
recovery of Caterina Capitani who was a nun from the Charity 
Sisters’ Congregation. 


46 |, ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 168-169. 
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* Ok OF 


From 25 November to 1 December 1940, Mgr Roncalli’s religious 
worship took place at Our Lady of Sion’s in Tarabya which is the 
President of the Turkish Republic’s Summer residence nowadays. 


* * 


On 25 November 1941 which was Mgr Roncalli’s 60th birthday, 
he sent a photography to a friend of his and added on it: «Here is 
Mgr Roncalli at the age of 60. It is the most beautiful age: good 
health, more mature judgment, a more clearsighted, more gentle, 
more optimistic and more confident man». 


For Mgr Roncalli, his birthday symbolised his life’s last turning 
point, and in order to ponder over it he went to Tarabya at the ~ 
Sisters of Sion’s: «In order to sanctify the first days after my 60th 
birthday I went to Terapia for a week as a chaplain for poor nuns 
who had come from Romania. I followed religious worship and I 
meditated the Miserere ~ four verses a day -— on my own and in 
silence. This is how I wanted to start my life’s last period: old age. 
Peaceful old age ! May the Lord give a profitable and edifying end to 
my humble life!». 


A great number of his close friends died and it made him feel he 
was getting older. However Mgr Roncalli found comfort in the hope 
of meetings to come: «Thank God I prefer looking forward than 
backward. Even the dearest memories of persons and things remain 
inside me as if to recall the meeting to come. Life is like a sea voyage. 
We cry when we say goodbye to our friends but, when we reach the 
harbour, they are already waiting for us!».47 


* * 


47 L. ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 154-155 ( for the three quotations on Mgr 
Ronealli’s birthday ). 
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Mgr Roncalli was given money?’ for his birthday. The German 
Ambassador Von Papen is said to have largely contributed to it. ras 
great part of this sum was destined to the restauration of the 
Apostolic Delegation whose renovation dated back to Mgr Rotelli’s 
time in 1886. The restauration made with good taste by Mgr 
Roncalli is mentionned on a commemorative tablet evoking his stay 
at the Delegation. When it was unveiled in 1960 the city of Istanbul 
was in a state of siege and all the meetings, even private, were 
forbidden. Mgr Lardone had to ask the Istanbul Governor, General 
Refik Tulga, for permission. The latter knew Mgr Roncalli so well 
that he immediately granted permission and he even expressed his 
wish to unveil the inscription himself. On the day of the ceremony, 
General Tulga ended his address with this highly symbolic 
sentence: «Pope Roncalli is the first Turkish pope in history».49 This 
is one of the best illustrations of how highly the Turkish authorities 
thought of Mgr Roncalli and an example of the good impression this 
kind-hearted prelate made on all the social classes of the country. 


This is what is written5° on the commemorative tablet: 


48 GIOVANNI XXIII, I! Giornale dell’Anima, op. cit., p. 283: «Phis year Providence 
has given me a good amount of money. This money belongs to me. I have given it out: 
some of it to the poor, some of it for my personal expenses and to help my relatives 
and the greatest part of it for the restoration of the Apostolic Delegation and of some of 
the priests'rooms at the Holy Spirit’s cathedral». Notes about his stay at Tarabya from 
25 November to 1 December 1940. 

49 ROMANA Beatificationis et Canonizationis servi dei Johannis XXIII Papae, (25. 
XI. 1881 — 3.V1.1963), Romae MCMLXVIL, p. 29. 

50 It means (LE FLAMBEAU, op. cit., 1960, no. 7, p. 12): HE WHO, UNDER THE 
VENERABLE NAME OF JOHN XXIII, IS THE PRESENT HEAD OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, ANGE JOSEPH RONCALLI, FOR TEN YEARS, FROM THE BEGINNING OF 
THE YEAR 1935 TO THE END OF THE YEAR 1944, AS THE APOSTOLIC DELEGATE 
TO TURKEY, LIVING IN THIS HOUSE AND RESTORING IT AT HIS OWN EXPENSES, 
MADE IT FAMOUS FOR THE EXAMPLE HE GAVE OF AN HONOURABLE MAN. HE WAS 
PIOUS, CAREFUL, KIND AND BY HIS WORDS AND INITIATIVES LIT UP AMONG THE 
CLERGY AND LAYMEN THE LIGHT OF THE VERY HOLY RELIGION PRESERVING AND 
EVEN INCREASING THE PRESTIGE OF THE HOLY SEE. IN ORDER TO KEEP IN MIND 
SUCH AN IMPORTANT SOUVENIR THIS TABLET WAS SET IN 1960. 
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QUI 
IOANNIS XXIII VENERABILI NOMINE 
NUNC CATHOLICAE ECCLESIAE GUBERNACULA TENET 
ANGELUS IOSEPHUS RONCALLI 
DECEM ANNORUM SPATIO 
AB INITIO A. MCMXXXV AD EXITUM A. MCMXLIV 
IN TURCARUM NATIONE APOSTOLICUS DELEGATUS 
HAS SUI DOMICILII AEDES 
QUAS SUO PRAECIPUO SUMPTU IN ORNATIOREM FORMAM 
RESTITUIT 
PRAECLARAE VIRTUTIS DECORAVIT EXEMPLIS 
PIUS PRUDENS SUAVIS 
APUD SACRUM CLERUM ET LAICORUM ORDINEM 
DICTIS FACTISQUE RELIGIONIS SANCTISSIMAE FLAMMAM 
ALUIT 
PETRI SEDIS HONOREM 
SERVAVIT ADAUXIT 
UT POSTERIS TANTA SUPERESSET MEMORIA 
HIC POSITUS LAPIS 
A. MCMLX 


* * * 


On 13 May Mgr Roncalli commemorated at the Holy Spirit’s 
Pope Pius XII’s anniversaries: his coronation and the 25th year of 
his bishopric. On the day before, the Vatican radio had broadcast 
the Holy Father’s Message of Peace. 


In the grand lounge of the Casa d'Italia - the Italian Cultural 
Centre - Pius XII’s portrait was standing. The Cathedral's 
chronicler, Mgr Del Giorno, reports that Mr Ferraris, the head of 
the Italian High school Palazzo Venezia, made a speech about the 
Pope and stressed the benefits of the harmonious relations 
between the Vatican and Italy. Mgr Roncalli, the Eastern Bishops, 
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the clergy and the whole Italian colony attended the ceremony. A 
wonderful choir conducted by Father Montico, St Anthony's 
Superior, with Mr Carlo d’Alpino at the piano, sang Tu es Petrus, 
and Oremus pro pontifice. 


The Vicariate wanted to recall both anniversaries with a series 
of celebrations. On 16 May Mgr Roncalli presided over a celebration 
in St Louis next to the French Embassy. Father Jean Bertrand, a 
Lazarist from St Benoit’s made a speech on Pius XII. 


The Germans and the Austrians organised a celebration at St 
George’s. The Spanish, under the supervision of Father Salvatore 
Fernandez y Frasquet, celebrated a thanksgiving Te Deum at the 


Holy Land’s chapel. 


From 14 to 16 May, a Triduum of prayers for the Holy Father 
and for Peace on earth was organised at St Anthony’s which is 
nearer to the city centre. Each day a sermon was preached ina 
different language: on the first day it was in Italian with Mgr 
Roncalli, on the second day it was in Greek by Mgr Varouhas and 
on the third day it was in Turkish by Gomidas Carke1yan, from the 
Armenian clergy. 


The closing of these splendid religious ceremonies took place on 
17 May at the Holy Spirit's. There was a solemn pontifical mass 
and Mgr Roncalli set in high relief Pope Pius XII’s grandeur and 
dignity.51 


* * * 


Religious worship took place at the Delegation, from 25 to 31 
October 1942, just like the ones in 1935 and 1937. It was the last 
time Mgr Roncalli attended them in Istanbul, for, those which were 


51 The developments about the ceremonies commemorating Pius XII's 25th 
anniversary are inspired by: V. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale 
du Saint-Esprit, op. cit., p. 1150-1152. 
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due to take place by the end of 1944 were cancelled because of his 
nomination in Paris. 


* Ke 


The 25th anniversary of the Virgin Mary’s apparition in Fatima, 
Portugal, was commemorated all over the world by the 
consecration of Mankind to «The Immaculated Heart of Mary». The 
celebration for this occasion took place at the Holy Spirit’s on 10 
January 1943 at 4.30 pm in spite of a very cold and snowy 
weather. Mgr Roncalli said the Rosary then urged the crowds to 
pray for peace. He read the prayer for the consecration himself.52 


* * * 


Towards the end of his stay inTurkey, on 28 Mai 1944, Mgr 
Roncalli made a sermon on Whit Sunday urging the faithful to pull 
down the barriers that separated them from the other religions so 
as to follow Jesus Christ’s teaching who had come to proclaim 
«universal brotherhood»: 


«{...) We, the Latin Catholics of Istanbul, and the Catholics of other 
rites: Armenian, Greek, Chaldean, Syrian, etc., we are a small 
minority living on the surface of a vast world with which we have but 
superficial relations. We like to be different from those who do not 
have the same faith as ours: our Orthodox brothers, Protestants, 
Jews, Muslims, Believers or Non-believers of other religions (...). It is 
normal that we should all care about ourselves, our national and 
Jamily traditions, closed in our limited social milieu like the First Men 
of the Iron Age when each house was similar to a fortified castle and 
when people lived in fortresses or on remparts. My dear brethern, I 
must tell you that this is totally wrong if we refer to the Gospel and 
to the Catholic principles. 


52 R, PHILIPPUCCI, «dl a cent ans...», LE FLAMBEAU, op. cit., May 1976, no. 5 
= 13. 
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Jesus came to pull down these barriers, he died to proclaim 
universal brotherhood; the main point in his teaching is Charity, it is 
the love which unites him to the rest of Mankind, He who is the first 
of our brethern and which unites him with us to his Father (...}».53 


This exhortation to pull down the barriers which separate the 
Men of Good Will was in keeping with what Mustafa Kemal Atattirk 
stated, in French, in his address to the Balkan Conference in 
October 1931: «The only way to make people happy is to do one’s 
best to make them come closer to each other...».54 


* OK 


On 8 December 1944 it was officially said that Mgr Roncalli 
would soon be leaving for Paris as a nuncio. The Apostolic Delegate 
was attending the party organised at St Mary’s to celebrate the 
10th anniversary of his stay in Istanbul. On the same day for the 
anniversary of the dedication of the cathedral, Mgr Roncalli was 
invited for hinch for the last time by the clergy and he was paid a 
particular homage. On his departing day, 23 December, Mgr 
Roncalli invited in turn Mgr Varouhas, Mgr Kiregyan and the 
cathedral clergy. After the meal he offered them a souvenir.°° 


On 23 December 1944, he prayed for the last time in his 
cathedral and took the train to Ankara at Haydar Pasa station. 
From there he was to leave for Paris as a nuncio. In St Anthony’s 
archives in Istanbul I have found Mgr Roncalli’s farewell letter he 
gave to Father Montico who had taken him to the station so that it 


53 A. MELLONI, La predicazione a Istanbul, Omelie, discorsi e note pastorali (1935- 
1944), Leo S. Olschki, Firenze, 1993, p. 367-368. Translated from Italian by the 


author. | 
54 A JEVAKHOFF, Kemal Atattirk, Les chemins de l'Occident, Tallandier, 1989, 


p. 426. : . 
55.V, DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. cit. 


p. 1154. 
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would be read in church. This is the original text in Italian56 signed 
by Mgr Roncalli before he left Istanbul for good. It is reproduced as 
«an archive souvenir. 


«L’addio e la benedizione del Pastore 
OBBEDIENZA - PACE - e BENEDIZIONE 
Miei cari fratelli e figliuoli, 


Dieci anni or sono me ne venivo ad Istanbul inviatovi dalla 
obbedienza col compito di attendere al bene delle anime vostre. Ero 
pieno di fiducia. Il Signore ha benedetto il nostro incontro. Sul mio 
cammino non é certo mancata qualche spina nella partecipazione 


alle sofferenze, alle trepidazioni di tutti voi e di ciascuno in 


particolare, a certe ore pitt gravi. Ma anche le mie consolazioni furono 
grandi nel constatare la pace che é sempre regnata nella nostra 
Jamiglia spirituale pur nella varieta delle provenienze, delle lingue, 
delle tendenze. Certo i nostri convegni ecclesiastici nelle varie chiese 
furono ore di grande riposo dello spirito, ore di mutuo 
incoraggiamento alla buona vita cristiana, all’amore vicendevole, 
alla pazienza nel sopportare le prove e le sofferenze inerenti alle 
condizioni di ciascuno. Quello poi che fi fatto privatamente nel 
contatto con le singole anime, a lume, a conforte, anche ad aiuto 
materiale, a diffusione di carita, di perdono, di mitezza, é il mistero 
del Signore il cui ricordo mi restera vivo nel cuore finché io viva. 


Ora, miei cari fratelli e fligliuoli, la obbedienza al Santo Padre mi 
distacca da voi e mi affida un altro campo di lavoro a servizio della 


56 ARCHIVES OF THE CONVENTUALS in St Anthony, Istanbul. Text composed of 
three types pages signed by Mgr Roncalli. At the bottom of the 3rd page, Father 
Montico wrote that the Apostolic Delegate had given him this letter to be read in 
church and he had signed it as a souvenir: «Nota di Cronaca: nell'accompagnare alla 
Stazione di Haydar-Pasa, S. E. il nostro Delegato Ap. oggi nunzio a Parigi, il Cancelliere 
ci consegn6 questa lettera di saluto del Pastore da leggersi in chiesa. Ebbi l'avvertenza 
di farla firmare da S. E. per un ricordo d’archivio. (S. E. é partito ore 18 — per Ankara, 
il 23 Dic. 1944). P. G. Montico». 
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Santa Fede per gli interessi della Chiesa in Francia, la nazione 
nobilissima a cui parecchi di voi appartengono, e la cui cultura ed i 
cui fasti sono patrimonio prezioso di tutta la umanita. Mentre poteva 
parer naturale che io volgessi ’animo ad un placido tramonto della 
mia umile vita, godendomi per lunghi anni ancora le dolcezze della 
vostra carita filiale, eccomi spinto improvvisamente verso un ordine 
di occupazioni da me inattese e rese piu delicate e formidabili dalla 
gravita delle condizioni odierne del mondo. 


La rapidita con cui questa obbedienza mi viene imposta mi toglie 
anche la consolazione di passare con voi, come di consueto, le feste 
natalizie. Celebreré queste in forma pit riservata nelle capelle di 
Ankara fra i cattolici di la, egualmente miei _figliuoli spirituali e vostri 
fratelli nella fede. 


A voi ed a loro amo rivolgere nella grande solennita il mio saluto 
pits fervido di pastore che si allontana, ma che vi reca tutti nel cuore 
e che spera e si augura di rivedervi un giorno tutti riuniti nella terra 


dei viventi. 


Il mio saluto si inspira all’annunzio Angelico della pace, che i 
clamori persistenti della guerra non riescono ancora a soffocare. 


Fratelli e figliuoli, pace, pace. Dopo tanta lotta di uomini e di 
popoli comincia omai e si annuncia il tempo della riconciliazione. 


Di questa riconciliazione abbiamo bisogno tutti in particolare nei 
nostri rapporti individuali: sopratutto ne ha bisogno la vita interna 
degli stati e delle nazioni. Mettiamoci tutti di buona volonta: e 
ciascuno dal suo posto voglia essere artefice della pace del mondo. 


A questo spirito di pace io intesi consacrare il mio umile ministero 
pastorale fra di voi negli scorsi 10 anni. Voi mi avete compreso, ed il 
Signore é stato glorificato. Continuate sempre cosi anche 
nell’avvenire. I Vescovi si succedono nel governo della Santa Chiesa, 
e l’opera della diffusione della pace non si interrompe. Fra poco 
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tempo mi verra dato un successore. Non sisa ancora chi sia. Quando 
verra, vogliate circondarlo di riverenza, di affezione, di consolazione 
come faceste con me. Egli fara ben pit: di me, e sara la consolazione 
vostra. La santa Chiesa é ricca di uomini in ogni tempo, ed ascende 
sempre. 


Al saluto augurale Natalizio aggiungo la benedizione. Tante volte 
ve la diedi in questi anni. Ora ve la rinnovo ed é Vultima mia quale 
vostro pastore. Essa é per tutti senza alcuna distinzione, ma ha 
preferenze per i piccoli, per i poveri, per i sofferenti. Ve la do in nome 
di Gesu Bambino Salvatore del mondo. Scenda a ricercare le sacre 
intimita dei vostri cuori presso i focolari, presso le culle, presso gli 
affanni delle famiglie e delle anime: e vi infonda nuovo coraggio al 
vivere cristiano, nella buona amicizia con Dio, nella soprabbondanza 
del perdono, della mitezza, della carita. 


Se sentirete dire un giorno che io sono passato all’altra vita, dite 
una breve preghiera per me, che tanto vi ho amato, e che vi staré 
attendendo uno per uno per il ricongiungimento finale. Se il Signore 
mi dara ancora alcuni anni, chi sa, che passata la guerra mondiale, 
preservata la citta di Istanbul secondo la supplica che abbiamo fatto 
e ripetuto insieme nella festa di S. Antonio, dagli orrori dei 
bombardamenti, io non possa tornare a voi per sciogliere insieme col 
mio successore il voto dei tempi pit: difficili, ed unirmi al vostro 
cantico di riconoscenza e di perfetta riconciliazione. 


Intanto io vi terré sempre presenti nelle mie umili ma ardenti 
preghiere: cosi come ora vi abbraccio e vi benedico colle parole della 
Santa Chiesa: Pax et benedictio Dei omnipotentis, Patris et Filii et 
Spiritus Sancti. Amen». 


* * * 


Mgr Roncalli, Turkey's true friend, signed his letter dated 25 


December 1944 sent to Mgr Pappalardo a few days before leaving 
Ankara: 


JOHN XXIH FRIEND OF THE TURKS 


«Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, Archbishop of Mesembria, for the last 
minute, Apostolic Delegate and Vicar Apostolic to Istanbul».97 


* * * 


On 26 December 1944 the clergy of the cathedral sent the 
following telegram to Mgr Roncalli in Ankara: 


«Clergy and Congregation Holy Spirit to beloved Pastor, best 
wishes for Holy Christmas, have a good trip, request precious 
blessing, happy days». 


Mer. Roncalli answered in a letter dated 27 December: 


«Dear Mgr Collaro, 


I thank you very much for the wonderful telegram Mgr Guillois 
sent me when I was finally leaving my parish. I send all my best 
wishes and my blessing to all the dear priests, nuns and friends, to 
all the Catholics of different rites who have brought me happiness 
and support for ten years. May God give them his grace, his 
prosperity and peace. I again recommend myself to their prayers 
and I promise I will always pray for them. All the best to you».68 


* * OF 


He left but his friends’s memory was always preserved in his 
heart. Even when he was the Pope, he did not forget them. Father 


Giacomo Carrara, a Salesian, who was also born in the Province of 


Bergamo in Serina can testify it. When the Provincial of the 
Salesians was received in the Vatican in 1959, John XXIII asked 


about his friend Father Carrara. When the latter went back to Italy 


57 Copy of the letter (5 pages) given by Mgr Georges Marovitch. Mgr Roncalli, as 
he was leaving Turkey informed the parishioners that the Holy See was sending hiri 
to France for a new mission. He wrote that he had enjoyed vey much staying for ter: 
years there and he would remember it for ever. He asked them to pray for him whc 
loved them so much. He promised to come back at the end of the war to accomplish: 
his wish if Istanbul was spared from bombings. 

58 V. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. cit.. 
p. 1156-1157. 
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in July 1960 to commemorate the 25th anniversary of his 
priesthood, the former Apostolic Delegate to Istanbul invited him 
as he wished he could meet him again.°9 The author remembers 
the day John XXIII died when Father Carrara, his former teacher 
and cathechist, devotedly gave out to all his friends holy pictures 
of the man he considered as a Saint. 


Father Arthur Droulez, a Lazarist, in honour of his former 
friendship born on the shores of the Bosphorus dedicated his book 
«fhe Month of Our Lady of Ephesus» to Pope John XXIII. Mgr A. 
Dell’Acqua, immediately sent a kind letter to thank him®° in the 
Pope’s name. 


* eK 


Let us end this part of this book devoted to Mgr Roncalli as the 
Vicar Apostolic to Istanbul by a wish or rather the prayer which is 
written at the end of Father Droulez’s unpublished report we have 
found in St Benoit’s Archives in Istanbul: 


«May our eyes and our ears open and be attentive to the endless 
gifts of God’s kindness to the world so that we shoud take 
advantage of life on earth without forgetting spiritual and eternal 
life. We ask this through Our Saviour and the Church our Mother 
and our Master. This is the most recent teaching from the 
Encyclical dated 15 may 1961 whose plans had probably been 
made in Turkey!».®1 


This text proves how much Pope John XIll’s decisions have been 
influenced by his stay in Turkey. 


§ 59 LE FLAMBEAU, Marsel Linguri, Istanbul, August- September 1960, no. 7, p. 
-13. 

60 «Reverend Father. The Supreme Pontiff recently heard of your health problems 
and your faithful wishes for Him. His Holiness has been deeply moved by your ordeal 
and asked me to tell you He was praying God for your prompt recovery. Please find 
enclosed his signature and Apostolic Blessing. Yours in Our Lord». Idem, p. 13. 

61 A. DROULEZ, Mes souvenirs de l'Episcopat de Mgr. Roncalli a Istanbul, op. cit., 
ARCHIVES OF THE LAZARISTS, St-Benoit's, Istanbul, p. 32. 
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Friend of the Turks 


«I love the Turks» 


Mgr Roncalli was the Turks’ friend and he loved Istanbul very 
much. 


«He was the Turks’ true friend. He loved the Turks and esteemed 
them».62 This is the way His Excellency ihsan Sabri Caglayangil 
expressed his view on John XXIII for «the Roncalli week» from 10 to 
17 November 1986 which was organised in Istanbul to 


commemorate the 50th anniversary of his arrival in the city. 


In 1936 Mgr. Roncalli had already said: «< am deeply fond of the 
Turks to whom the Lord sent me»®3 and he went on: «The way I have 
chosen in my relations with the Turks is the right one, it is a Catholic 


62 j. S. CAGLAYANGIL, «Monseigneur Roncalli et la Turquie», Présence, Erol 
Ferah, Istanbul, August-September 1987, No. 7, p. 12. 

63 GIOVANNI XXIII, Il Giornale dell’Anima, op. cit., p. 273. Translated from Italian 
by the author. 
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and Apostolic way in particular. I must go on faithfully, carefully and 
sincerely whatever the price of the sacrifice may be».64 


When he went into a spiritual retreat at the Jesuits’ from 12 to 
18 November 1939 he wrote in The Diary of a Soul: d love the Turks, 
I do appreciate the natural qualities of this people who has gota 
ready way on the roads of civilisation».®® 


He loved the Turks so much that he used to beg God Almighty 
to send his graces and blessings on each of them. Mgr Righi, 
referring to Mgr Roncalli’s notes written in May 1942, quotes: «After 
the results of last Sunday’s census there are 17.869.901 
inhabitants in Turkey. My humble name belongs to the list of all 
these people; may the Lord send his grace and have mercy on all 
those who have been counted with me».66 


Mgr Roncalli admired and thought highly of Ataturk: <his 
admiration came from his love for the man who had given his 
country not only its independence and freedom but who was 


constantly doing his best to lead it on the way to contemporary 
progress».87 


Using the Turkish language in the prayers 


For Mgr Roncalli, who loved the Turkish People, it was a lack of 
respect for the country not to speak the language. Moreover he 
wished he could communicate, be integrated, know the mentality 
and the soul of the people who received him. Hence he started 
learning the language of the country of his apostolate with love and 
perseverence and introduced it in the prayers. In the course of 
numerous retreats he took the following resolutions: 


64 Idem. 

65 Ibid., p. 279. 

66 V. U. RIGHI, Papa Giovanni XXIII sulle rive del Bosforo, op. cit., p. 93. 
87 i, S. CAGLAYANGIL, «Monseigneur Roncalli et la Turquie», op. cit., p. 12. 
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e «< want to be more attentive and more resolute in learning 
Turkish», he wrote in 1936 during his retreat in Ranica 
(Bergamo).6§ 


e «tis really a shame not to be able to speak better the language 
after living for five years in Istanbull he wrote during his 
retreat at the Jesuits’ in Ayazpasa and renewed his former 
resolution.®9 


e During his retreat at the Nuns of Our Lady of Sion in Tarabya 
from 25 November to 1 December 1940 he mentionned once 
again «earning the Turkish language».’° 


Mer Roncalli wanted his successors to follow him and he 
intented to set an example. This is obvious if we refer to one of the 
resolutions he took when he retreated with the clergy at the 
Delegation from 25 to 31 October 1942: «As soon as I can, I will 
start learning Turkish again; I do not want to become a specialist but 
I merely want to do my duty and be a good example for my 
successors».71 


In fact it was quite new and unexpected to say the prayers in 
Turkish. This is how the French ambassador reported about Mgr 
Roncalli's first initiatives in an official message dated 2 January 
1936: «The Apostolic delegate took the opportunity of the Christmas 
Mass (...) to act in an unusual way. Mgr Roncalli started reading the 
Gospel according to the ritual; but instead of speaking French, as tt 
is normally done in the cathedral (of Istanbul) he did the reading in 
Turkish to the crowds’greatest surprise (...). The Gospel, the 
sermons and the prayers at the Benediction were said in Turkish 


68 GIOVANNI XXIII, Il Giornale dell’Anima, op. cit., p. 273. Translated from 
Italian by the author. 

69 Idem, p. 279. 

70 Ibid., p. 284. 

71 Tbid., p. 312. 
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(...). The Apostolic Delegate’s decision provoked various comments 
among the clergy»72. 


From that moment the reading in Turkish of an extract of the 
Gospel was made before Mgr Roncalli’s addresses in the cathedral 
and in the different churches and «he advised to have the crowds 
recite the Laudes divinae in Turkish and not in Italian or in French, 
at the end of all the celebrations».’3 Here are the invocation in 
Turkish as they were said at his time and taken from The 
Chronicles’+ by Mgr Del Giorno: 


Tanrt mtibarek olsun 

Onun aziz adi mtibarek olsun 

Hakiki Tanri ve hakiki Adam Isa til Mesih miibarek olsun 
Isa’run adi mttbarek olsun 

Onun mukaddes kalbi mtibarek olsun 

Onun cok kitymetli kant mtibarek olsun 

Mazbahin surinda, Evkaristiya’da Isa miibarek olsun 
Tesellici Aziz Ruh mtibarek olsun 

Tanrvrun Ulvi Annesi Aziz Meryem mtibarek olsun 
Onun aziz ve lekesiz Hamlt mtibarek olsun 

Onun sanli gdge cikist mubarek olsun 

Bakire ve Anne Meryem’in adi mtibarek olsun 

Onun cok iffetli kocast aziz Yusuf miibarek olsun 


Tanrt kendi meleklerinde ve kendi azizlerinde mtibarek olsun 


72 Message from the French ambassador dated 2 January 1936. Quai d'Orsay, 
Series E Levant, sub-series Turkey 1930-1940, b. 608. «In order to justify his 
initiative, the French ambassador adds, Mgr Roncalli remarked that in other countries 
in the Balkans, the national language is used when the rite is not in Latin; there is no 
Teason why it should not be the same in Turkey...». R. MOROZZO DELLA ROCCA, 
«Roncalli diplomatico in Turchia e Grecia», op. cit., p. 58 et note 52. 

73 L, ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 136. 

74.V. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. cit., 
Pp. 1100. 
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Let us remark that Mgr. Roncalli did not enforce such changes 
and «the different churches’ rectors were allowed to follow him or 
not», however he was very pleased to know that they listened to him 
after some hesitation. He was convinced that «in a few months’ 


time, all this would become a new habit».75 


«Hence it happened as he had imagined. On 26 February 1936 
which was the closing day of the great celebrations in St Anthony's, 
the crowds, mainly composed of men were numerous and there were 
many Orthodoxes and Turks. The Conventual Fathers had the 
prayers said in Turkish to please their bishop and it was an example 
for all, Catholics and others. The bishop did not worry much to know 
whether the crowds understood the words or not. It was meant to 
induce them to be less selfish and awkward. In any case it was a 


way to pay homage to the Nation’s hospitality».’® 


Love for the city of Istanbul 


Mgr Roncalli was very fond of Istanbul and wrote a brilliant 
description of the fishermen on the Bosphorus similar to those 
composed by famous writers in their travel books: rom my 
bedroom window, here at the Jesuits’, every evening I can watch the 
gathering of the fishing boats on the Bosphorus; they come out of the 
Golden Horn by hundreds and they join in a precise spot then lit up 


75 GIOVANNI XXIII, Il giornale dell’Anima, op. cit., p. 272, note 1, original text: 
«Circa la lingua, io non ho fatto che introdurre il Dio sia benedeito in turco e la lettura 
in turco del brano evangelico nei pontificali, prima della omelia in francese o in italiano. 
Da notarsi che allo scopo di placare qualche primo contrasto da parte di certi cattolici 
di mente ristretta, ho riservato queste innovazioni per me alla cattedrale, lasciando 
liberi i rettori delle varie chiese di sequirmi come meglio credono. Con piacere vedo che 
mi seguono con garbo e un po’ per volta. Tra pochi mesi tutto sara entrato senza sforzi 
nell'uso commune ed anche i malcontenti della prima ora saranno soddisfatti» (22 
February 1936). 

76 L, ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 137. 
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their lamps (some of them are brighter than others) creating an 
impressive phantasmagoria of colours and lights. I thought it was a 
marine festival for the Bayram (N.T. National Religious Celebration) 
which was taking place. In fact it was an organised fishing trip for 
«pelamides», big fish which are said to come from very far places in 
the Black sea. The lights are on all night and the happy voices of the 
fishermen can be heard in the distance. 


I feel moved by such a scenery. The other night, at about one, it 
was pouring but the fishermen were still there working hard without 
complaining».?7 


Nevertheless, even in his rest hours before such colourful 
scenes, he found the opportunity to learn a lesson, to take a 
resolution about his mission which he never forgot: 


«How puzzled I am, I and all the priests who are said to be men 
fishers, before such an example ! If we consider what is meant 
beyond the metaphor, how hardworking, how enthusiastic, how 
devoted we should be in our apostolate ! There is not much from the 
Kingdom of God left. Relics and seeds. How many souls to fight for 
are left wandering in the sea ! ... To imitate the fishermen, to work 
night and day with all our lamps on, each one on his own little boat 
under the orders of our spiritual leaders: this is our duty: serious 
and sacred».?8 


From 1 September 1939 to 24 August 1943 Mgr Roncalli visited 
the historical monuments of the city with his nearest collaborator 
Father Vittore Ugo Righi: the impressive Stoudion Monastery, the 
Hippodrom... They walked together along the old Byzantian walls 
up to the enchanting door of Andrinopolis (Edirne Kap). When they 


77 GIOVANNI XXIII, Il giornale dell’anima, op. cit., p. 279-280. 
78 Idem, p. 280. 
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went to St Sophia, Father Righi reported: « could hear his lips utter 
the most enthusistic expressions when he contemplated the mosaics 
— in hues of gold and blue — of the impressive cupola between the sea 
and the sky which seemed to be vibrating for ever».79 


Father Righi, in the same way as his master, poetically 
described the beautiful sights of Istanbul: «In the middle of the 
cosmopolitan crowd of the Galata bridge, while the rays of the 
setting sun made the domes of the innumerable mosques glitter and 
a forest of minarets reflect on the magic waters of the Golden horn 
turning it into a festive ribbon of shivering filigrees, I could hear the 
beating of his pastoral heart full of devotion expecting the coming oj 
God’s kingdom in all the hearts».80 


As he loved the sights of Istanbul he did appreciate and admire 


the new lay-out of the grand Taksim Square, the construction of 


the impressive Atatlirk bridge and the new residential districts 
along the shores of the Bosphorus. He was grateful to the 
architects for caring about the preservation of the mosques, 
churches and fountains... harmoniously surrounded with pine 
cypres trees when they started building large avenues.®! 


He was a specialist in Byzantian history and art. He had very 
learned conversations with archeologists and students whc 
happened to come to Istanbul and that ambassadors and consuls 
- used to ask him to meet. He was particularly proud of his books he 
put on the right side of his desk and he liked showing to visitors. 
He used them to prepare with great care the visits of the city and 
its monuments for his guests. He had the knowledge of a research 
worker and the passion of an archeologist.82 


79 V7. U. RIGHI, Papa Giovanni XXIII sulle rive del Bosforo, op. cit., p. 34 
80 Idem. 

81 Ibid., p. 93. 

82 Ibid., p. 91. 
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Friendship was the keynote in his relationships with the 
government authorities 


In the ten years he spent in Istanbul, Mgr Roncalli had managed 
to create an atmosphere of friendship towards the Holy See among 
the government circles. His Excellency Ihsan Sabri Caglayangil on 
16 November, during the Roncalli week, evoked the personality of 
the good prelate as follows: «He had built up excellent relations 
based on mutual respect with the local authorities. There were no 
diplomatic relations between Turkey and the Holy See at the time. 
Yet he knew how to find opportunities to offer his homage when he 
went to Ankara to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. At that time Mr 
Numan Menemencioglu was the General Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
and a close friendship started between them which was to grow 
closer when they met in Paris».83 


Mr Jacques José Abravanel, the Consul of Portugal, gave the 
same sort of evidence about him during the Roncalli week: 
«Experienced diplomat with a friendly, sweet and convincing voice, 
he loved Turkey and the Turks loved him».84 


During his stay in Istanbul85 Mgr Roncalli knew how to weave 
discreet bonds of sincere friendship with some political heads 
thanks to his usual savoir-faire and tactfulness. Mgr Capovilla, in 
his elaborate preface mentions the frienship between Mgr Roncalli 
and Mr Numan Rifat Menemencioglu: such a friendship, going over 
the limits of the Turkish State, expressed itself in Paris, Venice and 


83 J. S. CAGLAYANGIL, «Monseigneur Roncalli et la Turquie», op. cit., p. 12. 

84 J. J. ABRAVANEL, «Monseigneur Roncalli et la Communauté Juives, Présence, 
Erol Ferah, Istanbul, August-September 1987, no. 7, p. 14. 

85 L. ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 153. «The memory of my nearly ten year long 
happy and peaceful stay in Turkey where, standing above any political or biased 
consideration, I only cared about my spiritual mission and I was animated with a deep 
feeling of understanding, respect and love for the Turkish People. I have never cast the 
Slightest shadow on my personal and work relationships with the authorities of the 
country». 
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Rome where the prelate who had become Pope cared about his 
friend’s health and prayed for his Turkish friend for ever when he 
died. 


Let me recall the time when they met for the first time in Turkey, 
started to esteem each other and ended as true friends. This is 
recorded by Leone Algesi in John XXIII’s biography. At the 
beginning of 1937 Mgr Roncalli went to Ankara further to the 
Austrian ambassador’s invitation. As soon as he arrived in the 
capital he could not help but «press on to the government» to leave 
his visiting card at the Presidency and at the Ministry of Foreign. 
Affairs where Mr Numan Menemencioglu was the Under Secretary. 
He was said to be the most competent and the most important 
diplomat as regards the relations with foreigners and the Turkish 
law and through Mr Guillois he inquired whether his visit would 
suit him. After a positive answer the two diplomats met for half an 
hour. Here is the conversation which took place on 4 January 1937 
as reported by Algesi: 


- Ihave come to Ankara for my ministry and I am glad to offer my 
homage to the representatives of Turkey. 


- Iam personally happy to meet you and to tell you the greai 
respect the Turkish government has for you and the illustrious 
tradition you represent. 


- I thank you very much. I hope that the Turkish authorities have 
noted the regard Catholics have displayed for the laws of the 
country even if they are not very attractive: the clothes I am 
wearing are the best evidence. 


- That is a fact, indeed, but we want to assure you of our concern. 
for the liberty of your ministry as long as it does not challenge 
our laws... even if we do not appreciate the use of official terms 
that would suggest we have relations with a religious power, as 
respectable as it can be. 
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- Isee what you mean. However it does not impede this religious 
power from being pleased with the rising of Turkey and _finding 
in the new constitution of your country some fundamental 
principles of Christianity... even if the religious power disagrees 
with the religious spirit they are enforced with. 


1 


The secularity of the State is our fundamental principle and we 
will stick to it as it is the guarantee to our liberty. 


The Church will not try to infringe the principle of secularity. 
But I am optimistic. In any case I am in favour of what unites 
rather than what separates. We do agree on natural principles 
and we can go on together on the same way. For the rest we 
have to remain confident. In. the meantime, afirst step has been 


taken on our side: the Turkish language has come into the 
Church... 


Mgr Roncalli was answered with a smile which meant the 
meeting was over.8® 


* * * 


On 10 November 1938 when Atattirk died Mgr Roncalli was in 
Athens trying to solve wery serious problems between the Greek 
Church and the Government». However he did not forget to get 
immediate orders so that the Delegation and the Apostolic 
Vicariate of Istanbul should participate in the national mourning. 
Inénii was elected and Mgr. Roncalli immediately sent a message 
of congratulations to the new President of the Republic. With the 
pontifical document informing the governments of the election of 
Pope Pius XII, Mgr Roncalli sent a letter to Mr Numan 
Menemencioglu who had become the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Here are some parts of it: 


86 Idem, p. 138-139. 
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«Your Excellency, I still remember with great pleasure the day 
when I went to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and you were so 
courteous to receive me and accept the compliments I paid you on 4 
January 1937. You were so kind to tell me that this meeting was an 
evidence of the great respect the Turkish govenment had for my 
spiritual ministry. 

Today, in the name of this spiritual ministry, simply and without 
any implication, I would like you to kindly accept this message 
which has been sent to me by the new Pope. 


Please find enclosed the new Head of the Catholic Church's 
handwritten letter in which he informs about his election. 


This traditional act of supreme courtesy to the Heads of the 
States all over the world, whatever their political regimes or their 
religions may be, is meant to be a first service to the great cause of 
universal peace by the new Pope Pius XI. 


Such an act from the new Pope Pius XII to the Most Illustrious 
new President of the Noble and Mighty Republic of Turkey bound to 
play a more and more important part in the assembly of the 
strongest and most powerful modern nations, was indisputable, 
spontaneous and hearty. 


If, in the accomplishment of my duty, I have unovertly taken 
advantage of the kindness of Your Excellency, would you please 
accept my apologies and believe it is due to my wish to be discreet, 
understanding, and respectful as much as possible in my personal 
behaviour as the head of the Catholic community...».8” 


* * O* 


Algesi reported that the famous «Map of the Danubian countries 
and neighbouring regions» by Giacomo Castaldi, which was the only 
copy available at the Vatican Apostolic Library, had been 


87 Ibid., p. 140-142. 
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reproduced because the Holy Father had decided to offer one to 
each of the countries involved. Mgr Roncalli, through the medium 
of the Polish ambassador Michel Sokolnicki, gave the Holy Father’s 
present to the Prime Minister, Dr. Refik Saydam. The ambassador 
introduced himself as the official representative of an allied 
governement but at the same time as the representative of one of 
the greatest Catholic nations in the world. Mgr. Roncalli, in his 
letter enclosed, wrote that «he was sure Turkey, which was now 
open to all the forms of culture and progress and at the same time 
unforgetting of its history, would find it interesting to discover on this 
beautiful map the signs of its most glorious military victories printed 
at a time when the whole world was admirative». Later the Prime 
Minister informed the Polish Ambassador that he «had been rather 
impressed by the Holy Father's gift and he had appreciated it very 
much in particular because of the way it had been presented». This 
document can be found in the Istanbul University Library.88 


* Oe Ok 


Mgr. Roncalli knew very well that he had no representation to 
carry on in Turkey apart from his spiritual and pastoral mission. 
But, as we have illustrated it above, in any circumstances his 
presence showed and he managed to express his esteem and 
gratitude to the civil authorities. This brought him a sincere 
admiration from the highest members of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The result of such good relationships was the visit of the 
Turkish Prime Minister Adnan Menderes to Pius XII on 1 February 
1955. In the daily paper «Cumhuriyet dated 31 January 1955, 
Nadir Nadi, the famous journalist, commented on this first visit to 


88 Ibid., p. 143-144, Mr Numan Menemencioflu did appreciate Roncalli’s show of 
Tespect and organized the meeting between the Polish Ambassador and the Prime 
Minister. 
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the Vatican of a Turkish government offical: «We have been 
informed that his Excellency Adnan Menderes will also meet Pope 
Pius XI in Rome. It is the first time in the whole history of Turkey, if 
Fam not mistaken, that a representative of the state visits the State 
of the Vatican. This event should not be disregarded. From the view 
point of international law, the Vatican has powers over only a few 
acres of land but in reality, it is a very important force which leads 
the spiritual destiny of about half a billion people scattered over the 
five continents. Even if Turkey is a secular nation, such a power 
cannot be decently denied or ignored by the Turkish Republic. 
Further to the meeting between Pope Pius XII, who has a strong 
liking for Turkey, and the Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, we hope 
that further relations based on stronger ties will start between the 
Holy See and the Turkish Republic. Though the Vatican has always 
wanted to have a diplomatic representative in Turkey, the various 
governments of the Republic have not taken it into consideration so 
far. The day when Turkey officially recognizes the representative of 
the Catholic world, a great political gap will be filled (... }».89 


89 N, NADI, <Dostca bir ziyaret», Cumhuriyet, Istanbul, 31 January 1955, n. 
10959, p. 1 & 3. «Sayin Menderes’in Roma’da Papa XII. Pius tarafindan da kabui 
edilecegini 6greniyoruz. Bir hikumet baskaninin Vatikant ziyareti, eger yanimuyorsak 
Tiirk tarihinde ilk defa gériilmektedir.Bu olayin Gnemini azimsamamalidir. Devletler 
hukuku bakumundan bir kac hektarlik arazinin hiiktimram sayian Papalik gercekte bes 
kataya serpilmis yarim milyar insanin manevi kaderine htikmeden muazzam bir 
kuvvettir. Laik bir devlet olan Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti objektif olarak bu kuvveti ne inkar. 
ne de ihmal edebilir. Memleketimize karst daima yakin bir sempati besleyen simdilci 
Papa XII. Pius ve Bagsbakan Adnan Menderes’in gértigsmelerinden sonra Vatikanle. 
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti arasindaki miinasebetlerin daha saglam esaslar tizerinde bir 
devamlik haline kavusacagint umuyoruz. Vatikan 6tedenberi Turkiyede diplomatic 
bir temsilci bulundurmaga 6nem verdigi halde Cumhuriyet hiikiimetleri bu hususi 
dikkate almayt nedense geciktirmislerdir. Katolik diinyanin manevi liderini resmel 
tanidigimiz giin, siyasi bir eksigimizi gidermis olacagizdir (...)». 
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A Peacemaker 


As a Peacemaker who feared the bursting out of a war, Mgr 
Roncalli, with the Holy father Pius XII, appealled to pray for peace 
on 25 April 1939. Here is the text which was published.%° It is an 
important historical document and an obvious evidence of Mgr 
Ronealli's desire for decentralisation illustrated by the 
participation of the different parishes to the activities of the 


Vicariate: 


«Prayers to the Holy Virgin Mary for the whole month of May 
with the Holy Father Pius XII to implore God for Harmony and 
Peace between the Nations 


The New Pope Pius XII has strongly appealled to the whole world. 


The future looks dark and threatening. A war would cause the 
end and the disgrace of modern civilisation. 


90 Document given by Mgr Georges Marovitch, the chancellor of the Apostolic. 


Vicariate of Istanbul. 
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The heads of the States are in good disposition and can give the 
world the quietness which is needed; but the strongest help can only 
come from obove: peace is a gift from Heaven.. In order to ask for 
peace and in order to be given peace, there is only Mary, Jesus’ 
Mother and our Mother - the Queen of the Peace - who can help us. 


May is the month when Spring can be seen in nature through the 
flowers. Children are the most beautiful flowers of human life, the 
joys and hopes of the families, the future of the nations. While 
politicians are talking together, while in the darkness and now not 
only in the daricness but in full light, the swords are being grinded, 
the deadliest means of attack and defense on earth, in the sea and 
in the sky are being prepared, the Holy Father summons the 
spiritual forces. He calls the most beautiful and the most innocent 
creatures of God, that is the blessed and cherished children, and 
gathers them before the altars dedicated to Mary all along May and 
he invites the Christians of the whole universe to join the innocent 
voices and publicly and solemnly implore God _for peace. 


This is what Pope Pius XII can do and has been doing from the 
Jirst day he came into office: he calls for people to think of peace and 
not grieve, he urges people to pray. 


Further to this supreme appeal, the following dispositions will be 
put into action: 


I. During the month of May, in all the celebrations, priests will 
recite the collect for peace: Deus a quo sancta desideria etc. 
This very prayer will be said after the antiphon: Da pacem, 
Domine, in diebus nostris quia non est alius qui pugnet pro 
nobis nisi tu, Deus noster; and Fiat pax in virtute tua. The 
hymn «abundatia in turribus tuis» will be sung or said before 
the benediction of the Holy Sacrament. 
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2. May the devotion to the month of May be more fervent. The Mother, will pray with us and for us as she did in the first days of 
Rosary will be said with more piety and more attention, Salve the life of the Church. 
Regina, the Litany to the Holy Virgin Mary and e Sub tuum Dominus dabit benignitatem, et terra nostra dabit fructum suum 
praesidiu will be added. (Ps. 84.) 

3. The parents in the families, monks, nuns, the priests in the ee OH 


churches will accompany the children in this holy prayer sc 


that it be efficient and exemplary. On 2 March for the first anniversary Pope Pius XII’s election, 


Mgr Roncalli appealled to peace once again. Here are a few lines of 
4, In addition to praying, the most intimate union with God wili his exhortation to praying during the Holy Week of Christ's 
be aimed at, that is to say, living in purity, participating in the Passion: 
Sacraments, Confession and Communion, penance ane: 


sacrifice; charity and love for our fellow men, help to people tr: pile weeke we are lntngnere (ull .oF anguish ananmystely. Te 


men who hold in their hands the destiny of the Peoples, the 

international press which interprets the different movements in the 

5. Two Triduum of prayers will be celebrated with greate: wrong way or with confusion, do not allow us to be hopeful or to 

solemnity and collective imploration in two parishes dedicatec expect peace in the world for the joy of the families and the common 
| 


need will be enforced. 


to the Holy Virgin i.e. 25, 26 & 27 May in St Mary Draperis’s, i7: welfare. 
Pera, so rich with religious traditions and 29, 30 & 31 May, ii: 
St Immaculate Mary of Lourdes’s, in Ferikéy, so dear to the 
Istanbul faithful. 


War goes on: the snow is already full of blood, the cities are on 
fire and millions of young human lives are sacrificed and risked. 
Innumerable lives have already sunk into the sea with their 
6. In between both triduums which will stand out by a mor: 

intense prayer with the angels of Heaven and the angels oi: 

earth, the great celebration of Whit Sunday will be moré? 


enormous wealth no State can use now. They all know and say that 
a greater and more terrible war is looming: this war will be a 
catastrophy for Mankind whatever its results, whoever the winners 


brilliant as it coincides with Sunday 28 which is the solemm or the loosers and it will be no end to the present evil but just the 
ceremony of the Holy Spirit’s cathedral. continuation and the growth of it. 

All those who believe in the everlasting diffusion of God’s grac? (...)JLet us continue to implore the Lord for justice and brotherhood 

on the souls and on the Peoples are invited to this celebration. to save the world of ruin and set it on the way to order and social 


‘ uietness(...}. 
Let us pray, my dear brethern, let us trust God. The Lord wil! 4 (J 


renew the miracle of the first Christian Pentecost. The anguishe:! I feel all the more inclined to pray and support the spirit of peace 
and grieved world will be imbued with hints to equality, justice an on this ancient, glorious and beloved land of Turkey, a land where 
peace. And the nations will be taken back to prosperity and true Catholics, Natives and Foreigners live and work and where we are 
social progress. Mary, Jesus’ sweet and powerful Mother and our Pleased to give evidence of the sincere love for Peace which leads 


By i tet a hei tenella ON i tea eeaheRend eet tt JOHN XXII! FRIEND OF THE TURES Biers XIN CRIES GOR THE TURKS scccss cust Noes occa aus ch ececaes. hashes iS a eerebetstd adecled ce oh lean aadlels 59 


the Heads of the State and the People and which has recently bee: 
illustrated by solemn speeches greeted in the whole world (...)».91 


* *K * 


On 13 June 1940, as the war was more threatening, Mgr 
Roncalli, in a mass to commemorate St Anthony of Padua, 
promised, in the name of the Istanbul Catholics, to give poor peopie 
bread and to have a silver statue of the Patron Saint built if the city 
was spared from the war. A few days later,92 Mgr Roncalli sent t» 
Father Montico, the Superior of the Conventuals, a copy of the 
prayer he said on 13 June «to be put in the archives» and he hazi 
composed and read to obtain the protection of Istanbul from air- 
raids and the war’s plagues through St Anthony’s aid: 


«<O Jesus, Saviour of the soul, Saviour of the nations, of all the 
nations, Saviour of the world: You can see the tempest which ix 
sweeping over the peoples of the Western world and threatens the 
families, the states and a huge number of human beings. 


O Jesus, spread Your powerful hand on the cruel conflict anc! 
stop it. Inspire the hearts with a strong-and mutual understanding 
of the Holy reasons for social justice in the respect of the Gospel ane: 
the principles of true brotherhood, unanimous cooperation and the 
pursuit of the common welfare and material prosperity for everyone. 


91 ARCHIVES OF THE DOMINICANS of Saint-Pierre, Galata, Istanbul, Registre 7. 
Enveloppe 1, No. 14. 
92 ARCHIVES OF THE CONVENTUALS of St Anthony’s, Istanbul. Letter (27 Jun: 


1940, no. 3138) from Mgr.Roncalli to Father Giorgio Montico, sent with the copy ci 


the prayer composed and said in Italian and in French by Mgr Roncalli, to celebrats 
the feast of St Anthony, after the procession on Thursday 13 June 1940. «<Rev.mo 7 
caro Padre Superiore, Penso di farle piacere compiegandole la copia della preghiera ch# 
recitai a Sant’Antonio nel di della festa. Restera come documento di archivio. Quands 


culto a cui ho invitato i buoni_fedeli. (...) Lungo la via che ancor resta a percorrere i? 
eventualita sono tante. Auguriamoci che il Taumaturgo di Padova ci si conservi buoi?: 
patrono e difensore. Noi gli saremo devoti_fedeli». 
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Give us peace, a just peace, a lasting peace that the world cannot 
give us and that will include the whole world as You will be included 
with Your Gospel and Your Church. 


And as it is legitimate that, as we are full of sorrow for the sister 
nations of whom we are part of and who are officially enemies, the 
order of charity makes us care about our lot. Please, O Lord, let us 
beg You to deliver from all the evils of a war spreading from the West 
to the East of the world, our people, our lives, our families, and this 
very country where Providence has led me. What is good_for us, we 
beg of Thee equally in behalf of those who live in the same land, 
under the same sky, for we are equally brothers whatever our 
religions, our races, our historical traditions or our social positions. 


Jesus, Our Lord, have mercy on us and protect this city that has 
always been very noble and was founded in your name and that 
loves you so much. 


We pray you in the name of the Holy Church: from plague, famine 
and war, deliver us. 


From imediate evils, deliver us, Lord Jesus. Ab imminentibus 
periculis, libera nos, Domine. 


Since today is the celebration of your illustrious servant Anthony 
of Padoua who has often been the minister of your graces and of 
your kindness, allow us to confide to his blessed hands our 
collective and solemn prayer as we are sure he will join his voice to 
ours in this prayer. 


Nevertheless prayers are more pleasant to you if a gift is offered 
at the same time. So this is our gift, O Jesus, we present it to You 
through St Anthony’s hands. 


First we promise you to lead a more Christian life avoiding sins, 
Showing charity, supporting peace with the cross you put on our 
Shoulders. Then we make a public and solemn wish: IF THE CITY OF 
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ISTANBUL IS SPARED THE BOMBING AND DESTRUCTIONS Oi 
THE WAR: we will give bread to all the poor. all the sick and all the 


people in need: and for St Anthony. your servant, we will build 3 
silver statue that will remain here in Your and his temple as a Ssigr: 


of Your mercy on us as well as an evidence of our devotion to the ony 
who is giving us Your graces and blessings. 


O Jesus, Saviour of the world, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Mary, Joseph, help us, protect us, rescue US. 
O Holy Anthony, intercede for us». 


* OK * 


A note, dated 3 February 1938 from Mgr Roncalli to Father 
Montico, confirms his particular devotion to St Anthony of Padoua: 
«Giusto stamattina levai una preghiera speciale al Taumaturgo per 
una di quelle grazie per cui si accendono le candelette innanzi alla 
sua immagine. Ed ecco che nel pomeriggio la grazia incomincio ©. 
capitare. Continueré a pregare perche venga la grazia completa. Me 
ne tengo del resto sicuro».9° 


On 17 may 1941, Mgr. Roncalli sent a message%4 to © 
Anthony's parish to be read at the Masses on Sunday 18 May t« 
appeal to the crowds for a more intense payer for peace in the worl! 
and to repeat his wish to the Saint: 


«enerabili fratelli e diletti_figlioli. Secondo il precetto del Signoré 
la nostra preghiera deve crescere in intensita a misura che i bisogn: 
si fanno pits gravi e pitt pressanti. (...) La santa liturgia nella Chiesa. 


eccola, offrirci nel mese che sta innanzi a noi e precisamente dal 1% 


93 ARCHIVES OF THE CONVENTUALS of St Anthony's, Istanbul. 


94 ARCHIVES OF THE CONVENTUALS of St Anthony's, Istanbul. Handwritten not 
by Mgr Roncalli to be read at all the Masses on Sunday 18 May (Alla parrocchia d« 


S. Antonio con preghiera di farne lettura a tutte le messe di domenica 18 maggic. 


Istanbul 17.V.1941) on the letter entitled: Preghiere pit intense per la pace del mond: 


- More fervent prayer for peace on earth -. 
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corrente maggio al 20 giugno un ciclo di ricorrenze particolarmente 
indicate a stimolare la nostra pieta religiosa. 


Inanzi a tutto nei tre giorni 19, 20, 21 maggio, lunedi, martedi, 
mercoledi, prossimi le Rogazioni colle Litanie dei Santi. Nulla di piu 
adatto e di pit commovente. Fratelli e figlioli: io verro a pregare con 
poi nelle chiese: lunedi a S. Spirito, martedi a S. Antonio, mercoledi 
a 8. Maria: uniamoci con lo spirito della Chiesa universale, Anche in 
tutte le altre chiese e cappelle si levi il grido: dai pericoli che ci 
sovrastano: dalla malattia, dalla fame, dalla guerra, liberaci o 
Signore. 


Seguono poi l’Ascensione del Signore, la novena dello Spirito 
Santo e la Pentecoste. Solennissime nella nostra basilica cattedrale 
dedicata allo Spirito Santo, queste ricorrenze si raccomandano al 
nostro fervore che sara pit: ardente in questo anno in ogni anima di 
semplice fedele e pitt ancora per chi é consacrato per la vocazione 
santa al culto del Signore ed al buon apostolato della verita e carita. 


Nel frattempo troveremo tutti insierne effusioni piu appassionate 
e confidenti intorno agli altari della Madre celeste nella chiusa del 
mese mariano. Piacemi segnalarvi le manifestazioni religiose presso 
la grotta di Lourdes nella chiesa dei PP. Georgiani a Ferikoy, ed il 
triduo che si prepara per i giorni 1, 2, 3 giugno nella parrocchia di S. 
Maria di Pera. 


Dal 4 al 13 giugno la bella novena e la grande festa di S. Antonio 
nella sua basilica. Per l’intercessione del caro Santo Taumaturgo, la 
grazia che invocammo l’anno scorso e per cui facemmo voti, che la 
citta di Istanbul venga preservata dalle incursioni belliche, ci venne 
accordata fin qui. Noi rinnoveremo il voto e la preghiera. 


Il ciclo liturgico prenderd termine ed insieme elevazione pit 
solenne nelle celebrazioni eucaristiche del Corpus Domini e deila 
festa del S. Cuore, nelle varie chiese ed al Cimitero secondo gli usi 
della nostra citta». 
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It is to be mentionned that Mgr Ronealli greatly trusted the 
representatives of the Turkish Government and believed they were 
sensitive enough to preserve peace. But he was also conscious that 
it is not so easy to keep clear of the war even if you are willing to 
do so. Thus he recommended to. trust in God too: 


«I greatly trust the established and well informed wisdom of the 
generous men who are at the head of the Turkish government. But 
as war and peace do not simply depend on the will and efforts of fair 
and generous heads of States, we have to trust God who leads the 
peoples above human restlessness».9 


Mgr Roncalli recommended his parishioners to be brave, with 
the words taken from the Epistle to the Romans (XII, 12): Be full of 
hope and joy, determined in spite of troubles, dedicated in your 
prayer.°6 Nevertheless he constantly trusted the future: «<The war 
will fly above our heads without touching us: one day we will be 
happy for all light sufferings: peace and prosperity will be back and 
our families and all the nations in the world will rejoice».97 


* * * 


In that war time, Turkey was a neutral country and as a 
consequence at the very core of international actions in particular 
in Istanbul. Hence Mgr Roncalli’s mission became more difficult as 
he had to find a compromise between the people’s nationalist 
aspirations and the universal charity which was required. He had 
already appealed to all the believers’s union, beyond their national 
differences, when he had prayed St Anthony for the protection of 
Istanbul from the evils of the war: 


«What is good for us, we beg of Thee equally in behalf of those 
who live in the same land, under the same sky, for we are equally 


95 Idem, translated from Italian by the author. 
96 Ibid. 
97 Ibid., translated from Italian by the author. 
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brothers whatever our religions, our races, our historical traditions or 
our social positions».98 


In his Easter sermon. on 5 April 1942, he insisted again on the 
effort each individual had to make to go beyond his personal 
interest and pay particular attention to the interests of all the other 
human beings: 


«{...) We, each and everyone of us, have a tendency to consider 
the events which take place in the world_from the small piece of land. 
on which we live, that is from a nationalist viewpoint. This is just an 
illusion. We have to look from above to encompass the whole world: 
we have to raise our eyes until we lose sight of the barriers which 
separate the opponents. 


The love for the nation is the noblest and sweetest feeling and it 
belongs to the field of charity and to the Gospel: this feeling must 
and can lead us to make very strong efforts up to passion or 
heroism. But it does not explain the philosophy or war and peace if 
we consider what is happening now and what will come out of it (...). 


By constant demand, by constant efforts to determine who is 
responsible for such a catastrophy, by constant desire to give the 
devil his due, the outcome is delayed and strong protests and 
objections are raised on both sides. Nobody wants to be held 
reponsible for the fault. In fact nearly everybody is responsible for it: 
there comes a time when each and every individual is absorbed into 
a mass reaction».99 


98 ARCHIVES OF THE CONVENTUALS, St Anthony’s, Istanbul. Prayer composed 
and said by Mgr Roncalli on 13 June 1940. 

99 A. MELLONI, Angelo G. Roncalli (Giovanni XXIII), La predicazione a Istanbul, 
Omelie, discorsi e note pastorali (1935-1944), op. cit., p. 276-277. Translated from 
Italian by the author. 
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A year after in May 1942, Mgr Roncalli appealed once again to 
praying for the peace between the peoples on the day when Pius 
XII’s Episcopal Jubilee (13 mai 1917) was celebrated: «The 
devastating war seems to have reached a crucial point. Up to now 
the dear inhabitants of Turkey have been spared the terrible plague. 
It is a great grace due to Heaven’s protection and the authorities’ 
wisdom. We have to pray again so that this privilege should be 
granted until the end and that the world could soon rejoice with us 
in peace regained. (...) May we celebrate a mass between Monday 
11 and Saturday 16 and pray more fervently both for peace and the 
Holy Father. On Sunday 1 7 on AScencion day, our devotion to the 
Holy Father Pius XII will be expressed in a solemn celebration with 
all the Catholics of Istanbul in union with the Catholics of the whole 
world whatever their rites, their languages, their nationalities 
(...}», 100 


* * * 


Until 1944, when he left Istanbul, Mgr Roncalli repeated his 
wish to St Anthony every year. Before he left: «he promised to come 
back so as to accomplish his wish, if he could»,.101 


In 1949 when he was a nuncio in Paris, he had not given up 
hope to accomplish the wish. This is what he said to Father 
Montico: «As for the new organ in St Anthony’s, and the 
inauguration of the new silver statue, (...) I have not given up. But 


100 ARCHIVES OF THE CONVENTUALS of St Anthony's, Istanbul. Mgr Roncalli’s 
undated letter is entitled: Holy Month of May, prayers and religious celebrations for 
the peace on earth and for the Holy Father Pius XII'sEpiscopal Jubilee: «<The coming 
May ends the 25th anniversary of the day when Mgr Eugéne Pacelli, with the 
Episcopal consecration — 13 May 1917 — started a higher function in the hierarchy of 
the Holy See which was going to take him up to the top». 

101 y. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. 
cit., p. 1141. 
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we have to be patient and wait silently. All the dreams come true 
when we leave it to Providence». 102 


The silver statue has never been built for lack of money. But a 
life-sized wooden statue covered with gold was erected in the vestry 
of St Anthony’s in Istanbul and it is still standing there. 


* * * 


As a man of peace this is how he spoke about the war on 30 
December 1950: «War is the ruin of civilisation and a step backward 
to barbarism. Even if war seems to be the only way to resist . 
violence — Ovi repellere — to defend security or liberty, it must always 
remain the ultima ratio. Before starting a war the most formidable 
role is to be played by diplomacy in order to spare people from it in 
any ways». This is what he said on peace on 30 December 1948: «lt 
is true that the way to peace is still long and hard. First of all this 
way has to be made smoother thanks to the spontaneous 
acceptance of the individual’s right to liberty, of any country’s liberty 


as liberty comes from God and each man and citizen is endowed 
with this unalianable right».193 


102 ARCHIVES OF THE CONVENTUALS of St Anthony's, Istanbul. Letter of Mgr 
Roncalli from the French Apostolic Nunciatura to Father Montico, the Superior of St 
Anthony, dated 6 June 1949 ( about the inauguration of the new organ and the 
golden statue which he hoped to achieve); <...) Quanto all’organo nuovo di S. Antonio 
ed alla inaugurazione della nuova statua d’argento, e all’Ecce sacerdos io non fio 
affatto rinunziato al proposito di gustare tutto questo. Ma ci vuole vaalente occorre 
Saper aspettare in silenzio. Tutto arriva lasciando fare alla Provvidenza. Niente arriva 
con a Fabtech di voler fare da noi (...}». 

INFORMATIONS catholiques i i i 
Be cedtes ae Ge ques internationales, Georges HOURDIN, Paris, 15 
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A Merciful Man 


Action in favour of the Jews 


«He loved everybody and everybody loved hinw: this statement 
was made by Mr Jacques José Abravanel, the Consul of Portugal 
and a representative for the Jewish community in the celebrations 
of «the Roncalli week» in Istanbul from 10 to 17 November 1986. 
Later he expressed himself about his cooperation with the good 
prelate to save the life of numerous Jews acing death because of 


the Nazi regime during the second world war».104 


Mgr Roncalli was in favour of an «rrespective of race or religion» 
love, this diplomat added when he evoked his friend’s personality, 
«here was a special place in his heart for the sufferings the Jews 


had gone through, during the Nazi regime in particular».15 


104 J. J. ABRAVANEL, «Monseigneur Roncalli et la Communauté Juive», op. cit.. 


p. 14. 
105 Jdem, p. 14. 


Fh ede tc st ASRS yw neti ete Revie te neon JOHN XXIII FRIEND OF THE TURKS 


Mgr Roncalli, who was on friendly terms with all the 
ambassadors in Istanbul, succeeded in helping many Jewish 
families. Visas to Switzerland were obtained from the ambassador, 
M. Etienne Lardy, for many Jewish refugees. 196 


The episode of the shipload of Jewish children which left 
Constanza and managed to reach Istanbul through the German 
blockade is well known. At first, the Turkish government, as a 
neutral country, thought of sending the ship back to Rumania. Mgr 
Roncalli called out the Romanian ambassador Mr Alexander 
Cretzianu to get from the authorities in Ankara permission to let 
the ship go through the Dardanels and be able to reach a neutral 
country. In this way the Jewish children were saved.!97 


The Jewish Community of Istanbul offered Mgr Roncalli a rare 
and precious book! in gratitude to a man whose <first name 
(Angelo=Angel) is the picture of his character».1°9 He wrote himself 
on the first page: 


«This book was offered to the Istanbul Apostolic Delegate, Mgr 
Roncalli, by Mr Wettmann and Mrs Bauer on 25 July 1943 in the 
name of the Jews from Palestine and other parts of the world, in 
gratitude for the numerous signs of support for the Jews during the 
painful years 1942-43». 


Mgr Righi informed us that, in those war days, Mgr Roncalli met 
Mr Boder, from the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, Dr Marcus, the 
Istanbul Rabbi, Isaac Dr Herzog,!!9 the Great Rabbi, and Rabbi 


106 'V, DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale..., op. cit., p. 1142. 

107 V. U. RIGHI, Papa Giovanni XXIII sulle rive del Bosforo, op. cit., p. 196. 

108 Gioseffo Flavio Historico delle Antichita et Guerre Giudaiche, Diviso in 
Ventisette Libri, Parte Prima, Venetia, Alessandro Vecchi, MDCVIII. 

109 J. J. ABRAVANEL, op. cit., p. 15. 

110 |. ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 152. «The Jews knew that the Delegation 
was urgently asked by the Palestinian Agency in Istanbul or by the Jerusalem First 
Rabbi, Dr Herzog, to forward to the Holy See or to the Nunciatura in Budapest requests 
in favour of persecuted Jews. Roncalli’s aid was often successful and many 
unfortunate people’s pains were relieved or material aid was given. 
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Mosé Giuseppe Duff. Under Mgr Roncalli’s influence, the Holy See 
managed to solve the problems of numerous Hungarian Jews. On 
4 June1937 a meeting with a group of Jewish people on the way to 
Palestine took place at the Apostolic delegation. On 4 September 
1940 there was another meeting with Polish Jews from 
Wladislavia.1!! 


The attaché at the delegation, Luigi Bresciani, who was Mgr 
Roncalli’s close friend in war time, is a serious witness. Thousands 
of Jews, Luigi Bresciani reports, managed to cross the Hungarian 
border and take refuge in Bulgaria. Hitler ordered King Boris to 
send them away and to prevent them from going to Palestine 
crossing Turkey. But sending these people away simply meant 
sending them straight into concentration camps. As soon as Mgr 
Roncalli heard from it, he was worried and wrote to King Boris. The 
latter dared to challenge Hitler’s threats and let the exiles go to 
Turkey. Bresciani stated that he had filled in the transit forms 


himself. 112 


At the Nuremberg trial ( from 20 November to 1 October 1946 } 
Von Papen was discharged thanks to Mgr Roncalli who gave 
evidence that Von Papen had helped him save 24.000 Jews when 
he was Germany's ambassador for Turkey.!!3 


Later on 17 October 1960 Pope John XXIII granted an audience 
to a group of a hundred and thirty members of the «United Jewish 
Appeal: Jewish Study Mission» who had come from the United 
States headed by Rabbi Herbet Friedman who paid his respect to 
the Pope and made a point in evoking the Apostolic Delegate’s help 


111 Y. U. RIGHI, Papa Giovanni XXIII, op. cit., p. 196. 

112 |. CAPOVILLA, Giovanni XXIII, San Paolo, Milano, 1997, p. 31-32. 

113 Information given by Mgr Georges Marovitch: RAI 3 et RAI Giubileo «ll Papa 
Buono, de Luigi BIZZARRI. 
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to the Jews during the Second World War. The Pope answered with 
Joseph’s story: «{ am your brother. Indeed there is a great difference 
between the one who accepts only the Old Testament and the one 
who adds the New Testament to itas a law and supreme guide. But 
such a difference does not put an end to the brotherhood which 
comes from the same origine. We are the sons of the same Father... 


We come from the Father and we are bound to go back to the 
Father,.114 


Soon after his election Pope John XXIII was sent a 
congratulation telegram by Dr Isaac Halévy Herzog, the Great 
Rabbi of Israél, who mentionned once again the help the former 
delegate had given the persecuted Jews «I am convinced that your 
noble faith in the highest human values such as it was shown at the 


time of the Nazi atrocities, will guide you in your new and important 
functions».115 


Action in favour of the starving Greek children 


On 28 October 1940, Mussolini’s army started invading Greece 
from Albania. The Italians were faced with a strong resistance, they 
were beaten off and Hitler had to come in support. The German 
army dismembered Yougoslavia in ten days (8-18 avril 1941) then 
took possession of Greece. The Allied fleet organised a very strict 
blockade in order to prevent the arrival of food supplies. The 
population was starved and thousands of children died. 


The tragedy caused by the war that had hit Greece contributed 
to emphasize Mgr Roncalli’s heroic carefulness as well as his 
infinite pity for suffering people. Before he was able to go back to 


114 VY. U. RIGHI, Papa Giovanni XXIII, op. cit., p. 197, note 11. 


115 INFORMATIONS catholiques internationales, op. cit., 15 November 1958, no. 
84, p. 8. 
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Greece he quite often gave the money he had to priests who went 


there.116 


Mer Roncalli who was moved by the innocent victims’ lives went 
to Salonika on 8 July 1941 to organise the rescue. He arrived in 
Athens on 25 July and «te started to visit the hospitals full of 
wounded soldiers. He was glad to meet a few soldiers from Bergamo 
the army chaplains had pointed out to him. He enjoyed comforting 
them. One of his nephews, his sister Assunta’s son, was there as he 
had been injured in the attack on 5 February»!!”, 


Mgr Roncalli remained in Greece until 7 October 1941. In 
Istanbul for Christmas he made a sermon!’8 to the crowds of all 
the city parishes to ask them for their contribution to help the 
starving Greek children. 7.500 Turkish liras were collected among 
which 5.000 offered by the Ottoman Bank whose head was Mr 


Garelli. 


116 Romana Beatificationis et Canonizationis Servi Dei Johannis XXIII Papae 
(25.X1.1881 — 3.VI.1963), op. cit., p. 30, article 47. 

117 L. ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 177. 

118 iVigr. Roncalli’s notes on his Midnight sermon: ( Back from Greece to celebrate 
the joy of Christmas, Mgr Roncalli thought of the Greek starving children and raised 
money in all the parishes to buy food for them). «Ricordando come il Natale é la gioia 
delle famiglie nel sorriso di Gest, che spande la sua grazia e la sua letizia 
particolarmente nei cuori innocenti, colsi 'occasione, appena tornato come ero dalla 
Grecia dopo sei mesi di soggiorno cola, per commuovere il sentimento dei cattolici di 
Istanbul verso i bambini di Grecia che rappresentano la pitt viva speranza dell’avenire 
di quella nazione. Io stesso ho pensato di stendere la mano a loro favore. Ho 
annunziato come in tutte le chiese di Istanbul sara fatta la colletta che io trasformero 
in viveri da spedirsi sul luogo di tanta sciagura. Ebbi UVimpressione di aver detto con 
molta negligenza di lingua e poverta di_ forma. Da tutte le parti invece sentii dire che 
Uappello aveva destato in tutti la pid viva impressione. Degno di esser anche su questo 
foglio ricordato il comm. Garelli, direttore del Banco Ottomano presente che fece subito 
votare al suo consiglio la somma di Litq. 5.000 che mi vennero consegnate per mezzo 
di P. Atanasio Taoussi la festa di Santo Stefano». Archivio della fondazione Giovanni 
XXIII, Istituto per le scienze religiose, Bologna. A. MELLONI, Fra Istanbul Atene e la 
Guerra, la missione di A. G. Roncalli (1935-1944), Marietti, Genova, 1992, p. 251-252, 
note 20. 
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In Mgr Roncalli’s report entitled «The Holy Father’s charity work 
in Greece. For information. July 1941 —- December 1942» we are told 
about the charity work and help given to Greece in the name of the 
Holy Father. This is what Mgr Del Giorno mentionned in his 
Chronicles: 


«At the beginning of July, as famine was starting, Mgr Roncalli 
who had come to Salonika, gave to the Charity Sisters 10.000 
drachmas in the name of the Holy Father to help them with their 
charity work. 


Before his return to Istanbul many Orthodox Greeks had come to 
the Apostolic Delegation in Pangalti to hear from their relatives in 
Greece. Mgr Roncalli had been given about 200 letters and when he 
had arrived in Greece he had had them handed over by the Charity 
Sisters in Salonika and by Mr Francois Darmi in Athens. Soon people 
came to the Apostolic Delegation in Athens to give thanks and bring 
other messages. In Istanbul there were about twenty thousand 
letters which were to be given an answer in Athens in spite of the 
strict occupation laws and of the mail control. Mr Giuseppe 
Castruccio, the Italian consul, was among those who had to be 
thanked for this work of human solidarity as in addition. to the 
letters which were transmitted to him by the Apostolic Delegate, 
there were also food parcels. 


The Apostolic Delegate was in charge of the distribution of the aid 
given by the Holy See but he did not wish to create an official aid 
committee so he merely supported and helped the local 
organisations: 


- Father Richard Liebl’s organisation was the first of the sort and 
Mgr Roncalli used to call it «Mountain of plenty». The Pope gave 
800.000 drachmas first, more than one million later. 
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- Soup kitchens were created with the help of the local councils, 
of corporations, of the Italian authorities and the Internationa: 
red Cross. Mgr Georges Calavass, the representative of the 
Holy See was to be held responsible for these organisations. 
They were called «Divine Providence Hostels» and started on 27 
December 1941 with a number of 4.664 rations daily. At the 
beginning of February 1942 there were 14 hostels with 7.96C 
rations, in March 16 hostels with 8.478 rations, in April 17 
hostels with 10.662 rations, in June 19 hostels with 16.899 
rations and in September 21 hostels with more than 20.006 
rations a day. These hostels were quite successful thanks to 
the Holy Father’s help, the good organisation and the spirit of 
charity which prevailed. Thanks to Mgr Roncalli’s intervention, 
means of transport and more assistance were given by the 
Italian authorities.».119 


After the German - Italian occupation, the Allied blockade was 
very strict and the suffering population was starving to death. Mgr 
Roncalli, out of kind-heartedness, started actions to provide for the 
Greeks’ first needs. Through the medium of the Vatican, he 
managed to persuade the British}2° to make the controls at sea 
softer so as to allow the Greek population to be provided with larger 
food supplies. What seemed to be an impossible mission at first, 
was in fact a great success for the Delegate who had imposed his 


119 VY. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. 
cit., p. 1143 et1147. 

120 After John XXIII's election, the article entitled «The new pontiffs charitable 
work. Pope John XXIII in Greece during the Occupation» published in the newspaper 
Kathimerini on 30 October 1958 in Athens reports these facts. «On the request of 
various Greek statesmen who had remained in Athens, Mgr. Roncalli interfered with 
the Vatican, went to Rome and forced the Holy See to ask the Allies, Great Britain in 
particular, to make the blockade starving Greece less strict. In fact, soon after food 
supplies reached the country, the Red Cross soup kitchens increased as well as thé 
Pontifical Aid known under the name of Divine Providence Hostels». INFORMATIONS 
catholiques internationales, op. cit., 15 November 1958, no. 84, p. 8. 
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will to the German-Italian High Command. When the first 
shiploads of wheat reached Greece, Mgr Roncalli who was happy 
and modest left for Istanbul before being congratulated. !?! 


Mgr Roncalli returned to Athens in 1944. When it was known 
that Athens was mined and that the city was going to burst out on 
the departure of the German troops, Mgr Calavassy confided in the 
Apostolic Delegate who, through the Vatican, started hard 
negociations with the German Commander in chief and the Allies: 
Athens was declared an open city because her priceless historical 
and artistic heritage belonged to Mankind. Air raids on Athens 
stopped!22 and few people know that it is to be put to Mgr 
Roncalli’s credit who summed up his actions in those years as 
follows: 


«Thanks to God, in such terrible times for Greece, I feel that the 
Catholic Church, with a worthy representative and an efficient 
organisation, kept up with the role to be played and the best 
tradition to be honoured. It is an established fact and Iam glad to 
repeat it before the Lord and the Holy Father who inspires us, helps 
us and guides us: Servi inutiles sumus !».123 


121 Romana Beatificationis et Canonizationis Servi Dei Johannis XXIII Papae, op. 
Cit., p. 31, note 48. 

122 Idem. 

123 |, ALGESI, Jean XXIII, op. cit., p. 182. 
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1945 — 1958: Paris — Venice 


Mgr Roncalli, the new Apostolic Nuncio, arrived in Paris on 30 
December 1944. As he was the doyen of the Corps diplomatique he 
had to make the speech for the New Year wishes to Général De 
Gaulle. But the Russian ambassador had already prepared it 
because he had been the doyen before the nuncio’s arrival. Mgr 
Roncalli, full of his usual finesse, is said to have uttered to the 
ambassador who had had to put his speech back in his pocket: 
«Your excellency, if you please, I could read the speech you have 
prepared as I am sure I am going to say what you would have 
said»,.124 


On 29 November 1952, Mgr Roncalli was elevated to the rank of 
Cardinal. On 15 January 1953, Vincent Auriol, the President of the 
Republic, gave him the Cardinal biretta. On the same day Pope 
Pius XII appointed him Patriarch of Venice. 


124 Y. DEL GIORNO, Chroniques de la basilique cathédrale du Saint-Esprit, op. 
cit., p. 1155. 
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Here are some passages from the speech Cardinal Roncalli made 
in St Mark’s basilica when he arrived in Venice in 1953 to introduce 
himself to his diocesans. Roncalli’s self portrait is a major text. < am 
like any other man who lives here on earth: I have been given a good 
health, common sense to see things clearly, a natural ability to love 
Men which is in keeping with the law of the Gospel, respectful of my 
right and the others’rights, which prevents me from doing any harm 
to anyone; consequently Iam encouraged to do the right thing. I come 
from humility: I have been educated in a strict and blessed poverty 
not too demanding but which ensures the development of the noblest 
and highest virtues and paves the way to the highest levels in life. 
Providence took me out of my native village and led me across the 
world in the East and in the West. I have been given the opportunity 
to meet different people because of their religions or their ideologies. 
I have been confronted with sharp and theatening social problems I 
had to consider with a serene, balanced judgement and imagination: 
I have always cared about the principles of the Church and_ ethics, 
about what unites rather than what separates and creates conflicts. 
(...) Ever since I was born, Ihave always had a single aim: to become 
a priest. So the humble son from the lower classes has been endowed 
with a formidable mission which is to benefit all the people in his 
quae sunt ad Deum: as a representative of the people in a daily 
offering of gifts and sacrifices to the Lord, as a minister for the 
propritiation of the sins and the sinner in a constant self offering (...) 
As a young priest I only wished I could be a simple vicar in my 
diocese. But Providence led me on a different way before coming 
here. However, in the various missions I have been given by the Holy 
Church, when I met other people of different religions and races, I 
only cared about my pastoral duty and I am glad I did it».125 


When Pius XII died, Cardinal Roncalli left Venice on 12 October 
1958. On 25 October the conclave started. 


125 INFORMATIONS catholiques internationales, op. cit., 15 November 1958, no. 
84, p. 4-5. 
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POPE JOHN XXIII 


JOHN XXitl FRIEND OF THE TURKS 
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The Pope of Peace and Union 


On the fourth day of the conclave, towards 6 p.m. on Tuesday 
28 October 1958, Cardinal Canali, the doyen of the Cardinals, 
appeared at the loggia to announce the election of the new Pope, 
Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, Venice Patriarch, who had taken the 


name of John!26 XXIII. 


126 After his election, John XXIII explained to the College of Cardinals why he 
had chosen this name: d will be called John. This name is sweet because it is my 
father’s name! It is sweet because it is the name of the humble parish where I es 
baptized. It is the solemn name of innumerable cathedrals scattered all GUGE the wor 
and first of all of the Holy and Sacred Lateran basilica, my cathedral. It is the name 
which regularly turns up in the list of the Roman popes, Actually there were 22 popes 
who were called John and whose legitimity is undisputable. They nearly all had 7 
short pontificate. I have preferred to hide my humble name behind this magnificen 
succession of Roman Popes. (...) But we love the name of John that is so dear to me 
and to the whole Church, in particular because this name was the one of two men who 
were close to Jesus Christ our Lord, the divine redemptor of the world and the founder 
of the Church. John the Baptist, our Lord’s forerunner. He was not Light indeed but he 
was the witness of Light. He really was the unvanquished witness of truth, yOsHces 
liberty, in his sermons, in baptizm, in penence, in the spilled blood. And the other oe 
the disciple and Christ and his sweet Mother's beloved evangelist who, at the tie 
Supper, put his head on the Lord's shoulder and was filled with charity which 
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John XXIII, from the same loggia, in a calm and steady voice, 
gave his first blessing Urbi et Orbi. On the day after, from the 
Sixtine chapel, he made his first speech to the world which was 
broadcast on the radio and which appealed to all the heads of 
states holding in their hands their peoples’ destinies. He talked 
again about his favourite subject: PEACE, and here are some 
passages of this first address: 


«Let us now appeal to all those who, in all the nations, hold in 
their hands the lives, the prosperity, the hopes of the Peoples. Why 
are the quarrels and disputes not equally settled in the end ? Why 
are the ressources of the human mind and the treasures of the 
Peoples generally used to make weapons - instruments of death 
and destruction — rather than used to increase the welfare of all the 
social classes and the poor in particular ? We do know that, in order 
fo put into practice such valuable ideas and to settle conflicts, 
serious and intricate difficulties have to be overcome. But we must 
do it even if strong efforts are required. It is in fact the most 
important enterprise closely linked to the prosperity of Mankind. Get 
down to work with trust and courage under the reflexion of the Light 
which comes from Heaven with God’s help. Look at the peoples you 
have been entrusted with, listen to them. What are they asking you? 
What are they begging for ? They do not want these engines of war, 
monstruous discoveries of our century that can cause 
brothers’deaths and universal losses. They are asking for peace to 
enable families to live, to grow and to flourish in liberty. They want 


remained a burning and apostolic flame until his old age. (...) May John the Evangelist 
who, as he told us himself, took Mary, Christ's Mother and our Mother, with him, 
increase with the Virgin Mary our prayer for the life and the joy of the Catholic and 
Apostolic Church and for peace and prosperity for all the nations. My beloved brethern, 
love your neighbour as yourself: this is God's greatest commandment. May God grant 
me who bear the first Pope’s name, the same holy life and fortitude as he had until 
death, God willing». INFORMATIONS catholiques internationales, op. cit., 15 
November 1958, no 84, p. 4. 
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justice which can give equally to all the social classes what they are 
entitled to and what they have the right to. Finally they ask for 
quietness and concorde which can be the only sources of true 
prosperity. In fact it is in peace founded on the legitimate rights of all 
the human beings and based on brotherly charity that arts and 
culture can be developped, that all the energies can be brought to 
efficient actions, that the private and public riches can be increased. 
(...) We have to think of what the angels sang on the Holy Infant’s 
craddle and ponder over it: Glory be God in the Highest and Peace 
on earth to men of good will. True peace cannot be given to the 
citizens, to the peoples, to the nations if we do not grant peace to 
their minds first. For there cannot be any peace in the world if it is 
not an image of the peace inside the mind and if it is not the 
consequence of the peace of the mind which prevents from 
staggering or falling. That is why only religion can feed, strengthen 
and reinforce peace».127 


The coronation ceremony took place on 4 November. 


* * * 


On 28 Octobre 1958, there was a noteworthy and matchless 
event in the Vicariate of Istanbul's history: the new Pope’s election 
happily spread over the city. Mgr Giacomo Testa, the Apostolic 
Delegate and Administrator of the Vicariate, Mgr Roncalli’s former 
and tireless collaborator, sent him a letter at once. Here are some 
parts of what he wrote to him: 


«(..) When I heard on the radio about the election of Your Sanctity 
to the Holy See, I was nearly leaving from the Apostolic Delegation 
to go to St Anthony’s basilica to celebrate the solemn closing of the 
XL hours; it was like the year 1939 when Your Holiness, in the 
company of my humble person, in the same circumstances 


127 Idem, p. 14. 
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announced the proclamation of His Holiness Pius XII at the 
Pontificate. Today your former secretary announced to the numerous 
crowds in adoration Your Holiness’s election to the Supreme 
Pontificate. We have immediately sung a thanksgiving Te Deum. 


From this moment, the Apostolic delegation has been the meeting 
place of various personalities and innumerable simple people, of so 
many of our parishioners who still remember their former beloved 
Father and Pastor to whom they would like to express their emotion 
and utmost happiness. 


The whole world is full of joy and I think of all the innumerable 
messages and wishes that will be brought to the Vatican in these 
days: may your humble secretary of a time and now your successor 
at the Apostolic Delegation, Most Holy father, kneel in front of the 
Throne of Your Holiness and pay You homage in his name and in the 
name of the clergy, the faithful, all the friends and so many 
inhabitants of this country (...}». 


On 10 November 1958, John XXIII replied to his friend and 
former secretary and told him to say to all the faithful from the 
Vicariate that they were and would always be in his memory and 
in his heart: ¢...) We are glad to add We have been pleased and 
comforted to hear about the great joy caused by Our election as 
Jesus Christ Vicar. We would like you to tell all the people that We 
keep forever in Our heart the memory of all those who have been so 
dear to Us. As a father We pray God to pour his divine grace on you; 
and send Our Apostolic blessing to comfort you, Our Apostolic 
Minister, and to the clergy, the people and all the works of the 
Vicariate».128 


* * 


On Sunday 9 November 1958, at the Holy Spirit’s cathedral, a 
pontifical Mass was celebrated to commemorate the new Pope John 


128 LE FLAMBEAU, Marsel Linguri, Istanbul, December 1958, special issue, p. 6. 
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XXIII’s coronation. Father Pasty, the Superior of the Jesuits, put 
before the crowds, in his characteristic eloquence, the new Pope's 
personality as it showed in his first address.129 


* * 


On 23 December 1959, in his Christmas message, John XXIII 
spoke again about peace: «The humble Pope John’s task is to 
present God to a perfect people (Luc I, 17), and no higher and 
dearer perfection could be imagined than the triumph of Christian 
peace which is peace in the hearts, peace in the social organisation, 
in lives, in prosperity, in mutual respect, in universal 
brotherhood».130 


John XXIII, in his first message to the world, also appealed to 
union: «We embrace with a fatherly affection the Western Church as 
well as the Eastern Church and We open Our heart and Our arms to 
all those who are separated from this Apostolic See where Peter lives 
himself through his successors until the end of the world and obeys 
Christ’s commandments to untie all things on earth and to feed the 
Lord’s flock. We strongly wish Our brethern returned into Our 
Father’s house. That is the reason why We repeat the divine 
Redemptor’s words: Father, keep in Your name those You 
entrusted Us with, so that they be one only thing as We are 
Ourselves. As a result, may they come with a willing love and may 
this come back happen under the inspiration and aid of God's grace. 
They will not come into an unknown house but in their own one, the 
one their forefathers’ doctrine illustrated and their virtues 
enriched»,131 


129 Idem, p. 11. 
130 INFORMATIONS catholiques internationales, op. cit., 1 January 1960, no. 111, 


p. 2. 
131 Idem, 15 November 1958, no. 84, p. 13-14. 
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On 1 January 1959 in Istanbul, Athenagoras J, the Ecumenic 
Patriarch answered to this appeal to union and interpreted the 
Pope’s recent declaration as: «a clear conception of the necessity of 
a meeting between the spiritual forces represented by the Church of 
Jesus Christ founded by God, in an ideal and desirable union the 
Lord has foreseen and has given to it», and he said he was ready to 
cooperate «with the venerated Church of the West».132 


John XXIII brought about the success of the Ecumenic dialogue 
thanks to the friendly relations with the dignitaries of the Orthodox 
Church and their followers he had started when he was in 
Bulgaria.1!33 


On 4 November 1958, Maximos IV, the Antioch Patriarch of the 
Melchites, greeted John XXIII’s coronation in the following speech 
made in the Franciscan Latin church in Damas: 


«The new Pope, as we know him and as he showed himself in his 
Jirst speeches, is rather the shepherd who loves his flock, sacrifices 
his life and is above all looking for the rescue of the souls... He 
knows about the East, its customs, its mentality and he is sincerely 
fond of it... We can say that God sent him to the world to be the Head 


132 Tpid., 15 January 1959, no. 88, p. 10. Beginning December 1959, «During a 
meeting with Latin and Eastern Catholics, Copts, Armenians and Protestants, Patriarch 
Athenagoras declared that - the separation and the isolation of the Christian 
Churches was by all means unjustified - and that John XXIII’s appeal to the unity of 
all the Churches should be heard». Ibid., 15 December 1959, no. 110, p. 18. In his 
Easter Message of 1960, Patriarch Athenagoras appealed once again to unity: «On Our 
Saviour’s tomb, I declare that we feel a great pain to see the Church of Jesus Christ 
divided; this separation continues against Christ’s will, it is causing harm to the cause 
of Christ’s sacrifice; the Unity of the Churches is urgent. The wall which was built up 
along the centuries, he said, is not so high and, mutual understanding, good will, and 
the good dispositions of all the spiritual Fathers could lead to unity regained. 
Theologians have to pave the way. Our mission is to lead the faithful and we will not 
spare our efforts to progress in this direction». Ibid., 1 May 1960, no. 119, p. 8. 

133 VU. RIGHI, Papa Giovanni XXIII sulle rive del Bosforo, op. cit., p. 30-31. 
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of the Church at a time when the Peoples tend to preside over their 
destinies. God wanted to give us a popular pope, who had come out 
of the modest classes for their service. This is what will help him 
fullfil the great hopes of modern society as well as the Holy Church’s 
goal to be at the service of the humble people too».154 


* * * 


For the first anniversary of his Holiness Pope John XXIII’s 
coronation, the Istanbul Vicariate, in his monthly magazine Le 
Flambeau, informed the congregation about the happy event: 


«On 4 November, the universal Church will commemorate the 
first anniversary of the coronation of His Holiness Pope John XXIII 
who has already received innumerable marks of affection. The 
Istanbul Church has special reasons to rejoice as He who was so 
perfectly called ANGEL-Joseph Roncalli has been at our head for 
about ten years. He was the Angel of the Church in those ten years 
and his gifted character, his careful and wise command have led 
him to the highest role in the government of the whole Church. 


It is to be noted that his heart was full of sorrow among so many 
Christians having so many different denominations and among so 
many Christian churches with about 200.000 members, only 10.000 
of whom composed his flock.. 


No wonder his first desire after his election was to work to re- 
establish the union as he openly stated it. In a speech to the 
Armenian congregation in Rome he quoted an anecdote that took 
place in Sofia. He had met a venerable Armenian priest who had told 
him how he admired Pope Pius XII. When the Apostolic Delegate 
went on holiday, the priest begged him to bring back the pope’s 
blessing. The Pope sent him his blessing with a medal: the old man 


134 Idem, p. 167. 
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was so happy that he always had the medal on him and wanted to 
be buried with it. 


Mgr Roncalli had gone on an official pompous visit to the Phanar 
Patriarchate in Istanbul and he had filled Patriarch Benjamin with so 
much joy that the latter could not help but say: This is the day of the 
Lord; these are the words we use in our liturgy to express Easter joy. 


Let his parishioners of Istanbul rejoice on the day of the 
anniversary of the election and coronation of a Pope who will always 
love them; let them pray God to help him to reach the goal he aimed 
at and let them recognise in their hearts the Pope of Union. Let us 
share his strong wish and hope we will all together sing the psalm: 
How sweet for brothers to live in the same house!».135 


* * 


Mgr Francesco Lardone, who was at that time the first nuncio- 
internuncio in Turkey and Administrator of the Vicariate Apostolic 
of Istanbul, wrote a message «To the clergy and all the parishioners 
of the Vicariate Apostolic of Istanbul» to invite them to participate in 
the celebration which was going to take place for Pope John XXIII’s 
80th birthday: 


«On the first Sunday next October, our Father Pope John XXIII’’s 
80th anniversary will be commemorated at the Holy Spirit’s; this will 
be a way to thank him for all the marks of affection and kindness he 
gave us all through this jubilee year in the various parishes of the 
Vicariate. 


The Holy Mass with Communion will be celebrated at 9 a.m. and 
a Solemn TE DEUM will be sung at 7 p.m.. 


This will be a simple tribute to the Holy Father's affection for us 
but let us all come together so that this tribute may be greater to God 


135 LE FLAMBEAU, op. cit., November 1959, no. 9, p. 2. 
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and to our Holy Father who likes simplicity. Let us show our great 
love to our father by participating in the Communion. 


When we receive in our hearts God made Man, let us pray and 
adore Him and His Divine Providence for giving us His Vicar; let us 
beg Him to pour His graces on the Supreme Pontiff and let us thank 
Him for giving His Church Pope John XXII. 


All the Catholics in the world will pay their respects to Pope John 
XXIII but we, the Catholics from Turkey, must stand in the first rank. 
We all know he devoted himself to us to be our Shepherd and we 
were his flock for so many years, the longest period ever in his 
Mission for the Church. He used to walk in our streets, he used to 
come into our houses, he used to be familiar with all our institutions, 
he used to share our joys and our pains and he spent the happiest 
days of His Mission with us. He was living here at a time of great 
changes and adjustments to new secular conditions and he showed 
with alt his enlightened wisdom that we should not pay too much 
attention to what was changing but rather to attach to what was 
fundamental. 


What a source of blessings for Turkey his ten working years have 
been ! Last year we witnessed a new outcome in his efforts with the 
institution of diplomatic relations between this Noble Nation and the 
Holy See. 


Now that Monseigneur Roncalli is the Pope, we are very happy to 
be under his command again and so we feel once again the 
happiness he gave us when he was in this country; Blessed be God! 


Dear and beloved brethern, I feel it is my duty to invite you to 
these ceremonies but let me tell you that your moving tradition, 
which has never been interrupted, of showing your affection to Pope 
John XXII gets an immediate response in His Fatherly heart and 
that we remain the favourite among his beloved sons. 
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May the Lord bless you all! 
Istanbul 12 September 1961 


Your affectionate F. Lardone, Administrator of the Vicariate 
Apostolic of Istanbul». 136 


The Thaw in the relations with the Eastern countries 


John XXIII’s pontificate is also characterised by the thaw in the 
relations with the Eastern countries. The Second Vatican Council 
represented a favourable opportunity to open the dialogue with the 
Moscow Patriarchate. John XXIII’s address on Peace on 10 
September 1961 had impressed Khrouchtchev so much that, a few 
days later, in an interview to the Pravda’s and Izvestia’s 
correspondant, he considered this address as «a good sign». This 
was the first time an official Sovietic representative admitted that 
the Catholic Church had a peaceful and a pacifying role. Two 
months later on 25 November 1961, in order to stress the 
Russians’changing attitude, the Sovietic ambassador to the Italian 
government, M. Kozyrev gave Mgr Carlo Grano, the Apostolic 
Nuncio at the Quirinal, birthday greetings from Mr Khrouchtchev 
to John XXIII. The Pope accepted his greetings and gave a very 
corteous reply through Mgr Grano’s medium. 


This «will for détente» bore fruit and the Russian Orthodox 
Church Synod, in agreement with Moscow Policy, decided to send 
two observers on the day of the opening of the Council. 


Mr Khrouchtchev and John XXIII sent each other their best 
wishes for the New Year 1968. 


Hence the meeting which took place on 7 March 1963 between 
John XXII and Mr Adjoubei, Mr Khrouchtchev’s son in law and the 


136 LE FLAMBEAU, op. cit., October 1961, no. 8, p.15. 
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Editor of Izvestia, with his wife was considered as an historical 
event. 1387 


* * * 


On 7 March 1968, the Balzan Price for Peace was given to John 
XXIII and was the best evidence of the universal recognition of his 
role in favour of a universal brotherhood between Men and Peoples. 
The thirty seven members of the foundation among whom there 
were 4 Soviets, took a unanimous decision completely approved by 
the U.S.S.R government and confirmed by Mr Khrouchtchev who 
«highly appreciated the efforts made by the Pope for Peace».138 


137 The developments on the subject of the thaw between the Vatican and 
Moscow, were inspired by: INFORMATIONS catholiques internationales, op. cit.,; 1 
January 1963, no. 183, p. 29; 15 January1963, no. 184, p. 5; 1 April 1963, no. 189, 
p. 7. 

138 Jdem, 15 March 1963, no. 188, p. 5. 
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Encyclicals 


During John XXIII’s pontificate, eight ‘encyclicals were 
published: 


e@ Ad Petri Cathedram, dated 29 June 1959, expresses the main 
preoccupations of Pope John XXIII: «Truth, union and peace to 
obtain, to develop with the inspiration of charity will be at the 
core of My First Encyclical for the whole world for this seems 
to be the main requirement of my Apostolic Mission. 


@ Sacerdotii Nostri Primordia, published on 1 August 1959 for 
the centennial of the death of St John Mary Vianney, the vicar 
of Ars, presented as an example for the priests of the 
Universal Church. 


@ Grata Recordatio, dated 26 September 1959, is an appeal to 
prayer during the Rosary month. 


@ Princeps Pastorum, dated 28 November 1959, is devoted to 
the Missions. 
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@ Mater et Magistra, though it is dated 15 May 1961, on the 
70th anniversary of the encyclical Rerum Novarum by Leo 
XII, was published on 15 July. 


@ Aeterna Dei Sapientia, signed on 11 November 1961, for the 
15th anniversary of St Leo the Great’s death. 


@ Paenitentiam Agere, dated 1 July 1962, is an appeal io 
penance for the success of the council. 


@ Pacem in Terris, dated 11 April 1963. 


The Encyclical «Pacem in Terris» was to arouse world interest 
and aimed at all the men of good will, whether they were believers 
or not. John XXIII reminded them of their material, intellectual or 
spiritual rights. Without mentionning that Human Beings have as 
many duties as rights, the Pope wrote first about the rights then he 
insisted on the duties. Our duties are but the acknowledgment of 
the others’ rights. John XXIII wrote: dn our society, all the rights 
Human Beings have been endowed with by nature create duties for 
others: they have to acknowledge and respect these rights. Any 

fundamental rights.of Men draw force from natural law which gives 
and imposes corresponding duties. When people claim their rights 
and forget their duties or partly do them, they take the risk of 
destroying on the one side what they are building on the other side». 


This encyclical is composed of five parts: The rights of Men ( the 
right to life, to culture, to profess one’s faith; the right to work, to 
initiative, to propriety, to emigration ...); Citizens and the State 
Authority; International relations ( equality; minorities; solidarity 
and trade; political refuges; disarmament ...); For a universal 
authority; Pastoral guideline{ relations with the non-catholics;...). 


John XXIII ended his encyclical «Pacem in Terris» with an 
appeal: «All the Men of good will have a gigantic task to perform: it 
consists in the restoration of the relationships in social life based on 


Be Naot ay ea ethene Acts aie eee N een JOHN XXII FRIEND OF THE TURKS 


truth, justice, charity and liberty: relations between the individuals, 
petween the citizens and the state, between the States, between the 
individuals, the families, the intermediary bodies, the States on the 
one hand and the World Community on the other hand. It is the 
noblest task of all as it consists in preserving peace in the order God 
created. There are not enough people who are performing such a 
task but they justly deserve public recognition and our 
congratulations. At the same time we urge them to increase such a 
beneficial action. We hope many others will join them, believers in 
particular, prompted by charity and the sense of duty. In today’s 
world, all the believers have to be like sparks of light, like hearts of 
love, like leaven in dough, for all the rest of the people. This will be 
possible only if peace is in the heart of each man first, that is if he 
ollows the order God wanted. Does your soul want to overcome 
your passions? St Augustin inquired. And he answered: Let your 
soul submit to He who is above and it will overcome what is below. 
And then peace will prevail: true peace, unquestionable peace, 
peace based on order. And what is the proper order to peace? God 
commands the soul and the soul commands the body. This is 
order», 189 


139 INFORMATIONS catholiques internationales, op. cit., 1 May 1963, no. 191, p. 
1-2; 11-24. 
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The Second Vatican Council 


A new era, a new style 


In his address on 25 January 1959, John XXIII announced to 
the Sacred College meeting at St Paul's that he intended to 
organise an Ecumenical Council: wenerable brothers and dear 
sons, I am greatly moved but also determined to tell you about a 
double celebration I intend to plan: a Diocesan Synod for Rome and 
an Ecumenical Council for the Universal Church».!40 


On 27 April 1959, the Pope invited all the Catholics in the world 
to pray for the Council in the month of May «dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary according to a deeply rooted tradition» and on the week before 
Whitsuntide he said: « am deeply convinced that, in order to reach 
such an important goal, all the human ressources, wherever they 
may come, are worth not much but the crowds’ fervent prayers can 
be very efficient on the contrary (...}».141 On Whit Sunday John XXIII 


140 Jdem, 1 April 1959, no. 93, p. 28. 
141 Tbid., 15 May 1959, no. 96, p. 5. 
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announced in his sermon the establishment of a preparatory 
commission for the Council headed by Cardinal Tardini.!42 


With the Motu proprio «Supremo Dei nutu» dated 5 Junel1960, 
John XXIIJ started the preparation of the council and appointed the 
presidents of the ten preparatory commissions. !43 Apart from these 
commissions, John XXIII constituted two secretary’s offices, one in 
charge of the modern ways to publish religious views and another 
for the separated Christians headed by Cardinal Béa to «show My 
love and My benevolence towards those who are called Christians 
but are separated from this Apostolic See so that they may follow the 
works of the Council and easily find the way to the Union for which 
Jesus Christ prayed his Heavenly Father. 


The first meeting of the central commission in charge of the 
coordination of all the works took place from 12 to 21 June 
1961144 


In his papal bull «Humane Salutis» signed on Christmas 
morning 1961 John XXIII announced the calling together of the 
Council for 1962: «After asking advice to the Cardinals of the Holy 
Church and under the authority of the Lord, Jesus Christ, of the 
Apostles Peter and Paul, of Mine, I announce the summoning for next 
year 1962 of the general and ecumenical council celebrated in the 
Vatican basilica and the days will be fixed according to 
God’sProvidence».145 


On 2 February 1962, on the day of the celebration of the Virgin 
Mary’s Purification, John XXIII fixed the opening of the Second 


142 Tbid., 1 June 1959, no. 97, p. 5. 


143 [bid., 15 June 1960, no. 122, p. 3. 

144 There were seven meetings in all. The last one took place from 12 to 20 June 
1962. 

145 INFORMATIONS catholiques internationales, op. cit., 15 January 1962, no. 
160, p. 3 et 6. 
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Ecumenical Vatican Council on 11 October 1962. This councii 
which was going to be the starting point of a magnificent liturgical, 
ecumenical renewal as well as the Church opening to the modern 
world, was to be a decisive step to the Union: «The modern world is 
changing so much the believers and their lives that the Church has 
to adapt to it (...). When this is achieved, then the Church will turn to 
the separated brothers and will tell them: Here is what the Church 
is, here is what has been done and here is what is left. And when 
the Church appears modernised and younger, the separate brothers 
will hear this: Come with us», (on 14 June 1959 to the students of 
the Greek school in Rome ). «God willing, we will start the Council 
and we will prepare it with a view to strengthen the relations in the 
catholic family, in accordance with the Lord’s purpose. Then when 
we have achieved this hard task, putting away all the obstacles, we 
will present the glorious Church, pure and young and we will say to 
all the others who are separated from us: orthodoxes, protestants, 
etc.: Here is the Church of Christ. We have done our best to be 
faithful to Him, to ask the Lord to shape the Church as He wanted 
it. Come, come with us: this is the way open for the meeting, for 
your return; come to take your place back...».146 


* oO 


On 29 April 1962, the parishioners attending the Sunday Mass 
at the Holy Spirit’s cathedral in Istanbul were surprised to see 
three big candles on the Altar. These were the candles for 
Candlemas John XXIII had sent and which were decorated with 
the richly painted papal arms. Each candle had a name indicating 
its origine: the one offered by the «Collegio San Pietro Apostolo» was 
decorated with the two keys and the pontifical tiara; there was a 
cross on the one presented by the «Societas Verbi Divini»; and the 
one from the «Santuario della Madonna del Divino Amore, Roma» 


146 Idem, 1 January 1961, no. 135, p.8. 
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had a picture of the Holy Virgin holding the Holy Infant in her arms 
on it. This is how Raymond Philippucci explained how symbolic 
this event had been: «Every year for the feast the Virgin Mary’s 
Purification, the Pope is given by the Roman Basilicas, the Clerical 
Colleges, the Congregations and the Religious Orders, blessed 
candles to be sent to the most famous Christian Sanctuaries. In the 
year of the Great Vatican Council, John XXIII had decided to send 
the candles to the cities where the first twenty councils had taken 
place. Other candles were sent to the cities which were dear to him 
either because the Pope was born there ( Bergamo) or because he 
had been in charge of the Apostolic See there: Sofia, Istanbul, 
Athens, Paris and Venice (...).The first candle calls to mind the two 
ecumenical councils which had taken place in Nicea, now Iznik, in 
325 and 787. The second candle recalls the four ecumenical councils 
of Constantinopolis, present Istanbul, in 381, 553, 680 and 869. 
Finally the third candle brings to our mind the stay in Istanbul of His 
Holiness Pope John XXIII (1935-1945) as the Apostolic Delegate in 
Turkey (...). During the whole year 1962, the year of the second 
Ecumenical Vatican Council, these three candles will remind us of 
the everlasting Holy one and Only Church». This council, R. 
Philippucci continues «will be the most tangible manifestation of the 
universality of the Church. Bishops of all races, all colours, all 
languages, keepers of faith, will surround the Supreme Head of 
Christianity».147 


147 R, PHILIPPUCCI, «Les cierges de la Chandeleur et le II. Concile CEcuménique 
du Vatican», LE FLAMBEAU, Marsel Linguri, June-July 1962, no. 6, p. 12-13. 
«Moreover he (John XXII) sent a candle to Milan cathedral where St Charles Borromée, 
whose Apostolic activity was evoked in a serious study, is buried. He did not forget 
either Saint-Apollinaire’s, near the Roman Seminary where he studied. Another candle 
was sent to Saint-Mary-in-Monte-Santo’s, where he celebrated his first Mass. Finally, 
other candles were sent to the Bishoprics where the Saints and the Blessed honoured 
by John XXIII were borm, Idem. 
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The Turks’s lifelong friendship 


Le Flambeau148 dated March 1960, published the telegram 
John XXIII had sent to the Vicariate faithful for the celebration in 
St John Chrisostomus’s honour. Here are the Holy Father’s wishes 
for «the lifelong friendly Turkish People» and the nostalgic memories 
of the former Apostolic Delegate for Turkey: 


«KEEP A SWEET MEMORY OF OUR STAY ON THE SHORES OF 
THE BOSPHORUS, WHICH MADE US PARTICULARLY FAMILIAR 
WITH THE DEVOTION TO ST JOHN CHRISOSTOMUS WHO HAS 
ALWAYS SPARED US AND THINK WITH THE MOST AND INTENSE 
AFFECTION OF THIS VERY DEAR LAND WHILE PRAYING MORE 
FERVENTLY IN THESE DAYS FOR THIS GLORIOUS DOCTOR SO 
THAT HE POURS PLENTY OF SPIRITUAL FAVOURS FOR THE 
PROSPERITY OF CHRISTIAN LIFE AND ABUNDANCY IN THE 
APOSTOLATE WORKS. 


148 LE FLAMBEAU, op. cit., March 1960, no. 3, p. 2. 
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WITH OUR FATHERLY ENCOURAGEMENT AND HAPPY WISHES 
FOR HEAVENLY GRACES THROUGH THE IMITATION AND 
INTERCESSION OF THIS ILLUSTRIOUS SAINT WITH OUR CORDIAL 
GREETINGS TO THE WHOLE CLERGY, THE RELIGIOUS 
COMMUNITIES, THE PARISHIONERS AND OUR LARGE BLESSING 
TO THE FAITHFUL WITH SPECIAL WISHES FOR THE PROSPERITY 
OF THE LIFELONG BELOVED TURKISH PEOPLE». 


Pope JOHN XXII 


Here are Mgr Francesco Lardone’s comments about this text: 
«...) The Holy Father’s splendid telegram full of spontaneity reveals 
through his style and content his great fatherly love and special 
Jondness for us. This long telegram sent and signed by the Pope 
himself at a time when he was busy participating in the Roman 
Synod was totally unexpected. Such a generosity gives evidence of 
the Pope’s fondness for such a small part of his flock and we feel 
honoured before all the Christians. The style of the telegram reveals 
Pope John’s homesickness for this beloved country. We feel his vivid 
and sincere affection for this People and_for this flock whose pastor 
he becomes again as Peter’s heir (...). We feel all the more moved as 
the Holy Father has forgotten nobody in his memory, in his wishes, 
in his fatherly blessing: the whole clergy, the Religious communities 
and all the faithful. How touchy the conclusion of his message is 
WITH SPECIAL WISHES FOR THE PROSPERITY OF THE LIFELONG 
BELOVED TURKISH PEOPLE. Ever since he left Turkey, fifteen years 
ago, Pope John has kept it alive in his kind heart (...)».149 


* * * 


On 4 November 1960, Pope John XXIII commemorated the 
second anniversary of his coronation. On this occasion, Mgr 


149 Idem. 
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Francesco Lardone sent a telegram to congratulate him in the 
name of the Vicariate of Istanbul. Cardinal Tardini, in John XXIII’s 


name answered as follows: 


«With his Apostolic blessing to your Excellency, to the Clergy, the 
Religious communities and the faithful, the Holy Father expresses 
his gratitude for the prayers and wishes offered to him for his 
anniversary and adds his best wishes for the prosperity of the 
lifelong beloved people of Turkey. Cardinal Tardini». 15° 


Both telegrams above mentionned are obvious evidences of Mgr 
Roncalli’s unchanging feelings and Pope John XXIlIl’s everlasting 
friendship for the Turks: «the lifelong beloved Turkish People», in 
spite of the time and space which divided them. | 


His contribution to the diplomatic relations between the 


Vatican and Turkey 


During the ten years Mgr. Roncalli spent in Istanbul as an 
Apostolic Delegate, he had created with the Turkish government 
officials, links based on friendship with the Holy See. The outcome 
of so good relationships was the Prime Minister Adnan Menderes’ 
visit to Pius XII in the Vatican on 30 January 1955. Even if this 
visit can be considered as a preliminary to the relations between 
both States, long lasting relations started during John XXIII’s 
pontificate. 


This is how, on 6 November 1958, Fatin Riisttii Zorlu, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, answered the letter dated 29 Octobre 
informing him about Pope John XXIIl’s election: <...) I am 
delighted to know that His Holiness knows perfectly Turkey where, 
as an Apostolic Delegate, he has already been the representative of 


150 LE FLAMBEAU, «Nouvelles du Vicariat», Marsel Linguri, Istanbul, December 
1960, no. 10, p. 14. 
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the Catholic Church. I am particularly glad to see a friend of Turkey 
in the Holy See»151, 


* OK 


Celal Bayar, the President of the Turkish Republic, was not long 
in meeting the new Pope John XXIII on Thursday 11 Juin 1959. It 
gave the former Apostolic Delegate the opportunity to evoke his 
memories of Istanbul and insist on the introduction of the Turkish 
language in the prayers: 


«We are particularly glad of your visit, Mr President. After living 
Jor ten years in Istanbul in Turkey as We did, what rich impressions, 
what enchanting memories for Our mind ! First of all, memories of 
the natural beauties the Creator has endowed your country with. 
During our visits in the different regions of Turkey, We have often 
admired those famous places whose names quickly come to Our 
mind: The Bosphorus, Izmir, Bursa, the Islands in the Marmara 
Sea... What enchanting landscapes that no longer come out of the 
mind of the man who has ever been happy enough to contemplate 
them ! Not to mention the treasures of art and culture amassed on 
your land in the course of the centuries,already evoked by the name 
of the famous St Sophia ! (...) 


Your visit at the Vatican is the continuation of the visit President 
Menderes had wished to pay to Our predecessor Pope Pius XII and 
gives evidence of the cordial feelings of the Turkish Republic towards 
the Holy See. They are mutual feelings and We are very glad to 
assert it. 


We are happy to guarantee to your Excellency the honesty of the 
Catholic minority, in respect to their religious conviction. They will all 
do their duties and show the greatest respect to the legitimate 
power. Moreover Our sons who have devoted themselves for a long 


151 V, DEL GIORNO, op. cit., p. 1316. 
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time in Turkey to education and charity in the schools, the hospitals, 
the charities, have their hearts set on the true welfare of the 
population and are honoured to contribute to the life and prosperity 
of the nation. 


Your Nation ! Illustrious President, what improvements in this 
quarter of a century from 1935 to nowadays ! Let Us evoke with a 
particular pleasure the first meeting, non offical indeed, but full of 
sincere and respectful friendliness We had in Ankara with he who 
was only the Head of Foreign Affairs (Numan Menemencioglu), and 
We had to meet again on friendly terms in Paris for nearly ten years. 
Thus, as you can see, We continued to care about Turkey, so far 
Jrom Us though so near to Our heart. 


We have introduced the reading of the Gospel in Turkish - then 
modernized and put back in the chorus of universal exchanges - in 
addition to Latin - the first sign of the understanding of the modern 
times - and it is a great cause for real and lasting satisfaction to Us. 


This is the way — others, as successful and efficient are not out of 
the question — for Men, Nations and Peoples to come together and to 
make good feelings prevail among them. This is the way to improve 
mutual understanding, the joy of human and peaceful brotherhood, 
under the sight of Almighty God who considers all the human beings 
living on earth as the sons of His love. Through the troubles of life 
and history, Men and Peoples are happy to meet again as different 
as God created them to progress in the direction of the triumph of 
peace and true civilisation. 


Mr President, - We are very glad to say it again -— We are very 
happy to meet you here in Rome in the Vatican. 


During Our stay in Turkey We learnt a fine phrase which is 
currently used when someone goes away or continues his trip: God 
bless you and may roses blossom on your way ! 
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Let Us complete the happiness caused by your noble visit and 
relive the dear memories of Our long stay on the flowered shores of 
the Bosphorus and vast Anatolia, telling you in your mother tongue 
what We learnt and make all the Christians there repeat: Blessed be 
Thou, O God ! Blessed be Thy name! 


Tanrt miibarek olsun 
Onun aziz adi mtibarek olsun 


We pray God to protect the Turkish People and We beg Him from 
the deepest of Our heart to pour divine blessings on the people and 
the executive». 


The Supreme Pontiff was pleased to end his address with these 
few words in Turkish so as to express his strong affection for 
Turkey: 


«<Allahtan, Turk Milletini muhafaza etmesini diler, gerek halk, 
gerekse Devletin idare makaminda bulunan Biiytiklerini takdis 
etmesini butiin kalbimizle arzu ederiz».152 


* * * 


After this visit and in order to make the bonds of friendship 
stronger, both The Vatican and Turkey decided to set up official 
diplomatic representation. On 26 March 1960 Mgr Francesco 
Lardone, the Apostolic Delegate in Istanbul, appointed Inter- 
nuncio, presented his letters of credence to Celal Bayar, the 
President of the Turkish Republic. The internuciature was 
established by decree on 29 February 1960. 


* * * 


From his part, Mr Nureddin Vergin, the first ambassador of 
Turkey to the Vatican, presented his credentials to Pope John XXIII 


152 ACTA APOSTOLICAE SEDIS, Commentarium Officiale, Annus LI, Series III, 
Vol. I, Typis Polyglottis Vaticanis, 1959, p. 427-429, 
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time in Turkey to education and charity in the schools, the hospitals, 
the charities, have their hearts set on the true welfare of the 
population and are honoured to contribute to the life and prosperity 
of the nation. 


Your Nation ! Illustrious President, what improvements in this 
quarter of a century from 1935 to nowadays ! Let Us evoke with a 
particular pleasure the first meeting, non offical indeed, but full of 
sincere and respectful friendliness We had in Ankara with he who 
was only the Head of Foreign Affairs (Numan Menemencioglu), and 
We had to meet again on friendly terms in Paris for nearly ten years. 
Thus, as you can see, We continued to care about Turkey, so far 
from Us though so near to Our heart. 


We have introduced the reading of the Gospel in Turkish - then 
modernized and put back in the chorus of universal exchanges - in 
addition to Latin - the first sign of the understanding of the modern 
times - and it is a great cause for real and lasting satisfaction to Us. 


This is the way — others, as successful and efficient are not out of 
the question — for Men, Nations and Peoples to come together and to 
make good feelings prevail among them. This is the way to improve 
mutual understanding, the joy of human and peaceful brotherhood, 
under the sight of Almighty God who considers all the human beings 
living on earth as the sons of His love. Through the troubles of life 
and history, Men and Peoples are happy to meet again as different 
as God created them to progress in the direction of the triumph of 
peace and true civilisation. 


Mr President, - We are very glad to say it again — We are very 
happy to meet you here in Rome in the Vatican. 


During Our stay in Turkey We learnt a fine phrase which is 
currently used when someone goes away or continues his trip: God 
bless you and may roses blossom on your way ! 


DO Fit aactheca el din aca saiate cel hone mene econ JOHN XXitl FRIEND OF THE TURKS 


Let Us complete the happiness caused by your noble visit and 
relive the dear memories of Our long stay on the flowered shores of 
the Bosphorus and vast Anatolia, telling you in your mother tongue 
what We learnt and make all the Christians there repeat: Blessed be 
Thou, O God ! Blessed be Thy name ! 


Tanrit miibarek olsun 
Onun aziz adi mtibarek olsun 


We pray God to protect the Turkish People and We beg Him from 
the deepest of Our heart to pour divine blessings on the people and 
the executive». 


The Supreme Pontiff was pleased to end his address with these 
few words in Turkish so as to express his strong affection for 
Turkey: 


“Allahtan, Tlirk Milletini muhafaza etmesini diler, gerek halk, 
gerekse Devletin idare makaminda bulunan Biiyiiklerini takdis 
etmesini bittin kalbimizle arzu ederiz».152 


* * * 


After this visit and in order to make the bonds of friendship 
stronger, both The Vatican and Turkey decided to set up official 
diplomatic representation. On 26 March 1960 Mgr Francesco 
Lardone, the Apostolic Delegate in Istanbul, appointed Inter- 
nuncio, presented his letters of credence to Celal Bayar, the 
President of the Turkish Republic. The internuciature was 
established by decree on 29 February 1960. 


* * * 


From his part, Mr Nureddin Vergin, the first ambassador of 
Turkey to the Vatican, presented his credentials to Pope John XXIII 


152 ACTA APOSTOLICAE SEDIS, Commentarium Officiale, Annus LI, Series III, 
Vol. I, Typis Polyglottis Vaticanis, 1959, p. 427-429. 
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on 11 April 1960. The ambassador declared he was «perfectly 
aware and honoured to be the first ambassador to represent his 
country to such an illustrious and remarkable Man who had been 
Turkey’s guest for many years and who was_ greatly 
remembered»153, His Excellency Mr Nureddin Vergin assured he 
would do everything possible to prove equal to his task and he 
trusted and relied on the Holy Father's kind protection to help him 
to carry out his mission.154 


This is what the Holy Father answered: 
«Sir, 


We are very glad to meet you. First, we are happy to welcome a 
perfect gentleman full of the enthusiasm and force of experience. The 
heads of your dear country have thought you deserved to be their 
official representative in so noble and varied diplomatic missions in 
the great capitals of Europe, so that you come to the Vatican with a 
vast and precious knowledge. 


We are also happy to welcome the first ambassador of Turkey io 
the Pope who is at the head of the whole Christianity. These are 
simple words to greet you and thank you for your considerate 
speech but We know that Our words will get satisfied reponse up to 
the remotest parts of the world. 


In the quietude of the Vatican, you will not be confronted with 
feverish tangible tribulations which are common to all the people's 
lives: money problems, authority challenge, weapons and troops. 
But you will only be confronted with concern about human 
brotherhood and social peace. 


153 L, BISKUPSKI, L’origine et Vhistorique de la représentation officielle du Saint 
Siége en Turquie (1204-1967), published by the author, Istanbul, 1968, p. 231. 
154 Idem, p. 231. 
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This is what We can tell you and assure you as, after living for 
ten years in your country, We took a liking, a very strong sympathy 
and trust for the brave young men who are heading to a new 
promising youth full of noble promises and ready to an active 
cooperation to establish a real peace between the nations. 


May the Lord, who is called Generous and Merciful, in the 
Turkish religious terms, send his light on your country and all the 
peoples on earth who are joined in the spiritual quest for truth, 
justice and peace !»155, 


* *k * 


For the opening of the Second Vatican Council, on the initiative 
of Réchid Saffet Atabinen, the President of the Turkish Touring 
Club and Pope John XXIII’s personal friend, the Turkish 
Government invited His Holiness Pope John XXIII to send a special 
mission to visit Ephesus and Nicea, the places where the first 
councils had taken place. 


The Roman members of this pontifical mission!56 landed in 
Istanbul airport late in the evening on 3 October 1962. They were 
greeted by Father Carotenuto, Vicar - delegate, by Father 
Caloyéras, the Director of the Greek Catholic Exarchat, and 
Commander Pierre Calian [sic], the interpreter of the Inter- 
nunciature. Soon after the Turkish Airlines (T.H.Y.) put at their 
disposal a flight to Ankara. At the capital's airport they were 


155 Document given by H. E. Mgr. Loris Capovilla, in a letter dated 11 February 
2000. 

156 «Mgr. Oddone TACOLI; Mgr. Giuseppe DE MARCHI, from the State Secretary, 
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greeted by the Sub-director of Protocol, by the Councillor of the 
Press and Tourism Minister, by Mgr Luigi Bellotti, the Councillor of 
the Nunciature and Mgr Victor Del Giorno, the Attaché in the same 
office. 


On 4 October, the pontifical mission with His Excellency Mgr 
Francesco Lardone, Nuncio-internuncio in Turkey, and two 
members of the Inter-nunciature, Mgr Bellotti and Mgr Del Giorno, 
started the official visits. The President of the Turkish Republic, 
Cemal Giirsel, met them and he was given a personnal message 
from the Holy Father as well as three medals commemorating the 
fourth anniversary of His Holiness Pope John XXIIi’s coronation. 
Splendid receptions were offered in the honour of the members of 
this mission by the Press and Tourism Ministers and by the 
Apostolic Inter-nunciature. 


On 6 October, the pontifical mission left the capital and went to 
Izmir and Ephesus. In the Virgin Mary’s Sanctuary, in the basilicas 
of the Council and in St John’s basilica, all the members 
participated in the religious celebrations headed by the Izmir 
Archbishop. On 9 October, they visited Nicea where two councils 
had taken place in 325 and 787. In the afternoon, they flew back 
to Istanbul. The members of the mission organised a private 
reception for the Istanbul clergy, in the evening at the inter- 
nunciature in Pangalt1. 


On 10 October, they met the Governor and the Mayor of 
Istanbul. On the same day, at 5 p.m. the Pope’s close friend, 
Réchid Saffet Atabinen, gave a reception in the honour of the 
mission in his Palace at Besiktas. 


On 11 October 1962, on the day of the solemn opening of the 
Second Vatican Council, the Pontifical mission members met at the 
the Holy Spirit’s for a Mass celebrated by His Excellency Mgr 
Lardone. Father Pasty, the Superior of the Jesuits in Turkey, made 
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a sermon suited for the occasion of «the Second Vatican Council 
which constitutes a historical event not only for the Church but also 
for all the men of good will throughout the world, whatever their 
races or their religions». Mr Feridun Baysan, the Chief of Protocol, 
bad attended the religious celebration. 


On the day after, the members of the pontifical mission who had 
been extremely moved by the government officials’ warm welcome, 
expressed their gratitude and sent a telegram to the President of 
the Turkish Republic to «offer him their best wishes of prosperity for 
him and for the Noble Turkish Nation».157 


* * * 


On Wednesday 20 March 1963, Feridun Cemal Erkin, the 
Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs was received by Pope John 
XXIII. Here is the Pope’s speech still full of his memory of his stay 
in Istanbul: 


«Sir, 


We are particularly pleased to greet today at the Vatican the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Turkish Republic. Your excellency 
certainly knows the old and unforgettable bonds of friendship We 
have with your splendid country. 


To evoke the flowered shores of the Bosphorus is for Us the 
revival of the courteous hospitality We were greeted with; it is alsoa 
way to bring back to Our mind a series of bright and peaceful 
meetings spread out over the years before the disruption of the 
second world war. 


When it broke out, Turkey was — and meant to be ~ out of the 
armed conflict. Thanks to it, there were great accomplishments in the 
fields of aid, transmissions of messages for parted families, efficient 


157 Idem, p. 14-16. 
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concern for so many victims of this enormous plague, and all this 
has to be remembered. 


We would like to mention too, for the honour of your Country, your 
government’s generous action for the opening of the Second Vatican 
Council: a pontifical mission was invited to visit the places so dear 
to the Christians where the first four concils had taken place: Nicea, 
Istanbul, Ephesus, Chalcedon. 


It is no need to say again to your Excellency how much the Holy 
See did appreciate such an initiative. The Turkish Govenment 
wanted to complete it in a way by a special issue of stamps to 
commemorate the event: this highly symbolic gesture goes far 
beyond courteousness. 


Your country, situated on two continents, Europe and Asia, 
opened to a third one: Africa, is particularly favoured for 
international meetings. Moreover, We know that your country is 
ready to agree with all the steps which will be taken in favour of the 
Third World in all the countries. May God Almighty help you to 
contribute to the consolidation of peace and his benevolent 
influence», 158 


The Ministry of the Foreign Affairs expressed his respect and 
gratitude for the welcoming ceremony and declared: «dn Turkey, the 
respect which is felt for the Holy Father is mixed with affection 
because we know that he has perfectly understood the spirit of the 
People with whom he lived for ten years. The Turkish government 
insisted on paying a tribute to the Catholic Church on the occasion 
of the opening of the Second Vatican Council and the Holy Father’s 
words about peace will be appreciated». The Minister assured the 
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Supreme Pontiff that Turkey would persevere on the way to 
peace. 159 


John XXIII presented Feridun Cemal Erkin, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and his suite with various medals and a gift for the 
President of the Turkish Republic: a mosaic representing St Angel’s 
castle with the Vatican basilica in the background and some 
medals commemorating the encyclical Mater et Magistra, in gold, 
silver and bronz. In return the Minister offered an old and precious 
silver set, a gift from the President of the Turkish Republic. 160 


159 LE FLAMBEAU, op. cit., May 1963, no. 5, p. 14. 
160 Idem. 
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Pope John XXIII’s death 


The first symptoms of the Pope’s disease appeared in Spring 
1962; but in November 1962 the world was startled by John XXIII’s 
health condition. On 28 May 1963, the Pope answered Cardinal 
Cicognani who told him that the whole world was praying for him: 
«if the Lord wishes to sacrifice the Pope’s life, may his sacrifice bring 
plenty of favours on the Council, on the Holy Church and on the 
whole human race longing for peace...». On 31 May, the Pope’s 
condition suddenly deteriorated <The Pope’s condition is hopeless, 
he has a perforation of the intestine» Radio-Vatican announced at 
4.23 pm. Get well messages were sent to the Vatican by the heads 
of States such as General de Gaulle, President Kennedy, the 
Emperor of Japan, the Queen of England, Fidel Castro, the 
President of Israel and Khrouchtchev. The latter declared: «We are 
very sad to hear from the Pope’s deteriorated condition. We are 
deeply worried and wish you a prompt recovery so that you should 
be able to continue your fruitful mission to reinforce peace and 
cooperation between the peoples». John XXIII died on 3 June 1963 
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at 7.49 p.m. Just before his death, the Supreme Pontiff declared: 
«Now that it is time to go, I would like to thank the Cardinal College 
and I sacrifice my life on the altar of the Church for the Council and 
for Peace. He was buried in the crypt of St Peter’s on 6 June 
1963. 161 


* oe * 


On 14 June 1963, Mgr Francesco Lardone, the nuncio- 
internuncio in Turkey, and the whole clergy celebrated at the Holy 
Spirit’s, a Memorial Mass for his Holiness Pope John XXIII who had 
been the Apostolic Administrator of the Istanbul Vicariate from 
1935 to 1945. Le Flambeau, reported about this funeral ceremony 
in a special issue: «In the heart of the Cathedral there were His 
Excellency Mgr Paul Kirecyan, the Archbishop of the Catholic 
Armenians, with numerous members of his clergy, the Most Reverend 
Father Dominique Caloyeras, the Exarch of the Catholics of 
Byzantine rite with his priests. In the nave, in the seats of honour, 
representing the Ecumenical Patriarchate, there were His Excellency 
Mgr Chrysostomos, the Metropolitan of Neocaesarea, His Excellency 
Mgr Emilianos, Chief-Vicar, the Most Reverend Archimandrite 
Siméon, the Principal Secretary of the Holy Synod and the Reverend 
Archidiacre Agapios. Mr Georges Hollenbach, the Chief Référendaire 
of the Patriarchate was sitting next to them. Two clergymen from the 
Armenian Gregorian Patriarchate attended the ceremony, Reverend 
Harding represented the Church of England and the Principal Rabbi’ 
from Sisli’s synagogue represented the Chief Rabbi. Mr Necdet Ugur, 
the Istanbul Deputy Mayor and Mr Feridun Baysal, the Chief of 
Protocol were in the front-row seats and the whole Consular Corps 
was around them. People crowded in the cathedral decorated with 


161 The arguments developped in this paragraph are largely inspired by: «Les 
derniers jours de Jean XXIIb, INFORMATIONS catholiques internationales, op. cit., 15 
June 1963, no. 194, p. 2. 
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black curtains to pay the last tribute to the man who had been the 
beloved Shepherd of the Vicariate for ten years. The most Reverend 
Father Caloyeras called to mind with evocative words the pastoral 
and ecumenical personality of the dead Pontiff. The Choir of the Holy 
Spirit’s and various choirs of the city conducted by Maestro Capocelli 
and accompanied on the organ by Maestro Maggi, sang together the 
Requiem by Perosi. At the end of the Pontifical Mass, the bishop and 
the whole clergy surrounded the impressive catafalque and gave the 
final blessing in all the different rites».162 


Here is the speech made by the Most Reverend Father 
Dominique Caloyeras, the Exarch of the Greek Catholic 
Community: . 


«Your Excellencies, 


In the most painful circumstances, the members of a family feel 
they should gather around their head to make grief lighter. At the 
moment we feel both grief and affection, Monseigneur, for you in 
particular as you are the most attentive and honourable 
representative among us of He who has left. 


Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, my dear brethern, 


It is extremely difficult for me to talk about John XXIII in this 
cathedral which was his not so long ago. I feel inspired by the deep 
affection I had for him and I will try to emphasize very briefly two 
characteristics of his personality: his pastoralism [sic] and his 
ecumenism. 


When he became Venice Patriarch in 1953, Cardinal Roncalli 
declared with a wonderful modesty that, what he enjoyed most was 
not his recent promotion to the rank of cardinal by good Pope Pius 
XII, but the fact that he was given a new pastoral mission. And he 


162 [EF FLAMBEAU, op. cit., special issue, 19 June 1963, p. 14-15. 
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added: Being the leader of souls is the highest privilege a man could 
deserve on earth. John XXIII’s state of mind clearly springs out of 
these words. 


Indeed he has been a leader, the true image of the Good 
Shepherd of the Scriptures, from the day he became a priest to the 
last moment of his life during his agony when he offered his life for 
the Church, the Council and Peace on earth. 


Those who listened to his Sunday sermons in this very church 
cannot forget his teaching. Those who have witnessed Mgr Roncalli’s 
humble and pious behaviour on Lent Fridays will always remember 
him when he followed the Way of the cross to give evidence of his 
teaching, like the Holy Lord. 


In Athens, in Sofia, in Istanbul, in Paris and in Venice, he has 
always behaved in the same way: as.a messenger of charity and 
peace. 


The Lord had given him such a big heart that he had not been 
surprised by the Supreme Pontiff's appointment: he simply believed 
it was a sign of God’s will to spread the spirit of charity all over the 
world. 


After his election to the Holy See, I happened to be at the State 


Secretary office and I asked a friend prelate his opinion about the 


new Pope. He answered: He bears the burden Providence put on his 
slightly bent shoulders so lightly that we all have the feeling that he 
has always been the Pope. 


Here is God’s man. He had been rightly called: The great Rector 
of the world. Wherever he went, he had always started his missions 
in his dioceses and in the Church not like a Monarch but like a 
Pontiff and a Shepherd. 


The Ecumenical Council that the previous Popes had not thought 
advisable to organize in the trials and tribulations of the time, has 
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become the most remarkable display of the desire to sacrifice his life 
for Mankind’s welfare. 


The Council was for him the most efficient way to show the 
Church like a Human Institution without the signs of old age, and 
like the only ship that could sail the captain, the crew and the 
passengers to the Holy port of the hereafter Pastor et nauta: this 
mission, as glorious as formidable, was just what he needed. 


The Council was also good to show to the whole world that John 
XXUI did not mean to keep his energy for his flock only but he 
wanted to pour down on all the human beings the treasures of 
friendliness the Lord had filled his heart with. 


His ecumenical spirit was an inevitable and logical outcome of 
his apostolic passion. Love is like a devouring fire and in the same 
way, the Pope was concerned with all the human beings and his 
impetus included them all. Hence the Holy Father found it normal to 
preach the union of the Christians and peace between all the nations 
from the very beginning of his pontificate. 


Everyone could feel the kindness of his heart as he was so man- 
like. But he was god-like in his compassion and duty to others. 


He had no talent for languages but unlike any other Pope, 
everybody paid attention to what he said: those who shared his 
opinion and those who did not share it as well. So he was successful 
in some fields others had not been. Actually, thanks to his personal 
prestige, the Holy See established official relations with the noble 
Turkish Nation and other non-christian countries. For the same 
reason all the Heads of other Churches and other religions 
considered Rome with respect and devotion. 


He managed, in a sense, to stop persecutions behind the Iron 
Curtain, thanks to his know-how. 
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Humanity was, to some extent, spared from a war in 1961 with 
the Berlin Crisis and in 1962 with the Cuba blockade thanks to his 
providential interventions. 


Both his pastoral letters and his encyclicals express the Holy 
Father’s desire to bring Men to mutual friendship. Both his 
encyclicals Mater et Magistra, to reduce mutual misunderstanding 
between the social classes and Pacem in terris, to set up the 
foundation of peace between individuals and nations, are enough to 
realise how enormous the influence of his teaching and his 
ecumenical apostolate have been. 


During his long agony, John XXIII, the world Pastor, prayed, 
suffered and thought of all his innumerable sons he knew or did not 
know but he loved. And they were not jealous of their brothers 
because he loved them like a mother who loves her children. 


As for us, we have been deeply moved to know that, on Whit 
Sunday, the dying Pontiff remembered the Pontifical masses he used 
to celebrate in this cathedral dedicated to the Holy Spirit. 


When he died, all the Heads of States and Governments, despite 
their conflicting personal ideologies, agreed to bless the name and 
memory of the dead Pope. They were, in a way, holding their hands 
as if to achieve this peaceful coexistence which was to lead 
Humanity to true peace and real unity. 


On St Peter’s square which had become a sort of waiting room 
next to the place where John XXIII was lying in State, all the citizens 
of Rome and all the citizens of the world «in thought, were united to 
pray for the Pope and to tell one another their fraternity. 


We have to go on living with John XXIII’s legacy: compassion and 
benevolence, and ask him to continue from Heaven the mission he 
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had started with such wonderful devotion, courage and 
enthusiasm». 163 


* * * 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate was represented in the Memorial 
Mass on 14 June but an official statement,16+ had been released to 
reassert the high esteem John XXIII, a union-maker, was held in: 


«Ever since His Holiness Pope John XXIII was elected and 
appointed to the throne of ancient Rome, we have had the pleasant 
feeling that the relations between the Ecumenical Patriarchates and 
the Vatican would be much better and that the beginning of a 
reconciliation in the spirit of Jesus Christ and a collaboration 
between the East and the West on moral and social grounds would 
not be so remote. We have foreseen in the Honoured Departed, the 
Head of the Roman Catholic Sister Church, a union-maker who was 
inspired and capable of finding things in common between both the 
Orthodox and Catholic Churches as regards the Lord’s doctrine and 
the Apostles’tradition. 


As the Head of the Church, although he did not take on 
responsibilities for long, the departed Pope has paved a new way 
_leading to ecumenical exchanges. 


_ John XXIII had deep inspirations, he was a bold innovator and in 
the view of the reconciliation of Jesus Christ’s Churches, he proved 
by the organisation of the Second Vatican Council that the Catholic 
Church was inspired by the love of the Lord and the love of Peace 
towards the Orthodox Apostolic Church and the other Churches of 
Jesus Christ. 


163 Idem, p. 16-17. 
164 [bid., p. 2. Official Text from the Ecumenical Patriarchate published in 
«Apostolos Andréas» dated 12 June 1963. 
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JOHN XXII! FRIEND OF THE TURKS 


In this particular moment, we pray the Lord and God for the 


eternal rest in the Light of Christ of the Roman Catholic Church’s 
Departed Supreme Pontiff». 


x * * 


On 21 June 1964, at 7 p.m. at the Holy Spirit’s, Mgr Lardone, 
the Apostolic Nuncio-internuncio, and his clergy celebrated a 


Requiem to commemorate the first anniversary of John XXIII’s 
death. 


Before the celebration, while Mgr Lardone was unveiling the 
commemorative tablet offered by the parishioners of the Vicariate, 
Father Gautier, the Superior of the Capuchins made a short 
speech: «The plaque His Excellency Mgr Lardone is unveiling on the 
day when we are celebrating the Jirst anniversary of John XXII’s 
death bears a Latin inscription which is the Following»!65; 


In 1964 
the faithful of Istanbul 
put this plaque to celebrate 
the Holy Memory of the Supreme Pontiff 
John XXIII 
His friendly nature 
and enthusiastic activities 
from 1935 to 1944 
provoked the affection and gratitude 
of all the Turks 
and built up in the memory of this admirable nation 
a monument that will outlive bronz 


a 


165 LE FLAMBEAU, op. cit., August-September 1964, no. 7, p. 12. 


Testimonials 


John XXIII 


Here is Father Gautier’s testimonial. He was the Superior of St 
Louis Seminary in Istanbul at the time, then he became the 
Apostolic Vicar under the name of Mgr Pierre Dubois from 1975 to 
1989. 


«When this article is published, a new Supreme Pontiff will be 
elected and the Church will rejoice. However we will forget neither 
John XXIII nor the deep sorrow we felt during his agony and his 
death. 


The whole world rejoiced when he was elected: this joy was even 
greater in the places he was well-known: in Sotto il Monte, in Venice, 
in France, in Bulgaria, in Greece and at last in Turkey, in Istanbul, in 
particular where he had stayed for 10 years. When he died, all the 
world was sad not only the Christians but also all the Men of good 
will, Every day the papers reported on the world’s worries about his 
health then the mourning which followed his death, and innumerable 
volumes could not contain all the moving testimonials which were 
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written throughout the world from all the nations, all the religions, all 
the political tendencies. There was even an ironical report in a 
Chinese paper in which a journalist wished Khrouchtchev on his way 
to God had met when he was alive the only man who could have 
helped him to lead to God the Soviet People. And the very paper 
wished, in the same ironical tone, the Master of the Kremlin could 
meet one of John XXIII’s successors having the same state of mind. 


Even if grief was deeply felt everywhere in the world, it was more 
personal, as joy had been at his election, where Pope John XXIII had 
been personally appreciated. 


Historians will have to be given some time to consider with 
detachment John XXIII and make his objective portrait. But as from 
now, it is to be remarked that his kindness will be enhanced. There 
are plenty of anecdotes illutrating his universal and confusing 
kindness: for the adults and the children, for the sick and the 
prisonners, for all the workers. Just before he was going to be 
introduced to Mrs Kennedy it is said that he asked his secretary 
what he would have to say in French to the First lady. Holy Father, 
he was answered, you can simply call her Madame or, since she is 
American, Mrs Kennedy. When she got into in office, he stood up and 
walked towards her holding his hands up in his habitual gesture 
and said: Oh ! Jacqueline, Iam so glad to meet you here ! And even 
if these anedoctes cannot be checked, they depict Pope John as the 
people loved him or rather imagined he was. People would naturally 
kneel before the former Pope, so austere and so fine, but before Pope 
John, people felt like hugging him. As compared to all the modern 
popes, he was a Pope naturally open to dialogue. 


John XXIII was good because he was good and he listened to 
people. If diplomacy consists in speaking so much that the person 
you are speaking to is sent away without uttering a word, John XXIII 
was certainly not a diplomat, at least not this kind of diplomat. 
When he was the Apostolic Delegate in Istanbul and he had to take 
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part in a painful case he quoted Jacob’s example considering mutely 
his brothers’ jealousy: Rem tacitus considerabat. And I know that he 
used the same quotation again for himself in other circumstances, 
for example before the divisions of the French Catholics after the 
Second World War. But such a silence did not mean he refused to 
interfere: it was a prayer, a reflexion, a suffering as well. His long 
sufferings and moral anguish have often been mentionned. This is 
not because he refused to interfere, it was his way to interfere. As 
the anxiety he felt, when it could be perceived, was meant to 
reconcile, not to boast (...). If John XXII was eager to establish unity, 
it was because he suffered a lot from division. And I know he hoped 
he would share Jacob’s joy one day and woul see reconciliation. 


One day he was to preside over the procession of the Holy 
Sacrament in St Louis, I asked him whether the monstrance would 
not be too heavy for him to carry it all along the celebration. He 
answered: He carries me so often and Iam so heavy so I can carry 
Him once at least. And this was part of his character. He did not like 
the sedia gestatoria ( the Pope’s seat), but, when I am carried along, 
I think of Divine Providence the Pope is often carried away by, he 
said. From the beginning of his pontificate he raised the wages of the 
sediari (seat carriers): You job will be twice more difficult than with 
the former Pope, he remarked. 


He travelled a lot and in less than five years he went out of the 
Vatican more than a hundred and fifty times. When he was in 
Istanbul he used to preside over celebrations in all the parishes in 
turn and he enjoyed it very much. Nevertheless he also enjoyed 
remaining in his residence. Once when he left for Greece he told me: 
You can't imagine how difficult it is for me to leave my residence 
where I have so many things to do, but once I have left it lam glad 
to linger in other places. It is well known that he had restored with 
love and taste his residence in Istanbul after Sofia’s. Recently he 
was to care about the renovation of an old tower in the Vatican’s 
gardens he preferred to his gorgeous Summer residence in Castel- 
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Gandolfo. He liked to have guests: Si non est satis, memento 
paupertatis, he used to say with humour when they left. He used to 
share his meals and he did not depart from this habit even when he 
was the Pope. The Gospel does not say whether the Pope has to eat 
alone, he noticed. No Christian is a stranger to me and it was 
obvious in the way the Vatican Council was organised. Even when 
he was the Pope, he liked to knock at a door if he knew he would be 
useful to a_ friend in need: Here I am, I have come to see you. You 
are sick and I was worried about you, or simply: I feel like seeing 
you. This was the simplest, the purest and the deepest joy he could 
feel. Some people like listening to the birds, or smelling flowers: he 
liked to be men’s friend. Once he came to Paris and I had dinner with 
him. Where are you going now? he told me when I was leaving — To 
the station, your Excellency, as this is my last evening in Paris. — 
So let me take you there. —- But I haven’t got my case and my train 
leaves at midnight. - Don’t worry ! My chauffeur will go and pick 
up your case so we will have plenty of time to talk together, I have 
so many things to ask you. And we went on talking as if he had 
nothing else to do and when it was time to go he told me: I will go 
out too, - and the nuncio took me to the station right to the platform. 
I could not refuse and I did not even feel embarrassed. 


He was not able to conclude the Second Vatican Council but he 
undoubtedly showed the way to other men of good will. In Heaven, 
he may continue to behave like Jacob - qui rem tacitus considerabat 
( who pondered over things) or he may talk to the Father for us. If 
we have loved him, if we have understood him, we will be friends 
with those who have followed his way».166 


* oe OK 


Monseigneur Angelo and the Ecumenical Patriarchate 


In order to illustrate John XXIII’s ecumenical work and the 
reconciliation between the Vatican and the Phanar Patriarchate, 
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which had already started at the time when he was the Apostolic 
Delegate in Turkey, Mgr Bartholoméos Archondinis’s address made 
on 16 November 1986 for the Roncalli Week in Istanbul has to be 
reported as it sums up Mgr Roncalli’s contribution to the union 
between both Churches: 


«First of all let me tell you how honoured, how glad and moved I 
am to be with you tonight. 


We would not imagine such a meeting without the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate representative since this meeting is dedicated to the 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of Mgr Roncalli’s arrival in our 
country. 


I did not enjoy the privilege of knowing him personally. In fact I 
was not born when he came here fifty years ago and when I went to 
Rome for my studies he had been dead for six months. 


However I have read many reports about him, I have heard of 
him and now, as a bishop, I live and work in the atmosphere of 
reconciliation between both Churches to which he has largely 
contributed. 


Let me tell you a few words about the honourable John XXII. 


He first came to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for a visit to the 
Phanar on 27 May 1939. Monseigneur Adamandios, the General 
Vicar of the Ecumenical Patriarch Benjamin I had previously met him 
to offer his sympathy on the occasion for the death of Pope Pius XI. 
Mgr Roncalli had been so touched by this first initiative from the 
Patriarch that he had sent his devoted secretary Giacomo Testa in 
return. At the same time he had written to Rome to suggest to 
continue in the same direction. 


Mgr Roncalli was so happy that he could not help telling it to the 
church-goers during the Mass at the Holy Spirit’s on 19 February 
1939. He stated that one day the Lord’s vision of a single floci 
would come true on earth as it was in Heaven. 
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After Pius XII’s election, the official relations with the Patriarchate 
were approved of and that was the reason why Mgr Roncalli’s visit 
to Patriarch Benjamin I had been made possible. 


After his introduction, the Archbishop of Mesembria handed over 
the Pope’s greetings and thanks for the message of sympathy on the 
occasion of Pius XI’s death as well as the congratulations for his 
own election. He added that His Holiness Pope Pius XII had been 
deeply touched by the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s attitude and Mgr 
Roncalli said how glad he was to visit the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
The Patriarch was also glad to meet him in particular because he 
was the messenger of a sacred mission. 


Of course there were very few steps made in the direction to 
reconciliation during Pius XII’s pontificate. Maybe because of the 
Pope’s character, maybe because of the outcome of the Second World 
War, maybe because the Holy Spirit had not inspired Men. It was the 
Holy Spirit who presided over Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli’s destiny to 
become St Peter’s successor and to open new horizons and new ways. 


He was elected by the end of October 1958. On this occasion, the 
Patriarch Athenagoras declared: the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras has been very pleased to know that His Holiness John 
XXIII is the New Roman Pope. The Patriarch has also been informed 
that, in his first address to the world, the Pope wished for a co- 
operation for a lasting and true peace — all the people on earth who 
suffered many hardships for the past ten years are now longing for 
peace and are comforted by his statement. The Ecumenical Patriarch 
congratulates the Pope for his election and wishes God granted him 
His graces for a successful holy mission. Two months later, when 
the Patriarch listened to John XXIII’s Christmas message in which 
he appealed to peace and unity, he answered with a message on the 
New Year 1959 ending with these words: During these holy days of 
the Lord’s Epiphany in this Holy Eastern land, we do believe, we 
hope and we pray for the Church of Rome to turn to the East from 
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where the Prince of Peace and Father Time come. This is our dream 
and our expectation from His Holiness the new Roman Pope John 
XXII who is well-known and appreciated in this part of the world. 
The whole Christian world is longing for it and this will be the 
beginning of a really new year in Jesus Christ. 


John XXIII achieved this dream and turned as a Pope to the East 
where he had left a part of his heart in the land where he had lived 
and worked for years. 


Just 20 years after his visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, in 
March, he met Archbishop Iakovos newly elected in America and 
who brought him an oral message from Athenagoras: A man came, 
sent by God, his name was John. The calling together of the Catholic 
Church’s bishops for the Second Vatican Council by Your Holiness is 
God’s calling. You can make all the ways lead to Rome where the 
Christ’s Holy Faith was given out and signed by thousands 
Christians’ blood. The Pope answered: Today the Lord’s blessing 
poured on this house. I feel God Himself has come into this house. 
Tell His Holiness the Patriarch that we are all God’s messengers. He 
sent you, the New Rome, to the Old Rome. I had to do my duty, the 
Patriarch did his before me. I thought of sending a delegation to 
explain the aim of the Council. It is high time we should start a 
personal straight communication, letters can be misinterpreted. The 
new Council aims at the unity of the Church. Tell him we are both 
God’s messengers and that our mission consists in paving the way 
to reconciliation until it becomes a common prayer then unity. 
Liberty, equality, fraternity: this is the motto of the French 
Revolution, if we do not apply it, there will be neither peace between 
the nations nor union between the Churches. 


John XXIII tried to turn his dreams into reality for the nearly five 
years of his Blessed Pontificate. He opened doors which had been 
closed for years. But he was too old and died in the peace of Christ 
while the world was praying for him. 
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Four years later Patriarch Athenagoras met Paul VI in Rome, he 
prayed on John XXIII’s tomb and put on the stone three golden 
spikes on which the following words were engraved: Unless a wheat 
grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but 
if it dies, it yields a rich harvest; (John 12, 24). 


Nowadays this grain yields a rich harvest but labour goes on. On 
the one side there is the dailogue based on love that both Patriarch 
Athenagoras and Pope Paul VI have started,on the other side there 
is the theological dialogue between both Churches which has been 
going on for five years since the meeting between Pope John Paul II 
and Patriarch DimitriosI in Istanbul on the occasion of the Papal 
visit. We are filled with hope in this official theological dialogue and 
we believe — the great Day of the Lord dawns; (The Acts of the 
Apostles 2, 20). 


Let us, the Christians, try to unite not to be stronger against other 
religions but, on the contrary to set an example and contribute to 
peace and love between Men and Nations. The whole Mankind is 
concerned with Peace and Ecumenical Love and that is why John 
XXII worked on it and prayed for it. 


Requiescat in pace (Grant him eternal rest)».167 


Pope John XXII and the Turkish People 


This final testimonial was written by Mr Réchid Saffet Atabinen, 
Mgr Roncalli’s close friend, the founder member of the Society of 
Turkish History and the corresponding member of the French 
Institute: 


167 B, ARCHONDINIS, «Monseigneur Angelo et le Patriarcat CEcuménique», 
Présence, Erol] Ferah, Istanbul, August-September 1987, no. 7, p. 16-17. 
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«Hundreds of studies by the greatest specialists have been 
published and some more will be written about John XXIII's 
pontificate and his priceless services to Mankind. 


He was one of the few human beings who deserved to win 
everlasting fame and sanctity when he was alive. There are stars in 
the sky whose light reaches the earth a long time after their death. 


I had the honour to meet and be a_ friend of the famous Departed 
for twenty five years when he was in the highest rank in his 
religious career. I have learnt to love and admire him all along these 
twenty five years. 


I can assert that he himself managed to reduce the appaling 
results of fanaticism and obscurantism which opposed the West to 
the East. He increased the prestige of Christianity which had been 
tarnished by the spirit of the Crusades (...). ° 


In 1935, on a visit he paid me, the Illustrious Apostolic Delegate 
in Istanbul asked me whether diplomatic ties between Turkey and 
the Holy See could be normalized. I confided in Atattirk who told me 
he would be glad to accede to this request if the King of Egypt who 
had got into his head to succeed to the Ottoman Caliphs did not take 
advantage of the precedent to plot in the reactionary circles in 
Turkey, which his successors attempted without this pretext. The 

Suture Pope thanked me for my approach and asked me later to start 
the talks which resulted in the establishment of diplomatic ties with 
the Vatican whose representative nowadays is a man of great ability 
as subtle as His Excellency Mgr Lardone. 


In 1953, on the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the Conquest 
of Istanbul by the Turks, through Mgr Roncalli’s intervention, I was 
granted a private audience with Pope Pius XII. I gave the Supreme 
Pontiff an explanation for the reasons, the circumstances and the 
consequences of the conquest which had set up in the East.a tolerant 
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social and religious system which could be found nowhere else in 
Europe and which had lasted until the Western States plotted to stir 
up the Christians to revolt against the Ottoman supreme power. Pius 
XII listened to my long account of facts going back to Attila and 
concluded that I had undermined old convictions. I gave an account 
of this meeting to Cardinal Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli who thanked 
me from the deepest of his heart. 


In the course of my trips to the West every year, I used to meet 
him either in Paris where he came to my lectures or in Venice where © 
we talked about the efforts to make hatred disappear between 
monotheist religions whose doctrine was based on the Decalogue. 


In 1961 I congratulated the new Pope for his first encyclical 
Mater et Magistra about the moral and material aid which should 
be given to under-developped countries by the richest countries 
whatever their religions might be. 


For the opening of the Ecumenical Council I suggested to our 
Prime Minister that he should invite an official mission from the 
Vatican to visit the places in our country where the first four Councils 
had taken place. Such an invitation was accepted at once and had 
important consequences in Turkey and in the whole Christian world 
as well. 


His Holiness John XXIII gave me special tokens of his great 
kindness on the occasion. He highly appreciated my modest essay 
on the Ecumenic character of the Turks. 


The Encyclical Pacem in Terris in 1963 aroused wide interest 


_throughout the world. It is the exceptional climax in the works of a 


Pope who will be greatly missed and not easily substituted».16§ 


168 q, op. cit., special issue, 19 June 1963, p. 8-9. 
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On the way to Beatification 


From the moment of his death, Angelo Guiseppe Roncalli was 
considered as a Saint by all the crowds even before the Church 
authorities could take their decision. 


On 20 December 1999, the Assembly for the Saints’cases 
admitted that Pope Roncalli had manifested grand virtues and on 
3 September was beatified. 


The Church of Turkey is proud to have given to the Universal 
Church not only a Pope but also a Saint. 


To conclude let me recall His Excellency Mgr PelAtre’s wish. 
Mgr Roncalli’s present successor in the Vicariate of Istanbul 
declared: this is the first and foremost event in the history of our 
Vicariate: «Let it be John XXIII’s image, an ecumenical and inter- 
religious celebration». 
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Mr. Roncailli is with Mr Tata and Righi, who are accompanying 
him, in a garden in Biyiikada (1939) 
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Mr. Roncailli is with the Pope, who is from Palanezk6y, and children 


(1936) 
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Feridun Cemal Erkin’s, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, visit to the 
Pope (20.03.1963) 


Mr. Capovilla, the author of Lu, is with Kemal Ozbilgi, the first 
Secretary of the Turkish Embassy, his family and the Pope. 
(22.02.1962) 


Mr. Roncailli is with the leaders of Georgian Community in Istanbul (in 1935) 
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Feridun Cemal Erkin’s, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, visit to the 
Pope (20.03.1963) 


Mr. Capovilla, the author of Lu, is with Kemal Ozbilgi, the first 
Secretary of the Turkish Embassy, his family and the Pope. 
(22.02.1962) 
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